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Long Island Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Newsletter
T.U.
PHILOSOPHY
We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

October 2015

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 @ 7:30 PM
Flyfishing Penn Spring Creeks - Tom LoProto
& How to Photo Your Catch -John Fischer
NOTE: THIS MONTH’S MEETING WILL BE
HELD AT CALEB SMITH STATE PARK
The fall fishing is upon us, don’t forget to renew your licenses for fishing (add the Marine
fishing registration option for free in NYS).
Last month Chris Visco delighted the meeting
with his Fishing Alaska presentation. I wanted to go home and book a trip to Alaska,
Maybe next year.
This month we are holding our Chapter Meeting on Oct. 20, at Caleb Smith State
Park Preserve in Smithtown. We’ll meet at the historic Clubhouse on the north side of
Jericho Turnpike at 7:30pm. Please park in the lower lot.
Tommy LoProto and I will be the speakers. Tom has a short presentation on his
trout expeditions onto Pennsylvania Spring Creeks which is very interesting. ( He gave the
board a preview of it last spring) I will present a short presentation on tips for taking those
fish pictures or fish porn as some call it, with the key being, how to do it smartly and
safely for the fish and show you both is the best light. The presentation is based on articles
on the subject by Deneki Outdoors newsletter.
The Bamboo Rod Raffle is selling fast and will likely sellout soon, There are only
17 tickets left out of a total 60 tickets. So all you of you wait until the last minute types,
better jump in and get that ticket. You have to BE IN IT TO WIN IT. SEE PAGE 6 FOR
DETAILS
The participants in the Casting for Recovery retreat were “guided” by volunteers
from the Long Island Flyrodders and our Chapter members. The experience of guiding
these ladies on their flyfishing adventure is one of the best feelings you’ll ever have as a
volunteer. Thank you to LITU volunteers Scott Beck, Mike Parody, Jason Creech, Peter
Yuskevich, Joe Pepe, Tom McCoy, Wolfgang Porte, Mike Postol, Ken Astark, Sol Harz
and yours truly. I believe I have all the LITU volunteers if I forgot you please accept my
apology
See page 4 for info on the I FISH NEW YORK Free Family Fishing Festival on
October 17th. You can email me at johnrfischer1@gmail.com if your interested in volunteering to help with this event.
Tight Lines,
John Fischer
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Save the Date
(upcoming eve nts )
Future Guest Speakers
Oct– Pennsylvania Creeks –Tom LoProto and Denaki Outdoors tutorial
on Fish Photography by John
Fischer@ Caleb Smith State Park
Nov.– Flyfishing Russia—Lee Hartmann
Dec,- Holiday Party
Events

E Mail: johnrfischer1@gmail.com

LIE
Northern State Pkwy

10
le

06

Southern State Pkwy

il
sv

VFW

ck
Hi

Rte1

7

Wantagh State

e
Rt

Old Country Rd

Oct. 6th Board Meeting
October 16,17,18 Fall Fishing Outing—Pennsylvania spring creeks near
State College PA—SOLD OUT
Oct. 20th Chapter Meeting will be at
Caleb Smith State Park
Oct. 26 –31 Steelhead Western -NYS
Nov. 7 State Council Mtg—Pulaski
http://www.longislandtu.org
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Ken’s Korner T.U. Tips October 2015
Reading Currents in Pools - Smooth, flat
pools or runs may seem to be running at a uniform flow or speed from bank to bank. This
presents a question as to where to cast your fly
if no fish are rising. If you look closely, the
surface of the water will provide clues to
where the fish are holding. Look for the path
of leaves, pine needles, foam, or other items
on the water. There may be more than one
such path. Fish will hold in these currents, as
the insects will drift on and below the surface
there. The better fish will likely be closer to
the head of the pool.

Fish Out Casts, Especially Bad Ones - Some
anglers will pick up their line for another cast
immediately after floating over a rise. Others
will make an inaccurate cast and quickly rip
the line off the water to cast again. Both of
these actions should be avoided, whether fishing surface or subsurface flies. Ideally, a cast
should fall upon the water sufficiently upstream of a fish or holding lie so that the fish
is not alarmed. Then, the line should be allowed to drift to and beyond the fish, lying on
the water long enough so that the disturbance
of the line pickup does not spook the fish.
Even with an inaccurate cast, it is usually better to allow the line and fly to drift down to a
point where it can be quietly picked off the
water and recast.

sional guides know the importance of getting a
long, slack drift. We all know that this is desirable, but most guides emphasize it above all
else. Learning how to mend, they say, is more
important than learning how to cast. With that
in mind, a lot of anglers underestimate the importance of where to stand in a stream. Your
position determines to a large extent how good
(and long) your drift can be. If you are a worldclass caster, maybe you can stand anywhere.
But the rest of us poor mortals need a little help,
and that's what you'll get by standing in the right
place. For example, never try to fish from the
head of an eddy downstream, even if casting
with some slack. In many conditions, even a
slack line can exert drag on your fly.
Generally the best place to stand is far enough
downstream so that your target area is 45 to 50
degrees upstream. Then mend as needed. Dick
Evans

Sub-Surface Noise Spooks Fish - One of the
quickest ways to spook a fish in a stream is to
wade carelessly. Noise travels especially well in
water, and even the most careful wading makes
some noise. Careless wading causes undue disturbance and noise from gravel, splashing, and
by compression waves caused by water pushed
ahead of you. Last but not least is the noise
caused by a wading staff being thrust into the
streambed or dragged behind you. Careful and
quiet wading will permit you to catch more fish
per outing. It may also save you from a dunking.
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net

http://www.longislandtu.org
Long, Slack Drift Is Important - Profes-
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Fall Family Free Fishing
Festival
The annual Fall Family Fishing Festival will be held on
Saturday, October 17 at Hempstead Lake State Park
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) Regional Director
Carrie Meek Gallagher announced today. The DEC's
I FISH NY Program and Freshwater Fisheries Unit is
sponsoring the event along with the New York State
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
(OPRHP). No fishing license is required for this event
and admission and parking are free. Festival activities
begin at 10 a.m. and offers fly-fishing instruction, casting practice, loaner rods, free bait, and fish cleaning
services. Additionally, a display area will be set up by
Trout Unlimited, DEC Environmental Education, New
York State Parks as well as other fishing and environmental organizations. Children's activities will also
begin at 10 a.m. and will include pumpkin decorating,
a magic show, pony rides and face painting. A casting
contest where participants can catch a pumpkin or
"hook" a prize will be held by the Knights of Columbus

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands
Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting

of Seaford. Casting contest prizes are provided by I
FISH NY, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, The Fisherman Magazine, and
Dick's Sporting Goods.
Prior to the festival, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation will stock South and

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

McDonald Ponds in Hempstead Lake State Park with
hundreds of brook and rainbow trout. DEC also stocks

The Camp-Site Sports Shop

several water bodies in Nassau and Suffolk Counties
including: Upper Twin Pond (Wantagh), Oyster Bay
Mill Pond, Massapequa Reservoir, and 12 other Suf-

1877 New York Ave.
Huntington Station, NY 11746.
Tel 631-271-4969

folk County lakes with brown trout. These stockings
will occur by October 20 and will provide excellent
prospects for fall fishing. A second DEC stocking will
occur by November 6.
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Trout Unlimited, stakeholders call for
solution in wake of Animas River
mine blowout
Trout Unlimited today called for urgent action
to clean up the scourge of abandoned hardrock mines,
in the wake of a catastrophic spill of some 3 million
gallons of toxic abandoned mine runoff into a tributary
of the Animas River above Durango, Colorado
An EPA crew working at the site inadvertently
caused the spill, sending an orange plume containing
toxic heavy metals coursing down the Animas through
Durango on Thursday and moving toward the New
Mexico state line. The spill could threaten the health of
valuable fisheries and wildlife habitat in the Animas
basin. State wildlife officials are currently testing the
fishery to gauge impacts
“This toxic spill into the Animas is a shocking
incident that underscores how vulnerable our rivers,
streams and fisheries are to abandoned hardrock mine
pollution,” said Steve Kandell, director of TU’s Sportsmen’s Conservation Project. “Trout Unlimited will be
monitoring the situation in coming days to assess the
impact to our waters and world-class trout fishery in
the Animas River. Needless to say, the health of our
local community and recreation-based economy depends heavily on water quality. This is a wake-up call
to Coloradans and the nation on the need to find solutions to abandoned mines.”
There are an estimated 500,000 abandoned
hardrock mines--23,000 in Colorado alone--affecting
some 40 percent of headwaters in the West. Hundreds
of these mine sites dot the San Juan Mountains area,
many oozing a mixture of toxic heavy metals, and low
pH that devastate aquatic life.
While the EPA caused this disastrous spill, and
bears responsibility for the cleanup, the problem is
much larger in scope than one mine, and calls for a
more comprehensive solution.
For years, Trout Unlimited and other conservation groups have been working voluntarily to clean up
these mine sites. TU is actively working with industry,
agriculture, elected officials, the Animas River Stakeholders Group and others to find a policy solution that
provides more incentives and support for cleaning up
these toxic mine sites. This solution needs to reduce the
likelihood of a catastrophic event of this magnitude
from happening again.

http://www.longislandtu.org
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The raffle for a Chuck Neuner handmade bamboo rod is in full swing
and the tickets are going fast, so don’t be left out in the cold on this great
chance on a rod of a lifetime. ONLY 17 TICKETS LEFT!
It is a 7’ 6”, 2 piece, 4/5 weight. Here are the details:
Medium dark blonde oven tempered cane
Blued ferrules, fittings and reel seat hardware
Premium cork grip with custom turned cigar shape
Dark olive silk wraps with fine dark cardinal accents
Bronzed snake guides with blued carbide stripping guide
Nickel silver cap and ring reel seat with maple burl spacer
Split from a single culm of bamboo
Tips are mirror matched
Complete with extra tip, sail cloth rod bag, brass capped rod tube and ferrule plug
A purchase value of at least $1,250
ONLY 60 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD
GET YOURS EARLY!
1 TI CKET FOR $40 3 TICKETS FOR $100

Make checks out to LITU and send them to:

Tom LoProto 68 Murray Drive
Westbury, NY 11590
Tom will enter you into the raffle and mail back your ticket stub.
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Massapequa Creek
Survey Project

RiverBayOutfitters.com

Stream improvement and habitat restoration are ever present in the thoughts of our
Chapter Stream Restoration Committee Chairman Jeff Plackis. He is looking for a few good
men or women interested in participating in a
stream project survey of the Massapequa Creek
watershed on Saturday October 24th.
Jeff and board member Joe Odierna will
lead the survey on that day. The will likely select sites for stream improvement projects that
will upon approval by the DEC enhance the
habitat and quality of the watershed.
If you have interest in working on a project as a Chapter volunteer contact Jeff Plackis
at LITroutbum@yahoo.com

The Long Island Fly Rodders
meet the first Tuesday of each month
at
Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane
Levittown, NY
www.liflyrodders.org

http://www.longislandtu.org
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Published by the Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries
Membership Application Page 2
John Fischer, Editor
314 Randall Ave.
Freeport, NY 11520

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 16,17,18 Fall Fishing Outing—Pennsylvania spring
creeks near State College PA
October 20th Chapter Meeting will be at Caleb Smith State
Park
Monthly Meetings
On the 3rd
Tuesday
At 7:30 PM

Oct. 26—31 Steelhead Trip—Western NY Lake Erie Tribs
Nov. 7, 2015 NYS Council of TU Meeting—Pulaski, NY

Hicksville VFW
Hall
320 So. Broadway,
Hicksville, NY
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Casting for Recovery
2015
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