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T.U. PHILOSOPHY
We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

September 2017

Tuesday, September 19, 2017 @ 7:30 PM
Guest Speaker: Daniel Damiani, Orvis Outfitters
Hicksville VFW Hall | 320 South Broadway, Hicksville, NY

Dear Conservationists and Fishermen,

Join Us for the LITU Annual Banquet

Welcome back after a long and thankfully
Friday
mild summer. I've seen
a lot ofNovember
outings and fish 3rd,
on our 2017
Facebook page, so I guess
most of you have been
taking advantage.
Although
I didn'tNY
fish nearly as much as I
Memorare
Club,
Seaford
hoped, the fall season is here and there's hope yet - the fall stocking has begun,
by the way!

Donations are being accepted Now

On the conservation front, we had progress over the summer in Alley Pond Park
and Welwyn, doing macroinvertebrate studies and putting temperature data logMonetary donations are needed to purchase bucket raffle
gers in. The initial information looks good - the temperatures were low (one part
prizes
fordegrees
the November
3rdwas
fundraiser
event.
of Alley creek
was 58
in July) and food
in abundance.
Both streams
should be stocked this early spring. I'm sorry that we were not able to put together a bugPlease
night, this
summer
wasHarris,
unfortunately
busierChairman,
than I thoughtatit the
would be.
see
Peter
Banquet
The fall ahead has lots of good events - Dan from Orvis will be presenting on reel
September Chapter meeting to make your donations or
technology for the September meeting and I will be presenting our chapter's 20
contact
him
at on
pmharris68@hotmail.com
Year Plan pertaining
to the
rivers
Long Island in October.
Don't forget to send your RSVP in for the November 3rd banquet or buy a ticket
online! Friends and family are welcome so feel free to bring a few buddies to join
the festivities!
See you soon everyone!
Tight Lines,
Christopher Aigner
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Donations are Requested
for the LITU Annual Banquet
Friday November 3rd, 2017
Memorare Club, Seaford NY
Monetary donations are needed to purchase bucket raffle
prizes for the November 3rd fundraiser event.
Please see Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the
September Chapter meeting to make your donations or
contact him at pmharris68@hotmail.com

3

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS
President: Christopher Aigner (516) 236-1260
Vice President: Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925
Secretary: Mike Russell (631) 242-2707
Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655
Editor: Stu Buckner (631) 834-1400
Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492

Guest Speaker: Daniel Damiani, Orvis
Outfitters
Dan will present:
Understanding disc drag reels, the new
Helios III flyrod and other new products from
Orvis.

Paumonok
Published monthly September through June by the Long
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome.
Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries
and comments to the Editor: Stu Buckner
Stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400

LIE

Wantagh State

Northern State Pkwy

Old Country Rd
VFW

Southern State Pkwy

http://www.longislandtu.org
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Tips for September 2017
Color Change in Water – Do you ever wonder why a Purple Prince Nymph works, even though there are no purple
bugs that look like that, anywhere? It’s because trout do
see colors, and they are more perceptive to the violet side
of the spectrum. Part of that also has to do with the fact
that red turns to gray as light is absorbed the deeper one
goes in water. Red actually looks gray 10 feet under water (that’s why you often need to add a red filter when
photographing under water). Only on the surface, with a
dry fly, you can’t go wrong being as natural as possible –
or as standout as possible with an attractor. But depending on how deep you are fishing nymphs matching colors
to match the exact bugs may not be a big deal, and you
might want to skew more towards an attention grabber
with the right profile. (Kirk Deeter, Pine Colo.)
Don’t be Afraid of a Mouse – In late summer on a stream
with big browns and rainbows, try a mouse pattern. Sure,
they look funny, and maybe you’ve thought of them as a
king of a gag gift for anglers. But mouse patterns actually
work.
Cast, keep the slack out of your line, and twitch the rod
tip while retrieving in spastic little jerks to imitate a swimming mouse. This works great at dusk for browns. Hang
on, they hit hard.
(Tom Reed, Pony Mont.)

ers on a 2 weight is preposterous. But the whole show
works and it catches me a lot of fish.
The lesson is that following a path less (or perhaps not)
not traveled will sometimes get you lost. Other time,
however, it will take you to great places, and sometimes
those places are full of nice browns and brookies. Don’t
be afraid to try new things and techniques, or go rogue
perfecting strange arts that your friends will make fun of
you about over beer at the end of the day.
(Henry Koltz, Brookfield, Wisc.)
No Pressure! Remember What You’re Really Fishing For
– Enjoy the moment. Most important, when we forget it
is fishing, to have fun and enjoy, we miss the point. You
never know when or if you may be in this river with your
fishing buddy watching brookies rise to tricos with mad
passion like the time before. Relish every moment.
(Brian Kozminski, Bayne City, Mich.)
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net

Calendar of Events
Future Guest Speaker

Go Dark at Night – Fishing top water at night? While it
may seem illogical, use dark flies, not light ones. No
matter how dark the sky, the fish are just seeing silhouettes, not colors, and a black fly will show better than
white.
(Mike Sepelak, North Carolina)

Chris Aigner. LITU’s 20 Year Plan for the rivers on
Long Island. October Chapter Meeting

Follow a Path Less Traveled – The part of the world I fish
most is full of small, clear, and very tight spring creeks. To
most, that means delicate presentations on small dry
flies, and sometimes I’ll do just that. More and more,
however, I’ll tie on a leech patter and fish it directly upstream using short, staccato jerks of my line (above) to
make the leech behave like a wounded minnow; normally
on a 2 or 3 weight. My friends chide me that my favorite
leech pattern does not look like much like a leech, that I
certainly don’t fish it like one, and that throwing stream-

October 4, Board Meeting

Events
September 19, Chapter Meeting

October 17, Chapter Meeting at Caleb Smith State
Park | 581 W Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown
November 1, Board Meeting

http://www.longislandtu.org
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2017 Banquet Auction by Tom McCoy
May 24 - Catskills
TLo calls. He is passing Roscoe and should be here in 30 minutes. He is running late due to traffic. I love Long
Island but it is a pain to get off of. We stow his gear in the room and grab some breakfast to go at the Circle
E. Wow, do they make a great egg on a roll! Garth Pettinger, LITU’s representative to FUDR, is meeting with
Executive Director Jeff Skelding in the Diner as we wait for our eggs. (Go to FUDR.org to find out how you can
help.)
We meet Joe Demalderis at the White Tail Country Fly Shop on 191. He has to make a few calls to try and
get more people to contact the "decree party members" in their respective states to get the dam releases
agreed to. If they don’t agree to this new plan the releases will default to a previous agreement which will
drop the river dramatically next month. Joe is a guide who is involved, one of the reasons he has been the
Orvis Guide of the year.
He finishes his calls and we head to Buckingham, The Big D. He had a
good day yesterday but today is bright and sunny, comfortably warm,
which makes for tougher fishing. He warns of skiddish fish, rising opportunistically. "Garbage eaters" he calls them. Random feeding. The
good news is that they can potentially take any fly you present; the
bad news: One and done rises is
the theme for the day.

We start with March Brown emergers and move to caddis and then
back again. TLo has a good day with multiple fish, the largest being a
19” Brown. I am missing strikes and ripping lips. A good one, who
opened the hook to escape, and finally a respectable Brown in the net.
It was a beautiful day
that ended at almost 9:30 at
Long Eddy.
When you fish with Joe Demalderis (http://
crosscurrentguideservice.com/) you genuinely feel like you
are fishing with a buddy. Just three guys in a boat on the river – AND he is a supporter of LITU.

Joe has been donating trips to our Banquet since 2006. Come to the Banquet
this November 3rd and you can be the winning bidder on a full day float with
Joe. Believe me, you will not regret it.
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For Release: Tuesday, August 15, 2017

The Nature Conservancy and New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation Announce Partnership to Create
Beaver Lake Fish Passage
Fish Passage Will Restore Migratory River Herring Access to Upstream Habitat
The Nature Conservancy and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) today announced a joint project to open up a coastal waterway to migratory fish. The fishway construction project at Beaver Lake dam in Mill Neck began in July and will be completed this month. The project will ensure that migratory
river herring (Blueback herring and Alewife) have access to essential freshwater spawning habitat. These fish are
not jumpers and therefore even the smallest dams, such as the Beaver Lake dam, prevent the fish from spawning.
"Over decades, the population of these important fish species has declined, partly due to the limited amount of
spawning habitat," said Sally Harold, project manager for The Nature Conservancy. "Restoring fish passage helps
to sustain populations of migratory fish like river herring that are critical forage fish for recreationally and commercially important fish (such as tuna and striped bass), sustain birds such as osprey, heron and eagles, and terrestrial mammals as well. Returning these fish to their historic spawning grounds is one small step in returning the
health and abundant biodiversity of the Long Island Sound."
DEC Deputy Commissioner Kathleen Moser, Office of Natural Resources, said, "The installation of a fishway at
Beaver Lake dam will enhance the ecological vitality of the Mill Neck Creek and Oyster Bay watershed by opening
up 1.5 miles of stream corridor and 110 acres of associated wetlands to migratory fish. This project is a model for
how state and local governments can work with the non-profit sector to restore and enhance Long Island's, and
the State's, ecological treasures."
Beaver Lake was once an estuary open to Long Island Sound, but as the area developed, a dam was constructed to
hold back water in the estuary and create what we now know as Beaver Lake. The dam was enough of a barrier
that during most flows, migratory fish were unable to get over the dam. There is no freshwater for spawning below the dam.
Initial efforts to restore fish passage at the dam began in 2003 but it wasn't until 2014 when The Nature Conservancy secured funding through the NFWF Long Island Sound Futures Fund that necessary engineered plans were
developed and permits secured. Additional support for the project was secured through Friends of the Bay and a
grant secured through USFWS, DEC, The Nature Conservancy and private donors. DEC provided $37,265 in state
funds for the project. Construction began this month and is expected to be completed before fall. Cornell Cooperative Extension Service and Hofstra University, project partners, will monitor fish passage at the site during the
spring migration.
"With this project we celebrate opening up habitat that has been blocked for nearly 100 years," said Harold, who
has managed numerous river habitat projects for the Conservancy in its Connecticut chapter, where she is based.
Long Island Sound is fed by hundreds of small streams that once provided access into bigger freshwater systems
where migratory fish spawn. With settlement and industrialization these rivers became closed for passage, sometimes at the head-of-tide where tide mills or ice ponds were established or further upstream where sufficient
power could be generated by a river's energy to fuel a forge or mill operation.
The Nature Conservancy was awarded two grants from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation's Long Island
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Partnership to Create Beaver Lake Fish Passage (continued)
Sound Futures Fund to design fish passage at the dam and to construct the project. The project is one of 22 grants totaling nearly $1.3 million awarded for community-based efforts to improve Long Island Sound's ecosystem. The team
responsible for accomplishing this work includes DEC, Friends of the Bay, and both the Long Island and Connecticut
Chapters of The Nature Conservancy.
Additional funding to support the project includes USFWS, USDOJ and private donors. Chesterfield Associates is the
contractor completing the work and the engineer in charge is Fuss and O'Neill, Inc out of Manchester, CT

For Release: Monday, August 28, 2017

DEC Announces Public Meeting Series on Trout Stream Management in
New York State
Meetings to Begin In Ballston Spa on September 13
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) today announced that public meetings will
be held in each DEC region this fall to provide an overview of the state's approach to trout stream management.
The meetings will also elicit feedback from trout stream anglers regarding their preferences and expectations for
the management of these waters.
Commissioner Basil Seggos said, "Informed conversation between stakeholders and DEC staff is essential to ensure
that our trout stream management strategies are not only biologically sound, but up-to-date and consistent with
the desires of today's recreational anglers."
The meetings will feature a 30-minute presentation describing how DEC currently manages trout streams and will
include key findings of a statewide study completed in 2015. The presentation will be followed by a 90-minute discussion period aimed at identifying the measures of trout stream angling quality most important to this segment
of New York's the angling public.
The first meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 13 at the 4H training center at 556 Middleline Road in
Ballston Spa. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and presentation begins at 7:00 p.m.
The dates, times and locations of the additional Trout Stream Management meetings in each region will be publicized by the regional offices and posted on DEC's website as the schedule is finalized.
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LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746

Tel 631-271-4969

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org

RiverBayOutfitters.com
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Published by the Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries
Membership Application Page 2
September 2017
Stuart Buckner, Editor
8 Cardinal Lane
East Islip, NY 11730

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 19, Chapter Meeting
October 4, Board Meeting
October 17, Chapter Meeting at Caleb Smith State Park | 581 W
Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown
Monthly Meetings
On the 3rd
Tuesday
At 7:30 PM

November 1, Board Meeting

Hicksville VFW Hall
320 So. Broadway,
Hicksville, NY
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