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It was really great seeing all those smiling faces and           
listening to the stories about the various summer trips, family 
vacations, and fishing trips from those in attendance at our 

September chapter meeting. This meeting was our “season opener” after our summer meeting   
hiatus and I know that I always look forward to attending. 
 

I must tell you though that I’m quite disappointed. At this well attended meeting there were several 
sign up sheets put out asking for volunteers for upcoming LITU projects and events. Very few 
names were on these lists when I collected them at the end of the night. What really made me angry 
was that only two people signed up to be river helpers at the Casting for Recovery retreat at      
Connetquot State Park on September 29. Most everyone should be chomping at the bit to help out 
at a Casting for Recovery retreat! I overheard some people grumbling that the fishing hasn’t been 
very good at Connetquot . So what! Casting for Recovery is such a worthwhile cause and helping 
these ladies who have been through rough times should be the focal point, not how good or bad the 
fishing is. There is still time to volunteer to help at the retreat. Please, contact Sol Harz at 
solh53@verizon.net. 
 

Thank you to Peter Dubno for his Montana 2013presentation at the September meeting. Peter and 
friends covered a lot of Montana territory this summer. You should all get out that way at least 
once in your lifetime. Photos and video do not come close to the real thing. It’s great to see that 
Peter is passing down his vast knowledge of fly fishing these areas to his son. 
 

Make sure to note that our October 15 chapter meeting will not be at the Hicksville VFW but will 
instead be at Caleb Smith State Park in Smithtown. Clarence Ware, park manager, will fill us in on 
what is happening in the park plus our main speaker for the evening will be no other than our own 
Ken Matera doing a presentation on Steelhead Fishing at Pulaski, NY. Steelhead season is starting 
in the Great Lakes areas so the timing is perfect for Ken’s presentation. In fact I’ll be part of a 
rather large LITU contingent heading up to the Buffalo area in late October to battle those chrome 
beauties. Let’s get a large turnout for Clarence and Ken at this unique setting. 
 

Check the Paumonok and the LITU website for upcoming projects and events such as data logger 
deployments, Hempstead Lake Fall Fishing Festival, Casting for Recovery retreat, Massapequa 
Creek restoration work, and many other activities. But do keep in mind that we cannot accomplish 
our commitment to preserve, protect, restore, and educate if we do not get the volunteer help. 
 

Don’t forget to buy a lot of raffles for our Holiday Rod Raffle to be drawn at our December holiday 
party meeting. We are offering a really sweet Winston VSR 8 foot/4 weight/4 piece rod. Buy those 
raffles! 
 

Here’s something I bet of you forgot…..your fishing licenses expire September 30!!! 
And remember, it’s never too early to start donating prizes for our Annual Fundraiser Dinner 
Dance. 
 

Respectfully, 
Peter Harris 

T.U. 
PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery.  It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
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December 2013 
 

December 4 - Board 
                      Meeting 
 
December 17 - Chapter  
                         Meeting 
     **Holiday Party** 

January 2014 
 

January 8 - Board  
                   Meeting 
 
January 21 - Chapter    
                     Meeting 
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October 2013 
 

October 2 - Board   
                   Meeting 
 
October 15 - Chapter 
                    Meeting 
*At Caleb Smith Park* 

November 2013 
 

November 6 - Board 
                    Meeting   

 
November 19 - Chapter  
                         Meeting   

 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 
may not be reprinted without prior permission. 
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Future Guest Speakers and Happenings 
 
Oct. 15 -  Chapter meeting. 
                 Ken Mattera - Steelhead! 
                 **At Caleb Smith State Park** 
 
Oct. 19 - Fall Family Fishing and Children’s Festival  
                Hempstead Lake State Park 
 
Nov. 19 - Chapter meeting. 
                  Doug Ernst - The Carmen's River 
 
Dec. 17 - Chapter meeting. 
                Holiday Party. 

 

Believe it or not, it’s been one year since I took over the 
editing of Paumonok! I can’t fathom how quickly it has 
passed.  
 

I remember when I was a kid how the “adults” used to 
always tell me that time passes much faster the older you 
get. Well, now that I’m supposedly an adult and most 
definitely “older”, I can say that is absolutely true! 
 

In the past year of editing and publishing the Paumonok, 
I have tried my best to make it more professional, more 
informative, and more entertaining. I hope I have         
accomplished that. However, this undertaking cannot 
be done by one person alone!  
 

As I mentioned in my first “Editors Notes”, I      
welcome, look forward to, and embrace any and all 
suggestions, story’s and articles. To echo this 
month’s President’s line, I too am a little               
disappointed in the participation. In the whole year 
I’ve been doing this, I have only gotten responses 
from two people - who I now consider contributing 
editors - Ken Mattera, and Tom McCoy.    
 

I am grateful for and sincerely thank Tom and Ken 
but remember people, this newsletter is for YOU, 
and should be BY YOU too. Without your input, I / 
we have no idea what articles you would like to see 
more of, what information you like, or even any  
suggestions you may have to improve  Paumonok. 
 

All it takes is a quick E mail to me to submit any 
suggestions or even an article or story you would 
even like to submit for publication (if needed, I will 
keep any correspondence anonymous). None of us 
here are professionals so please, don’t be shy! 
 

Just as with the chapter itself, without YOUR            
participation, the Paumonok will get old and stale. 
We need input to keep it evolving and to bring you 
the most up to date and best newsletter we can. 
 

Please feel free to drop me a line at  
LITU Editor @aol.com.  
 
 
Jay Mooney 
Editor–in-chief 

Once again Long Island Trout Unlimited will be hosting a   
Comedy for Conservation Night on Thursday, November 
21, 2013 at Governor’s Comedy Club in Levittown. 
 
Come on down and join us for an evening of hilarious,      
homegrown and hometown comedy while helping to keep 
the fresh waters of Long Island clean, cold, and pure. 
All monies raised will help LITU continue our mission of 
conserving, protecting, and restoring the rivers, lakes and 
streams of our home - Long Island.  
 
Donations are $20.00 per ticket and will be on sale at the 
October  and November monthly meetings. Please see Jay 
Mooney. Tickets MUST be purchased by Monday        
November 19 unless other arrangements have been made. 
Unfortunately tickets will NOT be available at the door. 
 
Last years date was phenomenal and a GREAT time was 
had by all! So, bring friend (or two), enjoy an adult         
beverage (or two) and come have a great time while         
supporting a great cause! 
 
Contact: Jay Mooney at 516-221-5599 or                     
LITU Editor@AOL.com for tickets or additional           
information 
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LongIslandFlyFishing.com 
Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and  Bluefin Tuna 

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun included 

CS ICAGAIN  CHARTERS   

 LIG HT  TACK LE  AND FLY  F I SH ING  O N THE  NORTH  SHO RE ,  MONTAUK  A ND O RIENT  

Custom Scout 235 
Huntington, CSH and Northport 

Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’         
Montauk and Orient  Full Day 

Phone: (516)383-0508 

E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com 

Captain Robin Calitri 
 
 

Email the editor to be included in future        
listings at:  

LITU Editor@aol.com 
 

FOR SALE: 
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand 
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used 
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used 
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.               
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00. 

If interested contact Jay Mooney at                            
AdirondackJ@aol.com .  
 

FOR SALE:  16’ Yamaha Jon Boat. 40 HP Yamaha 
Engine. Front and rear casting platforms. Portable live 
well, fish finder, trailer, many extra’s. Extremely well 
maintained. Asking $3500.                                                  
Call Lou : 347-421-5054 

FOR SALE: “The Fly Factory” fly tying board by  
Oasis, new $119, asking $99. 

14’ Heritage Marquesa Kayak with captain seat, pad-
dle with leash, 2 recessed rod holders, 1 ramball 
mount with rod holder asking $800.                                            
Contact: Pete at Yuskevich53@msn.com 

FOR SALE: St. Croix Legend Ultra 9’, 9WT, 3pc, 
Fly rod. Excellent shape. $150.00. 
 

St. Croix Avid 9’6”, 7Wt, 2 pc. Fly rod. 
 Good condition. $100.00. 
 

LL Bean GQS Guide Series Fly rod. 9’, 5WT, 2 pc. 
$75.00 
If interested contact John Fischer at 516-425-4198. 
 
FOR SALE: 7 1/2 ‘ fiberglass fly rod by Harnell. 6/7 
Wt., 2 pc. Circa 1950’s. Good condition. Original 
owner. Contact Bill O’Brien. 
631-261-3021 
 
 

 

 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 
 
 
 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 

 

4 www.LongIslandTU.org   



5 

Annual NY freshwater fishing licenses expired at the 
end of  September and we wanted to remind our 
members to renew before they fish into the fall.  
 
The NY  fishing license can now be purchased 
Online. However, the downside to purchasing online 
is it can take up to 2 weeks before your license      
arrives. The state will allow you to print out a receipt 
which is acceptable proof of having a license. The 
receipt is only good for 14 days.  
 
It would be a good idea to also sign up for the NY 
Marine Waters registry for 2014 at the same time you 
purchase your license. You can do this at many of the 
usual places you purchase your license. This NY 
Registry will supposedly be enforced for marine    
waters sometime in the future. 

 
 

The Long Island Fly Rodders  
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 

 Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 
55 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY 

 
www.liflyrodders.org 

5 

Even though it is only October of 2013, the 2014 Dinner 
Dance Committee has already had it’s first meeting with 
another one already planned.    
 

The date for the Long Island Trout Unlimited 2014 Dinner 
Dance is tentatively March 7, 2014. The festivities will 
begin at 7:00 and last until 11:00. The venue will once 
again be the Milleridge Cottage in Jericho.  
 

If you missed last years event, be sure not to miss this one 
as it promises to be even better and more action packed. 
There will be yet more updated and interesting prizes, 
more food, and more dancing! What else can you ask for? 
 

However, to make this years Dinner Dance even more     
successful, we still need your help. We are already looking 
for donations for prizes and/or auction items. This is our  
major fundraiser of the year and the proceeds are needed 
to keep our chapter running and our work progressing.  
 

If you are interested in supporting our great cause, and   
enjoying outstanding food, excellent drinks, and awesome 
friends and prizes, come down and join us.  
 
Each month we will bring you updates on the progress of 
the event planning.  
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Beadheads on Hooks  
After crushing down the barb, place the hook in the vise 
in a vertical manner with the hook point facing upward 
and the vise jaws holding the hook shank. Use a small 
pair of hackle pliers or tweezers to grasp the bead,    
making sure the holes in the bead are exposed. The bead 
is then placed over the hook point, small hole first. Once 
the bead is down to the bend of the hook, the pliers can 
be removed, the hook removed from the vise, and the 
bead slid to the eye. Then, place the hook back in the 
vise in the normal manner. 
 

Hooks to Improve Flat-Lying Flies  
Most dry flies call for standard dry fly hooks: for       
example Mustad 94840, TMC 100, etc. Try experiment-
ing with a different style of hook when tying parachute 
duns, Comparaduns, Haystacks, spinner  patterns, and 
similar flies that lie flat on the surface of the water. For 
example, Mustad 94831 and TMC 5212 hooks feature 
2XL (extra long) hook shanks. This will allow you to use 
a #14 hook to tie a #12 fly. The shank is the same length 
as the #12 but the gape size is #14. This results in less 
steel projecting below the surface of the water. It should 
be noted that the 94831 is a 2XF (extra fine) hook and 
the 5212 is a 1XF hook (the same as the standard dry).  
The former would be a better hook to use for sparse flies 
such as spinners.  It should also be noted that these hook 
designs are sold in sizes 6 to 16. The reduced hook gap 
should not adversely affect the hooking of fish, as there 
is usually no material  below the shank on the above-
mentioned fly styles to impede hooking. 
 

Easy Technique to Trim Spinner Wings 
It can be difficult to trim the length of spent-wing flies 
evenly. The wings are often left too short if you trim 
each wing separately. There is an easier way to trim both 
wings at the same time. Tie in the spent wings as you 
normally would, but tie them in slightly long. After the 
wing has been secured in place, grasp both wings, pull 
them upward together and clip the two wings at the same 
time. Each wing should be trimmed to the length of the 
body. 
 

Winding Hackle  
When hackling a fly that requires two or more hackles, 
try winding the hackle with the thickest stem first,     
followed by the thinner stemmed hackle(s). If done in 
this fashion, your fly will be neater because the thinner 
hackle will be less likely to splay the initial thicker 
hackle fibers in an unruly manner. 
 

Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

                                            
 

 

The Fall Family Fishing and Children’s Festival will 
be held on Saturday October 19th, from 10am-4pm 
at Hempstead Lake State Park, MacDonald Pond.   

We need your help! 
  

Come out and enjoy a day of fishing with the entire  
family!  Headlining the event is a children’s “Casting for 
Pumpkins” contest. Over 1,000 trout are stocked for the 

festival. 
  

We ask that volunteers arrive between 9-9:30am to assist 
setting up the event. We will have water provided to us 
by NYS Parks, but we recommend bringing your own 

water & refreshments. 
  

Date: Saturday, October 19th 
Location: Hempstead Lake State Park 

Time: 10 am – 4 pm 
Age: All 

Cost: $6 for participants 12 years and older  
(free for Volunteers) 

 
Directions: Take exit 18 off Southern State Parkway. 

Follow the drive into the Park. Make your second right 
into the ticket booths. Make an immediate left after the 

booths. Follow to the end of the parking lot. Walk along 
the path to MacDonald and South Ponds. 

  
If you'd like to volunteer, please respond with your 
group's contact information and a list of names no 
later than October 14th. There is no parking fee for 
this event, however we want to make sure no one 
has to pay the admission fee to get into the event 

that day. 
  

Email Ifishny@gw.dec.state.ny.us,  
Call 631-444-0283,  

  
Thanks! 

I FISH NY Staff 
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September 20, 2013 – Deposit, NY. It had been a few years since Tom LoProto and I fished together other 
than when in Montana or at the Riverside. We enjoy each other’s company and he is a good fishing partner, 
but life just kept on moving without us setting a trip up.  We promised each other to do it and over the    
summer he called. “How about the west branch of the Delaware in September?” he said. “Good with me” 
and he made the calls.   The plan was to stay at West Branch Anglers and fish with a guide named John 
Miller that Tom had been with before. We would float whatever part of the river was working at the time, 
leaving the selection to John. 
 
The last time we fished together we also had a guide named John but he was out of the Delaware River 
Club, a place we both liked back when Al Caucci ran it. Good fishing and an especially nice feature was a 
family style dinner with all the other guests at the end of the day. Al and his wife would preside and swap 
tales and tips over wine and appetizers. Fabio was the cook who did everything from setting the table to 
serving to cleaning up afterwards. It was a real touch of the old way. Neither of us can remember the 
guide’s last name but he came from Syracuse as I recall and we both remember the big butter browns he put 
us on. 
 
There is another guide by the name of John out of West branch I have fished with, but that is another story. 
 
We drove up Friday morning for an 11 AM start. We put in at Stockport. I had told Tom of trips Jerry and I 
took over the years – we went to West Branch Angler for a week each year for 15 years and floated the 
main stem at least once each trip putting in at Hancock. As I recall we would generally go fishless until the 
afternoon when we passed    Stockport. This strategy deprived us of all the nice scenery of the upper river 
but allowed us to concentrate on this productive part – rainbow country! 
 
We started at the eel weir which looked very promising but did not produce a single pair of lips. No bugs on 
the water and a bright sky. Probably a bit too early, but when floating you need to fish where you’re at 
while you are there, not being able to go back upstream later. It was a good place to work out our casting 
rust, not having fished for trout for a few months. 
 
The next spot was at the big bend about halfway to Buckingham; the one by the little white house whose 
front door has been open since 2006. We pulled over for lunch first and watched the water. “There’s one!” 
“And another.” And more showed themselves as we munched on our fried chicken. John kept talking of 
buckets, those slight depressions in the long riffles, sometimes identifiable by the lighter green water. To be 
honest, I had a hard time seeing them but followed his directions and had faith in his selections. 
 
Tom took the upper position and I moved down river. It was a pretty straight forward approach. Work the 
fly slightly upstream and leave it on the water as long as you can without dragging, then do it again. Cover 
each line a few times and then move out a little further, not with your feet but with the fly.  
 
 
(Continued on page 7) 
 

 

By Tom McCoy 
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Maybe another foot, then another, until you have covered the entire space in front of you from near to far. 
Then shuffle downstream a bit and do it again. If you get one to roll, stay on him a few times before giving 
him a rest. 
 
Isonychia was the bug of choice, either a big dun (with a reddish-brown body and grey CDC wing) or an 
emerger. Also a similar fly with a greenish tint to the body had worked the day before.  Still no bugs on the 
water, but there were a few sporadic singles here and there. 
 
I had one chase my fly and miss it.  John was there and said it 
was not a refusal but a miss, so go get him again. I had a few 
more “misses” before one bit the hook. A jumper who danced 
three times before coming to the net.  Meanwhile, Tom was 
diligently covering the water above me when all of a sudden I 
saw his line go tight. Not just tight, it was ripping! He had on a 
runner of the first magnitude and I backed out and got the 
camera as the fish headed downstream.  John had said it was 
going to be like steelheading (which I took with a grain of salt) 
but here we were, chasing a silver bullet! Tom played him out 
well and when he came to the net he was still full of vigor.  
A nice 18 incher. 

As more drift boats started appearing upstream (those that had 
put in above us) we moved down to the tip of the island and 
fished some rock pockets and more “buckets”.  John brought me 
over to the channel where the two currents from the island 
merged and had me work my fly out to about mid stream where 
he said a monster was sure to lie. I dried off the fly, blew on the 
CDC to fluff it up and began a series of casts which he coached 
me on: “A little higher, now out a bit, near that dark shelf, nice 
drift, ok, that’s it.” and it was. Bang! He hit me and rolled to 
chase the fly downstream, but when stung by the hook I missed 
the set. Wow. So cool. A good size fish. A nice one. 
 

I headed up by the island figuring I would come back and try him again later while Tom fished downstream. 
It wasn’t long before he had on another. I was fishing the backside of a mid stream rock and was getting 
fish to rise on both sides, but no takers.  We worked it a bit more and then back in the boat for some drift 
fishing. 
 
I put on an emerger I had tied and was working the back of the boat while Tom worked the front with a dun.  
We saw some occasional rises but still no big hatch going on. I was putting mine across a few seams near to 
the bank. With so much line out I was worried about drag and ability to set but wanted to cover water un-
tested by Tom up front. It wasn’t long before I was rewarded with a monster slam. A big silver hit the fly 
and then turned on his side to chase it showing himself to the three of us. A good fish. 
 
 

 
(Continued from page 7) 
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Responsibly meeting our nation’s immense current, and future, energy demands requires a careful          
cost-benefit analysis. Extended droughts in traditionally arid regions of our nation, and the resulting near 
record wildfires, are making it increasingly important to consider the impact of our electricity generation on 
our fresh water supplies.  

The current U.S. power plant fleet consumes a massive amount of freshwater--more than 40 percent of all 
freshwater withdrawals as recently as 2005--according to the U.S. Geological Survey.  Those water       
withdrawals make electricity generation the largest “consumer” of fresh water outside the agriculture sector.      

The good news is that generating power from wind doesn’t require water, unlike traditional forms of      
electricity generation. And since wind farms directly offset the most expensive, least efficient source on the 
utility grid--usually an older fossil-fuel plant-- added wind energy dramatically reduces our power grid’s 
water consumption.                                                                                                                                         

The wind energy projects currently installed in the U.S. will avoid consumption of over 37.7 billion gallons 
of water per year. That’s the equivalent of nearly 286 billion bottles of water. 

States in the usually arid Southwest could particularly benefit from adding wind power, as many are        
currently experiencing near record-setting drought. At one point earlier this year, nearly 99 percent of New 
Mexico was classified as having extreme or exceptional drought, according to researchers at the University 
of Arizona. 

In Texas, severe drought conditions have been exacerbated by the often water intensive extraction process 
required for fuel production, as well as by climate change. 

But other regions also could use the water-saving benefits of wind power. Several areas throughout the  
Midwest, Mid-Atlantic, Northeast, and Southeast are experiencing water challenges related to the electricity 
sector’s use, according to a recent Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) report. 
 
In some cases, the incoming cooling water is too warm for efficient and safe operation; in others, cooling 
water is too hot for safe release into nearby rivers or lakes. When traditional power plants cannot get enough 
cooling water, they must cut back or completely shut down their generators, as happened in 2011 and 2012 
at plants around the country, the UCS report notes. 

Adding more wind power, already established as a readily scalable source of clean energy ,could help     
reduce these issues 
 
And as recent reports and real world statements demonstrate, wind power also has significant cost-savings 
benefits, even beating natural gas on price in some areas  

All forms of energy production have different natural resource requirements, as well as different impacts on 
the natural environment and human health. Wind power has many  advantages over traditional sources of 
energy, and as costs continue to decline, it is becoming increasingly clear how important wind power is to 
our nation’s energy future. 

 

 
By Kevin O’Rourke 
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Public Hearing on Proposed Regulation Slated for October 30,  
2013 

 
DEC Accepting Public Comments until November 4, 2013 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) today proposed regulations to    
allow the construction and operation of new liquefied natural gas (LNG) facilities under DEC permits,    
Commissioner Joe Martens announced. These facilities include truck fueling stations and LNG storage    
areas. The public comment period on the proposed regulation runs through November 4, 2013. 

"Allowing the construction and operation of new LNG facilities will provide environmental and economic 
benefits for New York while ensuring public safety," said Commissioner Martens. "Lower emissions       
resulting from burning natural gas as a fuel will provide significant benefits to the environment and public 
health. The regulations are designed to have minimal impacts on local governments and will result in job 
creation. Construction of new fueling facilities across the state will build on Governor Cuomo's agenda to 
augment the economy and create good-paying jobs for New Yorkers." 

DEC expects most of the early permits will be issued for smaller facilities that will supply fuel to long-haul 
and fleet trucks that use LNG as a substitute for diesel fuel. As the price of natural gas has fallen over the 
last several years compared to the cost of diesel fuel, the demand for LNG as a truck motor fuel has         
significantly increased. 

DEC's proposed regulations require compliance with standards established by the National Fire Protection 
Association. This is the approach taken by many other states to ensure safe operation of these facilities. The 
regulations also set requirements for site inspections, training of local fire department personnel, closure of 
out-of-service LNG storage tanks, spill reporting, financial assurance and permit fees. The proposed      
regulations will not affect the existing statutory moratorium which prohibits new LNG facilities in New 
York City. 

Information about the proposed rule  is posted on DEC's website. The comment period runs through         
November 4. A public meeting will be held in Syracuse on October 16, 2013 and a public meeting and   
public hearing will be held in Albany on October 30, 2013. Please refer to the website for more details. 

10 



11 

 

Suffice it to say the residents of the Last Chance, ID angling      
community understand that the fly only water of the Henry’s Fork 
is illuminated by an international spotlight. The appearance of 
foreign anglers is about as routine as a PMD hatch in late June. It 
is a rare day when one does not encounter one or more visitors 
from far off countries in Europe, Asia, or South America, and 
their collective purpose is  singular.                                                                                                                                    

The testing of individual skill against the hook resistant rainbows 
of Harriman Ranch predates the early 1980’s when public access 
to the legendary water was formally installed by the                  
establishment of Idaho’s first State Park. Doug Swisher and Carl 
Richards were among the first to bring widespread attention to the uniqueness of shallow, slow moving   
water where a single rising trout can become more important than anything in an angler’s consciousness.   

The writings of Swisher and Richards followed by other dry fly notables like Ernest Schwiebert painted a 
vivid picture in the 1970’s of varied hatches of mayflies, caddis and other aquatic invertebrates that have 
served to create the intensive selective feeding behavior of resident trout that continues to typify the Ranch 
experience to this day. But matching the hatch is only one component of a complex skill set that defines the 
traditional  approach that anglers, regardless of their origin, have applied when fishing this special water.                    

Walking slowly along open banks within the Ranch has become 
ritual for those who appreciate the opportunity to search the      
surface of  shallow, mostly wadeable water where the rise of a big 
trout can be spotted at distance beyond a hundred yards by a 
trained eye. Locating an  exceptional fish is the starting point for a 
process intended to bring contact with a creature that has survived 
to impressive size on its ability to avoid peril. It is a process laden 
with decisions that include selecting the best angle of approach to 
a predetermined location from which to present the fly.  
 
When playing by the traditional rules of engagement for the 
Ranch, fly selection is a deliberate act which must always be    

preceded by close examination of the water. On water where multiple choices can exist simultaneously,  
rising trout will almost invariably focus on a single food form at the exclusion of any other insect that may 
compete for attention. Understanding that several possibilities can exist on any given day, it is only prudent 
to carry a variety of flies when fishing the Ranch.  

(Continued on page 12) 
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Successful Ranch fishermen are above average in casting proficiency, 
and most work continually to improve their skill. The ability to present 
the fly on a long leader from any angle is always an asset but its value 
is multiplied on the Ranch.  

Bringing in a trout of 20” or larger can be an exercise of impatience 
and concentration when the tippet is 5X or finer. However, the best at   
playing and landing big fish can accomplish the final task in well under 
ten minutes. Consideration for the safety of the prize precludes playing 
the fish to utter exhaustion or failing to make certain it is fully revived 
before being released back to the water. Barbless hooks can speed the 
release process while minimizing tissue damage which can be          
especially problematic when fishing larger patterns such as hoppers. 
Photos are fine if the fish is not kept from the water for more than 30 

seconds at a time. Floating the Ranch can be a memorable experience regardless of how much time you have 
spent there. Fishing from an anchored position in water too deep to wade is considered acceptable but otherwise, 
a boat is used mainly for transporting anglers who will be wading some of the more remote areas like Bonefish 
Flat. And whether wading or floating, crowding or disrupting another angler is never good etiquette.    

The modern history of the Ranch is a story of human passion of such profound intensity that it has become the 
final resting place for some of its most dedicated advocates. While of varying prominence in the international 
picture, Ashizawa, Fontane, Evans, Lempke, and Puyans are among the names of those whose remains are now 
part of the fertile streambed.  
 
In the past 5 decades others have joined Swisher,       
Richards, and Schwiebert in adding their voices to the 
Ranch tradition. Men like Godfrey, Brooks, Lawson,   
Harrop, and McDaniel have forged their identities as    
anglers, fly tyers, or both on the hallowed waters of the 
Ranch, and their work and words have penetrated the 
deepest corners of the planet.   

A collective message of respect for its magnificent      
rainbow trout as well as gratitude for a place unlike any 
other seems to permeate each and every angler that      
proceed to test themselves upon this majestic river. 

Why not put it to YOUR test? 

 
(Continued from page 11) 
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All monies raised will help 
LITU continue our mission of con-
serving, protecting, and restoring the 
rivers, lakes and streams of our 
home - Long Island. 

Telephone: (516) 731-3358 

Located behind the Tri-County 
Flea Market Shopping Center 

Governor's Comedy  
Club 

90 Division Avenue 
Levittown NY 11756 

Donations are $20.00 per ticket. Tickets MUST be  
purchased by TuesdayNovember 19. Tickets will  
NOT be available at door. 
Contact: Jay Mooney 516-221-5599 For Tickets or  
  additional information 

      Showtime: 8:00 

THURSDAY 
November 21 

Join us for an evening of hilarious, 
hometown , comedy while helping to keep 
the fresh waters of Long Island clean, cold, 
and pure.  


