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We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

Tuesday, November 19, @ 7:30 PM
Presented By

Again this year I’m finding it very hard to sit down and focus
on writing this article. For most of the day I’ve been busy
getting my steelhead tackle and gear together in one place,
pulling out the long johns and fleece because the weathermen are saying a cold front is heading
down from Canada to the Great Lakes region. You guessed it. I’m getting ready for my annual
steelhead fishing trip to the Lake Erie/Lake Ontario tributaries with my good buds from LITU.
That “steelhead fever” seems to be setting in especially since I’m now getting text messages and
pics from a few of them already there. Rub it in guys! Hopefully they did a good job scouting for
us. We hope to bring back some great photos and video and I’m sure some good fish stories for
next year’s LITU steelhead fishing presentation.
Those of you who did not make it to the October chapter meeting missed an enjoyable evening at
Caleb Smith State Park. Thanks go out to Clarence Ware, park manager, for hosting our meeting
and giving us an update on the park. Clarence and I will be meeting again to try to work out a
schedule for LITU to assist with some future programming at the park and of course, we always
have one of our annual fly fishing/casting clinics at Caleb Smith Park.
Since we broached the subject of steelhead fishing I want to thank Ken Mattera for his interesting
and informative presentation at our October meeting on “Steelhead Fishing at Pulaski, NY”. Ken
has wanted to do this presentation for a long time and he finally got his chance. It was worth the
wait. Thanks Ken! Anyone else who would like to give a presentation at a monthly chapter
meeting please feel free to talk to me about it.
Don’t forget--- save the date of Thursday, November 21 for the LITU Comedy for Conservation
night at Governor’s Comedy Club in Levittown. Food and drink can be ordered at the club so
make it a night out while also supporting an LITU fundraiser. Bring some friends along. Let’s
have a large turnout. We can all enjoy a fun night out together as well as raise some money to
fund LITU conservation efforts. Jay Mooney will be selling tickets for $20 each at our November
19 chapter meeting so bring along some extra money to purchase tickets. Tickets must be
purchased in advance. Please do attend.
LITU will again be running a Boy Scout Merit Badge program during November. This time we
move from Suffolk County to Nassau County. This troop of Boy Scouts is from the Wantagh area.
Be sure to attend our November 19 chapter meeting back at the Hicksville VFW hall. This should
be quite an informative presentation about the Carmens River, a gem right here on Long Island.
There has been a lot going on lately in regard to preservation efforts for the Carmens River and
from what I’m told, Doug Ernst, who is a member of the Art Flick TU Chapter, is quite the expert
on this subject matter. Please make an effort to attend.
November 11 is Veterans Day. Please remember to take some time out of your day to honor those
that have served in our Armed Forces. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. Enjoy your
friends and family during the holiday season.
It’s not too early to start thinking about what creative delicacy you are going to bring to the LITU
Holiday party at our December chapter meeting. Who knows, maybe we might even have some
smoked steelhead to sample.
Respectfully,
Peter Harris
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Already November?
When did that happen?
Seems like it was summer just yesterday!
Anyway, November brings us cooler temperatures, along
with shorter days and longer nights. Although I love the
colors of the trees turning and the crisp temperatures, the
smell of a nice campfire or wood stove, November is
definitely not my favorite.
I say it’s not my favorite because it signals the end of
another fishing season. Time to lube the reels, clean the
rods, patch the waders, and maybe (only maybe),
organize the tackle bag and fly boxes. Get things back in
order and ready to go again.
Even though I keep a couple of rods and reels ready to go
for my winter fishing, most of them get stored for the
winter. Almost kind of depressing. Just almost.
However, I do enjoy taking the time to reflect and
remember all the good times I’ve had this past season.
All the time I’ve spent in the Adirondacks, the yearly trip
to Montana, or the trips to Idaho, Utah, Vermont, or
Pennsylvania.
Next comes the thinking and planning for the trips to
come next season. Confer with the calendar, the wife, the
kids, and see what works. Pick a few new places go and
before you know it, I’m totally psyched!
I also think how grateful and thankful I am for my
family and friends as well as for the ability to be able to
travel and fish some of the greatest places in the country!
I really do believe I’m truly blessed to be able to do so.
But wait, November is also the beginning of the holidays!
One of my favorite times of year! Thanksgiving,
Christmas, then New Years!
Well, now that I think of it, maybe November is not so
bad after all.
A Happy Thanksgiving to all.
Jay Mooney
Editor–in-chief

Future Guest Speakers and Happenings
Nov. 19 - Chapter meeting.
Doug Ernst - The Carmen's River
Dec. 17 - Chapter meeting.
Holiday Party.
January 21 — Fly fishing Show Guest
Speaker TBA (Tentative)
February 18 - Speaker TBA

Comedy for
Once again Long Island Trout Unlimited will be hosting a
Comedy for Conservation Night on Thursday, November
21, 2013 at Governor’s Comedy Club in Levittown.
Come on down and join us for an evening of hilarious,
homegrown and hometown comedy while helping to keep
the fresh waters of Long Island clean, cold, and pure.
All monies raised will help LITU continue our mission of
conserving, protecting, and restoring the rivers, lakes and
streams of our home - Long Island.
Donations are $20.00 per ticket and will be on sale at the
October and November monthly meetings. Please see Jay
Mooney. Tickets MUST be purchased by Monday
November 19 unless other arrangements have been made.
Unfortunately tickets will NOT be available at the door.
Last years date was phenomenal and a GREAT time was
had by all! So, bring friend (or two), enjoy an adult
beverage (or two) and come have a great time while
supporting a great cause!
Contact: Jay Mooney at 516-221-5599 or
LITU Editor@AOL.com for tickets or additional
information
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Email the editor to be included in future
listings at:
LITU Editor@aol.com
FOR SALE:
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00.
Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00.
Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00.
If interested contact Jay Mooney at
AdirondackJ@aol.com .
FOR SALE: 16’ Yamaha Jon Boat. 40 HP Yamaha
Engine. Front and rear casting platforms. Portable live
well, fish finder, trailer, many extra’s. Extremely well
maintained. Asking $3500.
Call Lou : 347-421-5054
FOR SALE: “The Fly Factory” fly tying board by
Oasis, new $119, asking $99.
14’ Heritage Marquesa Kayak with captain seat, paddle with leash, 2 recessed rod holders, 1 ramball
mount with rod holder asking $800.
Contact: Pete at Yuskevich53@msn.com

FOR SALE: St. Croix Legend Ultra 9’, 9WT, 3pc,
Fly rod. Excellent shape. $150.00.
St. Croix Avid 9’6”, 7Wt, 2 pc. Fly rod.
Good condition. $100.00.

C S I C AG A I N C H A RT E R S
LIGHT TACK LE AND FLY FISHING O N THE NORTH SHO RE , MONTAUK AND O RIENT

Custom Scout 235
Huntington, CSH and Northport
Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’
Montauk and Orient Full Day

Phone: (516)383-0508
E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com

Captain Robin Calitri
LongIslandFlyFishing.com

Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and Bluefin Tuna
d

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun include

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands
Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop
1877 New York Ave.
Huntington Station, NY 11746.
Tel 631-271-4969

LL Bean GQS Guide Series Fly rod. 9’, 5WT, 2 pc.
$75.00
If interested contact John Fischer at 516-425-4198.
FOR SALE: 7 1/2 ‘ fiberglass fly rod by Harnell. 6/7
Wt., 2 pc. Circa 1950’s. Good condition. Original
owner. Contact Bill O’Brien.
631-261-3021

www.LongIslandTU.org
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Annual NY freshwater fishing licenses expired at the
end of September and we wanted to remind our
members to renew before they fish into the fall.
The NY fishing license can now be purchased
Online. However, the downside to purchasing online
is it can take up to 2 weeks before your license
arrives. The state will allow you to print out a receipt
which is acceptable proof of having a license. The
receipt is only good for 14 days.
It would be a good idea to also sign up for the NY
Marine Waters registry for 2014 at the same time you
purchase your license. You can do this at many of the
usual places you purchase your license. This NY
Registry will supposedly be enforced for marine
waters sometime in the future.

Even though it is only November of 2013, the 2014
Dinner Dance Committee has already had a few meetings
with others in the works.
The date for the Long Island Trout Unlimited 2014 Dinner
Dance is March 7, 2014. The festivities will begin at 7:00
and last until 11:00. The venue will once again be the
Milleridge Cottage in Jericho.
If you missed last years event, be sure not to miss this one
as it promises to be even better and more action packed.
There will be yet more updated and interesting prizes,
more food, and more dancing! What else can you ask for?
However, to make this years Dinner Dance even more
successful, we still need your help. We are already looking
for donations for prizes and/or auction items. This is our
major fundraiser of the year and the proceeds are needed
to keep our chapter running and our work progressing.
If you are interested in supporting our great cause, and
enjoying outstanding food, excellent drinks, and awesome
friends and prizes, come down and join us.
Each month we will bring you updates on the progress of
the event planning.

The Long Island Fly Rodders
meet the first Tuesday of each month at
Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane
Levittown, NY
www.liflyrodders.org
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Don't Overlook Midges When Winter Fishing
We are fortunate to have quite a few quality tailwater
fisheries in our area. Some of these are open to fishing
during the winter. Probably the most prolific flies in
these tailwaters are midges. This is especially true just
downstream of dams. During the winter months, midges
are a major food source for trout holding in these areas.
Since trout do not always feed on midges at or near the
surface during the cold months, the most effective way
of fishing midge nymphs during this season is by going
slow and deep. An effective technique is to fish the
deeper, slower moving sections of the stream with
dead-drifted midge nymph patterns. These can be
fished about 12 inches below a split shot or a larger
beadhead nymph of sufficient weight to get the rig
down to the bottom. As strikes during the cold weather
are often very slight, a strike indicator is a necessity.
The most effective midge patterns are sizes 20 to 26 in
black. Fish them on a 7X or 8X tippet so that the
nymph moves freely as it drifts.

New York State Announces Arbor
Day Poster Contest
New York State DEC Commissioner Joe Martens invites
fifth graders to showcase their artistic talents and help to
increase public awareness about trees in New York by
participating in the annual National Arbor Day Poster
Contest.
"Trees play a vital role in the lives of New Yorkers and are
a vital part of our ecosystem," Commissioner Martens said.
"Whether someone is tapping a maple tree in early spring
or relaxing in the shade of a tree on a hot summer day, trees
are integral to our quality of life. I encourage fifth graders
to join in our celebration of trees by drawing, sketching or

Be Careful Releasing Trout in Cold Weather
Removing trout from water in freezing weather can be
lethal to the trout. With several streams open to trout
fishing during the winter months, many of us do fish in
the winter. An important thing to keep in mind when
the air temperature is below freezing is that removing a
trout from the water can be lethal. The cold air can
freeze a trout's gills almost immediately. If you do catch
fish under these conditions, try not to remove the fish
from the water when removing the hook and avoid all
handling of the fish out of the water.

painting their favorite trees and showcasing why trees are

Identify Lines Before Storing
For those who remove lines from reels for storage each
winter, you should write the reel description on the box
hi. which you store each line. This will make it easier
to reunite the lines with the correct reel again in the
spring. Eddie Keegan

mark and the winning poster will be presented at the annual

Beadhead Considerations
A beadhead attached to the head of a nymph causes the
fly to ride upside down and with the hook point upward.
Also consider that the leader usually precedes the
nymph downstream as the surface speed of the water is
faster than the water closest to the bottom. This causes
the hook point to ride backwards. These characteristics
would make a beadhead nymph a good choice when
fishing sections of a stream when a conventional nymph
might snag on the bottom or constantly pick up moss.
You will also notice that most trout caught on beadhead
nymphs are hooked just about centered on the upper lip.

important in our daily lives."
The annual Arbor Day Poster Contest is sponsored by DEC
and the Department of Agriculture and Markets. Students
are asked to create an original poster depicting this year's
contest theme: "New York's Forest Where We Live!" The
New York State winner will have his or her artwork replicated as the official 2014 New York State Arbor Day bookArbor Day Celebration in Albany. Last year, New York
printed more than 200,000 Arbor Day bookmarks for
distribution at schools, libraries, government offices,
nursery and landscaping businesses, and environmental
organizations throughout the State.
Posters must be submitted by December 17, 2013 to allow
time for judging and printing of the artwork as part of the
celebration of Arbor Day 2014. The contest is open to all
students enrolled in the fifth grade. Arbor Day Poster Contest packets can be obtained by contacting Sally Kellogg,
DEC's poster contest coordinator, at (518) 402-9425, or by
visiting DEC's website. Packets include background
information, hands-on educational activities and contest
rules.
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By Tom McCoy
I spent Monday and Tuesday with my cousin in Keene.
We hiked on an old road, trail really, that was used by
stage coaches to get to Lake Placid before they blasted the
rocks near the Cascade lakes. We went in about 6 miles to
the top of the elevation, half way to Placid, then cut over
to a brook that parallels the trail. At times it is next to or
crosses under the path but here it was about 100 yards
into the forest. What virgin space. No beer cans or paper
worm containers. The only debris was the birch bark
peels blown off by the wind and the beaver cuts. These
are the head waters of the brook. It flows down hill, north
toward Placid and south to Keene.
We hiked through the woods, bushwhacking as they call
it, heading in the direction we had come. No trail, just
the stream. Tom had heard of a guy catching a huge fish
in these waters; one that had been unmolested by
piscators like us until that fateful day. We were looking
for his brothers. We came upon beaver pond after beaver
pond; amazing architectural designs. We fished each
and looked for life. The first 3 were empty, or so they
seemed. The forth had a beaver the size of a Labrador
retriever in it. Wow what a monster. He was out and
slapping his tail to let us know we were not welcome.
Still no fish to be seen but the next one looked
promising. We set up and sure enough there was a
splash. A decent sized Brookie came up for something.
Tom brought his worms and went to work setting them out. I had a light spinning rod, not enough room to
fly cast, with a small golden Mepps spinner. Cast after cast, no hits. Then I decided to rest the
water ....actually I was untangling my line from an overhanging hemlock, trying not to fall in. Another
splash, this time to my right; more fish!
Tom had moved on downstream. I worked for the second one and tossed every third cast to the first. Then
I remembered I had a little float and some flies with leader material in my pocket. I rigged up the
contraption and tossed it out. It traveled end over end with the fly swinging around like a fast second hand
on a watch with the float as the center. It landed with a splash and the fly was somewhere nearby; not
exactly a delicate presentation. Nothing. Next cast to the left; same action on the cast only a sunken log
with a last reach for the sky in the form of a tall branch got in the way. It’s tough to be accurate with a rig
like this.
Then I hear Tom calling.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
Over and over again his voice comes through the woods, but I can't make out what he is saying. I am
listening while I break off the rig and retie the Mepps on. I shout back once or twice but to no avail. I cast
the Mepps, first left, under that branch, great spot but no action. Then I tried to the right where the entering
water flow circles under an old stump; nothing. Tom calls again. I think “he would not want me to leave a
place where we know there are fish. He knows me too well for that. So he must be into some himself,
down a pond or two." I begrudgingly reel in and secure the hook in the rod. Back out of the narrow piece of
dry ground formed by what must be a blueberry bush. I'll bet the bears will be here in the late summer for
some berries. Jeb, his dog was with me, sleeping on the bank watching my comical effort walking from
rock to rock, trying to keep my balance. I told him to “go get'em” and he took off in Tom's direction. I
climbed over a few dead falls and around a few boulders to find him on the next beaver dam.
I ask, "What have you got?”
He answers "Nothing here."
Damn!
"What were you shouting about?"
"I was calling Jeb, he took off on me."
"He was with me."
I thought of going back and waiting for the next rise
but it was getting late and Tom was already moving
down. I had promised myself not to get too obsessed
on this trip, to try to go with the flow. Tom is a
hook’em and cook’em guy, a bait fisherman. When in
Rome…I am making progress as bringing the
spinning rod and digging those worms with him
shows. It is good to share another’s perspective on
things for a change. I decided to let the rises above go
and move on. Besides, who knows what may be in
the next pond?
We came to the brook exiting the next pond, running clear in its freestone state, no more ponds. No more
holes or pools. No more beavers, I guess. I dabbled a little in the nooks and crannies hoping for a Brookie
that may have set up shop after being washed out of the last pond during the spring runoff, but to no avail.
Then I packed it in.
What a great experience we just had. It is not about catching the fish, it’s about being here. Seeing this
stuff, knowing that there is still some place to go where there are no people, planes or trains. We got back
on the old road and tramped back to the car, some muscles a bit strained from the jumping, climbing and
crawling that bushwhacking brings, but feeling good. Just as we got to the car a turkey blasts out of the
nearby woods scaring the hell out of all of us except Jeb who took off after him. We laughed at our fears
that always come to the surface when startled. We had a dinner of burgers and fries and slept the good
sleep.
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Beavers are one of the very few mammals in the
Adirondack mountains that tend to transform their
physical environment to meet their own needs
(man being another more extreme example).
These transformations can prove to be either a
positive or a negative to a bushwhacking
fisherman exploring the backcountry. Most times
without the aid of a trail or path.
The most famous behavior of beavers is their
propensity to build dams to collect and “pond”
water for protection from predators and to float
wood, their chief source of sustenance. These
dams offer the bushwhacker an unmatched
resource for crossing wet areas with a greatly
reduced risk of soaked feet or worse yet, of taking a swim. These structures are so valuable that I have
traveled a significant distance out of my way to cross one on more than a few occasions rather than ford
across a bone-chilling cold, mucky stream.
After building a dam and flooding an adjacent area, beavers tend to clear most of the hardwood trees in the
vicinity of their new home. Often this results in areas being cleared of most of the undergrowth vegetation
since beavers appear to prefer the succulent younger trees. Bushwhacking through these areas is often a
welcome relief from fighting your way through thick coniferous vegetation.
Additional benefits from these beaver ponds
results from the quest these large rodents
participate in just to obtain a good meal. Often
they journey far from the pond to find the exact
type of trees they prefer and in the process they
leave significant paths throughout the forest.
Although these trails prove of little value within
mature forests, they provide unmatched
assistance to a backcountry explorer in blow
down areas adjacent to beaver constructed water
bodies. For such industrious animals the beaver
finds the path of least resistance through even the
most disorganized jumble of downed trees.
Another benefit these mammals provide to the bushwhacker is the channels of water they often produce at
the point where they exit from their beaver ponds. These areas usually provide a narrow and deep canal of
undisturbed water ideal for filtering. This is often a great benefit around water bodies with indistinct
shorelines where finding a deep enough spot close to shore is virtually impossible.
(Continued on page 10)
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Not all of the habits of the beaver produce conditions
helpful to a backcountry adventurer. When these
adverse conditions are encountered the backcountry
explorer might very well conclude the beaver is more
foe than friend.
The most dangerous of these buck-toothed mammal’s
habits is its tendency to leave behind the remnants of
the saplings it feasted upon. These punji type
sticks are often covered in leafs or leaf sprouts and
thus difficult to detect until one of these spikes has
been embedded into an unprotected knee or foot. And
heaven forbid if one should slip and fall backwards in
such an area. Now THAT would be a problem!
Although the area around a recently formed beaver pond can be
cleared of a significant amount of woody hardwood vegetation
(making it easier to travel through), over time this can result in
an area thick in conifers many years after the pond has been
long abandoned. For anyone who has ever struggled through
these young coniferous forests can attest to the painfully slow
progress these areas afford. The scratches, scrapes and nearly
poked out eyes hurt too!
Unfortunately beaver dams often result in flooding that is not
represented on a bushwhacker’s map or personal GPS. This
may require an explorer to make significant changes to their
plans when they encounter a flooded area where once their favorite campsite was located.
Finally, one of the beaver’s most shocking habits is its
mode of announcing its annoyance with one’s
presence. This tail slapping on the surface of the water
can be so loud and unsuspecting that it has startled me
on more than a single condition even when I knew the
beaver was near. Only an air horn could possibly be
more disturbing or unsettling.
The beaver by the nature of its habits has shown itself
to be both boon and bane to backcountry fishermen
and explorers regardless whether they are a hiker
finding his/her favorite trail flooded, a backcountry
enthusiast crossing a stream on a dam or a
bushwhacker doing his/her best to avoid punji sticks
surrounding the shore of a beaver pond. So depending on your circumstances you may find yourself calling
the beaver a friend or foe on your next jaunt into the Adirondack backcountry.
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Jeff Plackis with a beautiful fish!

Peter Dubno gets a good one!

Is that a booger or a new type of fly????

Sgt. Steelhead is all smiles!
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(Continued from page 11)

Rick Lewis with his first ever!

Sol Harz with some chrome!

Rick with another beauty!
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THURSDAY
November 21
Showtime: 8:00
Join us for an evening of hilarious,
hometown , comedy while helping to keep
the fresh waters of Long Island clean, cold,
and pure.
All monies raised will help
LITU continue our mission of conserving, protecting, and restoring the
rivers, lakes and streams of our
Governor's Comedy
home - Long Island.

Club
Donations are $20.00 per ticket. Tickets MUST be
purchased by Tuesday November 19. Tickets will
NOT be available at door.
Contact: Jay Mooney 516-221-5599 For Tickets or
additional information

90 Division Avenue
Levittown NY 11756
Telephone: (516) 731-3358
Located behind the Tri-County
Flea Market Shopping Center
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