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With the summer winding down and the fall 
fishing season hurtling toward us, we look at 
the closing of one chapter, and the beginning of 
another. It is also the same with the Long Is-
land chapter of Trout Unlimited. 

 
Bob Lutz has given two years of dedication to us all,( whom I sincerely thank for his friend-
ship, guidance, wisdom, and leadership), which comes to a close, and the body of our great 
chapter has graciously given me the opportunity to help propel us into an even brighter fu-
ture. When I say “our great chapter”, that is what I sincerely mean. We truly are a GREAT 
chapter.  
 
When I attended my first New York State Council meeting this past June, I thought it would 
be the normal, boring, fall asleep in your seat, type of meeting. I did not even really want to 
go. Since this meeting was taking place during our annual spring outing, I thought I much 
rather would have preferred to be on a stream. But, in the scheme of things, I am glad I went. 
It really opened my eyes to a lot of issues. One of the first things I realized is how “GREAT” 
a chapter we really are! I realized by far, we are one of the largest chapters by membership, we 
are again, by far one of the most active chapters in conservation activities, and we are by far, 
one of the most active chapters in promoting ourselves via casting clinics and public interac-
tion. 
 
We are also in the very top echelons of the state council in the size of our annual banquet 
attendance, general meeting attendance and also in our overall involvement whether it is with 
man hours for projects or with people volunteering for CFR, Boy Scouts, or any other similar 
activities. We can and should be proud of our standing as a state leader of active chapters but 
there’s more. Not only are we at the fore front at the state council level, we are also amongst 
the top chapters at the NATIONAL level! In my humble opinion, THAT is something we 
should realize and recognize about ourselves. 
 
I truly feel one of the major reasons we are such a vital and great chapter is because of our  

Continued on page 5 
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PHILOSOPHY 
 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communin g  w i th 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license 
is a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
f i s h e r y .   I t ' s 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
f i s h e r m a n  i s 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
f ishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
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Next meeting:  
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Hicksville 

Paumonok 
Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos and 
articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. Please send 
material for publication, advertising inquiries and comments 
to the Editor:  

Tom McCoy, 97 Eatons Neck Road, Northport, NY 11768 
tfm97@optonline.net 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Jay Mooney (516) 659 3202 
Vice President: Peter Harris (631) 421 4876 
Secretary:  Rick Lewis  (646) 442-2286  
Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385 8655 
Editor: Tom McCoy (631) 327 1201 
Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 
Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 
Membership: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 
may not be reprinted without prior permission. 

Sep 3 Directors  Meeting, Marriott Residence Inn 
Plainview —  7:30 PM  

**1st WEDNESDAY** 

Sep 16 General Meeting,  7:30 PM 
**3rd TUESDAY**  

Oct 1 Directors  Meeting, Marriott Residence Inn 
Plainview —  7:30 PM  

**1st WEDNESDAY** 

Oct 21* Special Meeting Place and Topic 

General Meeting  
*date and time may change 

Oct  4th Fall Casting Clinic 
Connetquot State Park 

Nov 5 Directors  Meeting, Marriott Residence Inn 
Plainview —  7:30 PM  

**1st WEDNESDAY** 

 Go to  
www.LongIslandTU.org  

for a more complete calendar 
And much more 

069 
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UPDATE: Oyster Bay Mill Pond Fish Passage Feasibility 
Study by Jeff Plackis 
 

Even though the Chapter does not meet over the summer, 
LITU’s Stream Improvement team remained quite active in 
July and August.  The biggest accomplishment was finalizing 
our agreement with Gomez & Sullivan Engineers, P.C. 
(Weare, NH) to conduct the Fish Passage Feasibility Study at 
Oyster Bay Mill Pond, the first and only impassable barrier 
on Mill River, and develop options for fish passage at the 
dam.  On August 14th, a highly successful Kick-off Meeting 
was held with the consultants and our project partners, Envi-
ronmental Defense and Friends of the Bay, which also was 
attended by representatives from Nassau County Depart-
ment of Public Works and the US Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice. 
 

At the meeting, Gomez and Sullivan provided an overview of 
their approach and methodology to conducting the Feasibil-
ity Study.  Some integral feedback from the project partners 
was also obtained and a project contact list was developed to 
facilitate future project communications.  After the meeting, 
Jeff Plackis led the group on a site visit.  The intent of the site 
visit was to familiarize the consultant with the project area, so 
they could gain a better understanding of the system, collect 
some general field measurements (diameter and length of 
culverts, dam height, distance between culvert entrance and 
dam, etc.) and determine if the existing infrastructure would 
limit the potential alternatives (i.e. is there physically enough 
space to install a traditional fish ladder at the dam given the 
close proximity of the bridge?). 
 

The Fish Passage Feasibility Study represents the last major 
objective of the Oyster Bay-Cold Spring Harbor Fish Passage 
Assessment Project that the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) awarded the Chapter a grant for back 
in 2006.  As you may remember, last spring we completed 
the collection of field data associated with the Tributary Sur-
veys that identified all impoundments, ponds, lakes and dams 
in addition to smaller barriers, throughout all streams in the 
watershed.  We will soon be collating the data from the 
Tributary Surveys and, once the Feasibility Study is done, 
incorporating both of these into a full report, which will then 
be submitted to NFWF.  We will also be meeting with local 
landowners and government officials to present our findings, 
and those of Gomez & Sullivan, at a Public Meeting in No-
vember.  This meeting will bring together all stakeholders to 
educate them on the project and the importance of diadro-
mous fish in the watershed with the anticipation that any 
obstacles to either option of fish passage – dam removal of 
installation of a fish ladder – can be cooperatively addressed, 
increasing the likelihood of success of the project. 
 
 
 

Our hope to ultimately facilitate the restoration of habitat 
and fish migrations through successful passage from Oyster 
Bay into Mill River, reestablishing and providing unimpeded 
access to approximately 2 ½ miles of stream, and creating a 
more balanced ecosystem within the Oyster Bay-Cold Spring 
Harbor Watershed is rapidly coming to fruition.  Stay tuned 
and hold on!! 
 
NYSCTU Stream Assessment/Resource Information Sys-
tem & Habitat Improvement Workshop  

By Marc Gilman 
In mid-May 2008, both Ray Thiess and I were privi-

leged to attend the aforementioned class in Warrensburg, 
NY. Over the course of the 3 day program, we were educated 
in stream classification, location of key features in a stream 
which indicate the streams natural evolution, and the stress 
that humans place on our streams. 

 

Encompassing class discussion, we learned about David Ros-
gen and Luna Leopold, two major stream science pioneers, 
and the importance of being able to locate “bankfull” – all 
observations rely on correctly identifying bankfull, which can 
be difficult on streams near urban development. We were also 
taught mathematical formulas for entrenchment, slope, width 
to depth ratio, sinuosity and more.  
 

For part of Saturday we split up into three teams, each with 
it’s own instructor, and were guided through three phases of 
stream analysis, being 1) Stream Visual Assessment Protocol, 
2) Focused Reconnaissance Assessment Protocol, and 3) De-
tailed Evaluation.  
 

Time was also spent using the “EMRiver” River Process 
Simulator. 
This system consists of a sheet metal tray filled with a sand-
like material, and water which is pumped through the system. 
The EMRiver proves to us that a river takes a natural course 
and has it’s own “dynamic equilibrium”, until humans inter-
rupt that equilibrium.   
 

Finally, we learned of  corrective actions we can take to help 
streams return to their original form and flow. 
 

There is a wealth of knowledge to be found on the internet. 
Just Google search for Stream Assessment, Stream Process or 
Stream Classification. Any one of these will provide tons of 
free information to anyone who desires a better understand-
ing of the health of out rivers and streams. 
 

I am grateful to Trout Unlimited for opening my eyes to the 
fact that man is the primary usurper of our soil and water, 
and is solely responsible for the decline of salmonid popula-
tions nationwide, if not globally. This workshop was ex-
tremely educational and just spit out 30 new future “River 
Keepers” 

www.LongIslandTU.org   
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Spring Outing - We had 
good weather and great 
times at the Riverside Lodge 
with plenty of food (pass the 
French Toast one more 
time) and camaraderie...and 
fish!  

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Loop Reels  
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Columbia - Cortland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to Mongolia.” 
  

Richard Siberry 
The Camp-Site Sports Shop 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 

Carlls River/Massapequa Creek Data Logger Retrieval 
scheduled for Sunday Oct. 5th 

 
LITU will be retrieving our temperature data loggers from the 
Carlls River and Massapequa Creek next month and we are 
curious to see how they fared and what results we obtained.  
These data loggers have been monitoring water temperatures, 
turning on and recording stream temperatures every 30 min-
utes for the entire summer.  The recovery of the data loggers is 
set for Sunday, October 5th at 9am.  We will be meeting at 
the Park Ave bridge parking lot in Babylon.  We are looking for 
at least 5-6 volunteers for this effort.  Sign up sheets will be 
available at the September Meeting.  See Jeff Plackis or Joe Od-
ierna at the meeting for more information.  Remember, if you 
volunteer, you get a chance in the Volunteer Raffle for a rod 
that the Chapter will be drawing at next June’s General Meet-
ing! 

Charles Neuner once again treated us to 
some of his fishing techniques and  fly ty-
ing secrets including his own design of the  
Night Coffin Fly, a version meant to give 
you less trouble and more fish on those late 
June nights. He also demonstrated the ovi-
positing spinner which looked good 
enough to eat! Thanks Chuck. 
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New TIC Coordinator 
 

Rochelle has moved on and we wish her well in her fu-
ture endeavors. The new New York State Trout In the 
Classroom Coordinator is  Lilli Ayvazian. Lilli comes to 
us from TIC California where she graduated with a de-
gree in Marine Biology from UCLA. She spent the last 
three years teaching students about Mars, biology, rocks, 
the chaparral, worms slugs, extremophiles and FISH! 
Her first event will be the annual fall TIC conference to 
be held October 14th at the Henry A. Wallace Center a 
the FDR Presidential Library and home. For more infor-
mation contact Lilli at  layvazian@tu.org (703) 595 6706 
or see John Fischer at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
general memberships’ unwavering participation, support and willingness 
to become involved. We could not get anything accomplished without 
you, our members. In five years of being a member of LITU, I have not 
seen the general membership let up one bit in volunteering their time and 
energy to get anything accomplished. I think that is amazing! Another 
reason I feel we are such a leading force both locally and nationally is 
because of the passion and intensity of our board members, but especially 
our past presidents. If you were to attend a Board of Directors meeting, 
besides our Board members you would see most of our past presidents 
there. Regular past president attendees are Jeff Plackis, Boyd Shockley, 
John Fischer, Sol Harz, and of course, Pete Dubno. I know Bob Lutz will 
add to that list. 
 
 Overall, that is approximately 22 years of expertise and leadership! How 
could we NOT be doing great as a chapter with the involvement, support, 
participation,  and passion such as that? Having these gentlemen AND 
our excellent board of directors surround me makes my job that much 
easier. 
 
Of course, I would like to put my own “stamp” on the term I serve, but 
being new at the position I feel very secure in the fact that I can at any-
time, ask anyone of these past presidents for their opinions or suggestions. 
And let’s not forget, I have one of the strongest and most involved Board 
of Directors to consult with and to share their knowledge too. The real 
beauty of the whole situation I think is how well we work together toward 
a common goal. Although we may want to take differing routes to get 
there, we all strive towards the same goal; To Educate, Conserve, Protect, 
and Restore. 
 
Talking about goals, one of the goals I would like us to work towards 
during my tenure is to lead the chapter towards an even higher plane of 
excellence among the state and nationally. I would like us to further this 
by increasing our education of the public by expanding our Trout In the 
Classroom Program, our Adopt A Service Person Program, and initiating 
our Veterans Outreach Program. Other programs I would like us to ex-
pand and enhance are our Membership Program, Financial Development 
Program, Public Relations Program, and of course, our Resource Manage-
ment and Protection Programs. 
 
Another goal I would like us to achieve is in keeping our speakers at the 
monthly meetings fresh, new, and most of all interesting. Last year we had 
a great success at our January meeting when we had Ed Engle as our key-
note speaker and tyer. We are in the process of securing another well 
known speaker, tyer, guide, and fisherman, again, for our January meet-
ing. (Details will be released as soon as possible).  Of course, we cannot 
afford to get someone of Ed’s caliber at every meeting, but we do have 
some interesting speakers lined up already and are always searching for 
more. 
 
We have a full slate of activities and programs in the fall. To start things 
off, we have our fall casting clinic and the fall fishing festival on tap for 
October. Why not become more involved and give one a try? If you’re 
interested, please see me or anyone of our other dedicated Board mem-
bers. We would love to see more of you plus, they are just plain old fun! 
 
In closing, I would like to once again thank the general membership for 
your faith and confidence in giving me the opportunity to guide this great 
chapter of ours. I would also like to thank our board members in advance 
for all the time and effort I know they will put into this chapter and of 
course, our past presidents who do stay so involved. I hope to see you all 
at the September general meeting. Until then, let’s all remember to do 
what we can to Educate, Protect, Conserve, and Restore! 

Best Fishes, 
                                                                Jay Mooney  
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An interview with John Fischer 
 

Ed: John, when did you start fishing?  
JF: Growing up in Brooklyn near Marine 
Park & Gerritsen Creek, my Mom would 
walk us about 1/2 mile to Mill Creek along 
Avenue U to fish for snapper blues during 
the summer each year. My brother Rich and 
I would use a seine net to catch fresh spearing for bait. We 
used bamboo poles with bobbers and Mustad hooks which 
came in wooden boxes. 
 

Ed: When did you catch your first trout,?  
JF: I was a convert to trout fishing when my wife bought me a 
Cortland fly rod kit with rod, reel line and how-to video from 
Costco. Next I went out and bought some streamer flies from 
Urban Angler in NY C.  I had overheard a man and his son 
talking at Sports Authority about a fall stocking of big rainbow 
trout in Massapequa Reservoir along the west bank by Sunrise 
highway outlet. Wearing rubber chest waders I waded out and 
tried casting like I saw in the video. I proceeded to lose all but 
one of my streamers high in the Fir trees on my backcasts. I 
waded out to the very tiptop of my waders and cast my last 
black nose dace streamer where I thought I saw a swirl and 
began stripping in the streamer. When bang, the fish hit it and 
I pulled in a 21 inch rainbow. I went home and joined TU. I 
met Sol Harz at the meeting and the rest is history. 
 

Ed: How did you know about TU?  
JF: I had heard and read about the organization for a few 
years. I owned a vacation home on a pond and freshwater 
fished for bass and blue gills with light tackle spinning gear. I 
had watched fly-fishing on TV and like many of us always 
wanted to give it a try. After catching a trout I wanted to learn 
more and decided to attend a few meetings to see what it was 
like. I'm glad I did as it has been a very rewarding experience. 
 

Ed: I know you edited this newsletter for 10 years but what 
other positions have you held in LITU?  
JF: Like Sol, I was the coffee man, that unsung hero of each 
meeting who brews the java that enables the relaxing interac-
tion of our membership at the monthly meeting. I also served 
on the board of directors, then as Vice President. I followed 
Sol into the LITU Presidency. After my term I continued on 
the board as the TIC coordinator and became the NYS TU 
Council Chairman of Youth Education. 
 

Ed: What is your favorite trout stream? 
JF:  I have many favorites but I have a particular place in my 
heart for the Willowemoc headwater streams: Fir Brook and 
Butternut Brook. The natural Brookies are never big, but they 
are plentiful and willing and the environs simply out splendor 
much of the bigger waters I fish. 
 

Ed: How did you come to get involved with TIC? 
JF: I became involved in ‘98 after I had read about the pro-
gram the year before in Trout magazine. I contacted Joan  
 

 

Soliar at the number in the article. Joan was very helpful in 
pointing me in the right direction and I started our first 3 
schools that year. I worked closely with Joan and Arthur 
Stoliar over the years and volunteered at a lot of their re-
leases and yearly teacher meetings when the program was 
sponsored by Theodore Gordon Fly Fishers, NYC DEP 
and the Catskill Watershed Foundation. I became a TIC 
Original Board member and provided technical advice on 
new equipment and school visits. I continued as the Take a 
Kid Fishing director. (We added TIC schools each year 
since 2002. We sponsored 38 schools last year.) The scope 
and scale of the TIC program was expanding beyond the 
capacity of Theodore Gordon fly fishers and TU was asked 
to support the program as it grew to a nationwide program.  
 

Ed: Tell me about your work with taking kids fishing. 
 JF: As a result of working with TIC on Long Island  and 
helping the Stoliars with their NYC school program, I was 
introduced to some trustees of the Norcross Wild-
life Foundation. Which provided a grant for our early TIC 
schools. Two of the board members later contacted me to 
assist in the day to day operation of Take a Kid Fishing, a not 
for profit that would take groups of inner city kids ages 6-12  
on a fishing outing from Sheepshead Bay aboard the Sea-
QueenVII each spring and summer. I really enjoyed the re-
sults of this work. Seeing a kid’s eyes light up when he 
caught his first fish is one of the best rewards you can ex-
perience in life. We ran up to 24 outings a year. 
 

Ed: You will be working for TU National in assisting other 
chapters with their TIC programs. How’d that come about? 
JF:  Take a Kid Fishing morphed into a new not for profit 
called the Headwater Initiative which became one of the major 
sources of funding for Trout in the Classroom (TIC) pro-
gram in NYC. This past year the Headwaters board  con-
tacted TU National about combining efforts, funding and 
support. As a result I was offered and accepted a position 
on TU  National  staff as a Regional Technical  Director 
for the NY area. I will continue to work with NYC, Long 
Island and NYC Watershed area schools in this new posi-
tion taking some of the workload off the NY Region TIC 
coordinator as it pertains to tank setup, equipment and 
maintenance issues that arise during the school year. I will 
also structure and offer training for teachers and TU volun-
teers at seminars and meetings; also help teachers and stu-
dents  deal with water quality issues of their trout raising 
systems on a day to day basis. It is a big undertaking; we will 
be looking for volunteers to train and  will develop a techni-
cal assistant’s intern program with a local college. This will 
take place over the course of the year. 
 

Ed: What advice do you have for new TU Members? 
JF: Take part, take interest and just get up and go 
do something positive for our world. We all think about 
how nice it would be to leave this world a bit of better place 
and now is the time to do something about it. Just do it!  
 

Ed: John, you do so much for so many. Thanks.  
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 Please Patronize Our Friends and Supporters 
 

 Bob’s Canoe Rentals on the Nissequogue  - (631) 269 9761 - www.canoerentalslongisland.com 
 Bradley Custom Fly Reels - www.firbrookflies.com, (845) 439 4046 , Rich & Barb Bradley  
 Capt. Brett Greco – Fly Fishing Guide MT & FL, www.grecosonthefly.com, (406) 640 2627 
 Camp-Site Sport Shop  - campsiteLI@aol.com , (631) 271 4969, Richard Siberry 
 Charles Neuner  - Fine Hand Crafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods, (631) 598 3863 
 Fins to Feathers Ltd. Taxidermy  - (516) 847 0087,  Rich 
 Glacier Bay Sports - Kayak Rental - Northport (631) 262 9116 
 Hooks & Brooks Guide Service  - www.ny-fishingguide.com, (631) 589 0065, Mark Malenovsky 
 Northwoods Rods  (516) 221 5599,  Jay Mooney/Pete Harris - Making bamboo...affordable 
 LI Flyrodders – Meet 1st Tuesday @ VFW 55 Hickory Lane, Levittown @ 7:30, www.lifr.org 
 Massage Therapy  - (631) 585 4855, Jane Ferlise 
 Northport Rod and Reel - (631) 368 7335 - Bait, tackle  & friendly advice - Dave Flanagan  
 Orvis Greenvale  -  www.orvis.com/intro.asp?subject=546, (516) 484 1860, Dean Tsantilas 
 Powers & Marshall  - Real Estate Analysts & Consultants, (516) 248 5511, Ted Powers 
 RiverBay Flyfishing Outfitters  - www.riverbayflyfishing.com , (631) 842 2880 

From Jack Pangburn 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Casting Clinic October 4th  at  
Connetquot State Park 

 

Volunteers Needed — Contact:  
Boyd Shockley 516 396 0192  

First - An Anthology of Angling Experiences 
has been compiled and published by the Catskill Fly 
Fishing Center and Museum. This 146 page collection 
offers a unique, home-spun view of our beloved Cats-
kills and the folks that fish them. Contact the CFFCM 
for information at flyfish@catskill.net 
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 Tuesday, Sept 16th at 7:30 PM 
 

Montana 2008 
Peter Dubno 
Don’t miss it! 
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Wyoming Cutt Slam – An Odyssey - by Jeff Plackis 
 
The Wyoming Cutt Slam program was started by the Wyoming Game & Fish Department in 1996 to encourage anglers to learn more 
about their cutthroat management program.  Cutthroats originally ranged throughout the Intermountain West and are, in fact, the only 
species of trout native to the area.  They are more sensitive to environmental degradation and pollution than other species of trout and 
have been largely wiped out in much of their native habitat.  The Cutt Slam is pretty straightforward: anglers that catch all 4 subspecies of 
cutthroat (Yellowstone, Snake River, Colorado River and Bonneville) in Wyoming, all in distinct and separate drainages, and provide a 
photograph of the fish, with the date and water where it was caught, are sent a nice certificate from Wyoming G&F. You might remem-
ber seeing an episode of TUTV from 1999 where the host, Tim Linehan, had accomplished the “Cutt Slam”.  When I watched that 
show, I promised myself that someday I would do that. 
 

Slowly this dream started to become a reality.  As of May of this year, only 479 anglers in the world have successfully completed the Cutt 
Slam. Now add Scott Beck, Peter Dubno and myself to that short list!  Back in 1998 on our first fly fishing trip out west, Scott and I 
caught our first Yellowstone Cutts on the Yellowstone River in Yellowstone National Park at what was then called Buffalo Ford (now 
Nez Perce Ford).  Peter caught his, years earlier.  In 2006 when I was out west with Tom McCoy and Joe Odierna, I caught my first 
Snake River Cutt on the Hoback River, just on the outskirts of Jackson, Wyoming, when Joe and I were passing through heading to 
Dutch John.  This year I caught a few more (as did Scott & Peter), one of which was a nice 18” fine spot from Flat Creek on the Na-
tional Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole which I submitted as my catch.  But we all still needed to find the Bonneville and Colorado River 
Cutts.  
 

While planning this year’s trip, knowing that we would be spending time in Wyoming, I had emailed the local Wyoming Game & Fish 
Biologist and asked where would be our best opportunity of finding the Bonneville and Colorado River Cutts close to Jackson.  He got 
back to me with detailed info on where to find the Colorado River Cutt: in the headwaters of the Green River Drainage (which eventu-
ally flows into the Colorado). He  went so far as to specify which bridge to cross and fish upstream from there!  North Horse Creek was 
about a 2 hour drive south of Jackson.  Scott, Peter and I were all into fish as soon as we hit the stream. 
 

The Bonneville Cutt would prove to be a little more difficult.  In Wyoming this species is only native to the Bear River Drainage, which 
eventually flows into Great Salt Lake.  The name Bonneville comes from the ancient Lake Bonneville that flooded Utah.  The Biologist 
had written me that they only remain in a few, very remote, headwaters streams, way up in the Wyoming Range.  It would be about a 2 ½ 
hour drive from Jackson, including 8 miles up a gravel Forest Service road to reach the stream.  We found the stream no problem and 
split up to increase our chances.  We all caught several and would have loved to stay, fish longer and explore this beautiful section of the 
mountains, but it was getting late and we wanted to be back on the paved road before nightfall. 
 

So there you have it: our Wyoming Cutt Slam odyssey.  We had completed the Cutt Slam catching the final 3 species we all needed within 
2 days.  Along the way, we ventured into some of the most remote and most breathtaking sections of western Wyoming and fished some 
of the most beautiful streams I have ever fished, everyone of which was on public land!  Yep, we each own it - whether it was Yellow-
stone National Park, the USFWS National Elk Refuge or the Bridger-Teton National Forest.  We weren’t fishing at some exclusive, high 
priced private club or elite resort where only the wealthy and privileged can fish, but on public land, accessible to anyone.  It provided us 
with an opportunity to learn more about Wyoming's cutthroat sub-species, develop an appreciation of the cherished and wild places they 
each live and gain a firm understanding of how protecting their fragile habitat is so vital to their survival. 
 
Link to Wyoming G&F “Cutt Slam” Program: http://gf.state.wy.us/services/news/pressreleases/08/05/16/080516_1.asp  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Jeff with Yellowstone Cutt,  a Colorado Cutt, a Snake River Cutt, and a Bonneville Cutt - The Slam! Congratulations to Jeff,  
Scott Beck and Peter Dubno.  

Anyone else interested in joining them?  
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