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November already? Life 
sure moves fast when you 
are having fun! I know a 
bunch of you have been 
out there fishing for Adi-
rondack trout, Yellowstone 
cuts, Buffalo Steelhead, 

Montauk Bass and even a few Beaverkill beauties to boot. Financial markets aside, we 
are one lucky bunch of buckaroos!  
 
Casting Clinic (pg. 7) was a success and Oyster Bay is moving along better than we 
could have hoped ( pg. 3). Massapequa and Harrison Dam, all progressing ( pg. 3 & 
4). Carlls River monitors have been collected (pg. 4) and our good friend Garth Pet-
tinger was recognized by NYSCTU (pg. 7) and there is more: A great Fall LITU Out-
ing with weather to die for ( pg. 9) and our sister chapter, Art Flick TU, had its first 
Annual Conservation Banquet driven to success by George Costa and his bride, 
Anna...and it was a blast. (pg. 10) . Check out a story on some Beaverkill fall action 
on pg. 6 and please...PLEASE... support he NYSCTU Conservation Fund Raffle on 
pg. 5.   
 
While you're at it don’t forget to patronize all of our friends who supported us at the 
April Banquet by going to them for the holiday gift or for a good meal - see ads and a 
partial list on pg. 7. Make sure to let them know you are from LITU and saw them in 
the Paumonok. ELECTION DAY NOVEMBER 4TH! 
 
I hope to see you all at the meeting. Until then - let’s remember to do what we can to 

Educate, Conserve, Protect and Restore!    Best fishes, Jay Mooney                                       
 

 

 
T.U. 

PHILOSOPHY 
 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communin g  w i th 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license 
is a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
f i s h e r y .   I t ' s 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
f i s h e r m a n  i s 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
f ishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
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Next meeting:  
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 

at 7:30 PM 
 

Update on IPN in Connetquot St. Park 
By NYS Parks & NYS DEC 
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Hicksville 

Paumonok 
Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos and 
articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. Please send 
material for publication, advertising inquiries and comments 
to the Editor:  

Tom McCoy, 97 Eatons Neck Road, Northport, NY 11768 
tfm97@optonline.net 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Jay Mooney (516) 659 3202 
Vice President: Peter Harris (631) 421 4876 
Secretary:  Rick Lewis (516) 286 6585 
Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385 8655 
Editor: Tom McCoy (631) 327 1201 
Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 
Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 
Membership: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 
may not be reprinted without prior permission. 

Nov 5 Directors  Meeting,   7:30 PM  
 

**1st WEDNESDAY** 

Nov 18 General Meeting,  7:30 PM 
**3rd TUESDAY**  

Dec 3 Directors  Meeting, 7:30 PM  
 

**1st WEDNESDAY** 

Dec 16 General Meeting,  7:30 PM 
**3rd TUESDAY**  

  

  

 Go to  
www.LongIslandTU.org  

for a more complete calendar 
And much more 

069 
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Project Update:  
Oyster Bay-Cold Spring Harbor Watershed 

by Jeff Plackis 
 
The past two months have been a whirlwind of activity in connec-
tion with the Fish Passage Feasibility Study at Oyster Bay Mill 
Pond.  Some of the most meaningful work on this project began 
shortly after the August Kick-off Meeting with the consultants and 
our project partners, Environmental Defense and Friends of the 
Bay.  To allow the consultant to perform the bathymetry survey, 
sediment depth survey and sediment sampling on Oyster Bay Mill 
Pond, we needed to apply for a Special Use Permit from the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service.  But first a determination needed to be 
made if permits from the US Army Corps of Engineers and New 
York State DEC were required.  Thankfully, both agencies deter-
mined that permits were not required for these activities and US 
FWS was able to issue us the Special Use Permit.  I am happy to 
report that on September 25th, the field work for the Fish Passage 
Feasibility Study at Oyster Bay Mill Pond was successfully con-
ducted by Gomez & Sullivan Engineers, P.C. (Weare, NH).  Less 
than one week later, a preliminary report was sent to us by Gomez 
& Sullivan for our comment.  We are expecting that their final 
report will be completed by October 31st. 
 
The Fish Passage Feasibility Study represents the last major objec-
tive of the Oyster Bay-Cold Spring Harbor Fish Passage Assessment 
Project that the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 
awarded the Chapter a grant for back in 2006.  With the Feasibility 
Study is nearly done and the data from the Tributary Surveys in the 
process of being collated, we will then incorporate both of these 
into a full report to be submitted to NFWF.  On November 19th, a 
Public Meeting has been scheduled in Oyster Bay with local land-
owners and government officials to present our findings, and those 
of Gomez & Sullivan.  This meeting will bring together all stake-
holders to educate them on the project, the importance of diadro-
mous fish in the watershed and how diadromous fish populations 
are depleted through the fragmentation of stream habitat.  By pre-
senting the findings of the tributary assessment and feasibility study 
at this meeting we are hopeful that any obstacles to either option of 
fish passage – installation of a fish ladder or dam removal – can be 
cooperatively addressed, increasing the likelihood of success of the 
project. 
 

Project Update:  
Massapequa Creek Streamflow  

Augmentation and Pond Restoration  
by Jeff Plackis 

 
Just a quick note that the Massapequa Creek Streamflow Augmen-
tation and Pond Restoration Project (NCDPW) project has finally 
begun!  You may remember that back in 2001 LITU became in-
volved in this project, providing guidance to Nassau  
 
 
 

County on this major stream corridor enhancement within the 
423-acre Massapequa Preserve. 
 

This project has several components aimed at restoring, enhancing 
and protecting one of the most valuable freshwater wetland habitats 
remaining in Nassau County, including: 
 

• Augmenting the Massapequa Creek stream flow with 800 
gallons per minute of water that will be withdrawn from the 
de-commissioned Brooklyn Water Works infiltration gallery 
piping located below ground near part of the preserve by 
Sunrise Highway. The withdrawn water will be pumped 
northward in a new pipeline buried below the bike path 
(which will be completely replaced) and discharged into the 
stream channel at several locations just south of Linden 
Street. The aim of augmenting the flow is twofold; first, to 
allow the stream to flow more consistently during dry 
weather, and second, and more importantly to LITU, to sup-
ply colder water to the stream in an effort to provide habitat 
for brook trout. 
 

• Conducting stream channel improvements to prevent 
erosion and loss of wetland vegetation while restoring its suit-
ability as a trout habitat. The improvements consist of some 
sediment removal from the channel, stream bank reinforce-
ment, and protection using vegetative erosion control tech-
niques and plantings. Other techniques such as rock weirs 
and stream diversions will create fish habitat as recommended 
by LITU. 
 

• Dredging/berming portions of two ponds to segregate 
the stream flow from the storm flow, thereby enhancing the 
aesthetic and ecological values of the ponds. 
 

• Irrigating a 12-acre red maple swamp with diverted 
storm water runoff from the newly segregated ponds.  These 
wetland areas are in need of additional irrigation if they are to 
remain viable as a wetland habitat. 
 

• Improving the Massapequa Reservoir through the partial 
dredging of a deep channel near the eastern wing to enhance 
flow and water temperature. 
Providing storm water treatment at various locations 
throughout the watershed to prevent floatable trash and de-
bris from entering the stream. These devices will filter sus-
pended sol-
ids, nutrients, 
metals, oil 
and grease as 
well as patho-
gens. 

www.LongIslandTU.org   
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UPDATE:   
Harrison Pond Dam  

By Steve Weber 
 

 
(Just received this great news and wanted to pass it 
along to all!!  Steve is on the Kings Park Civic Associa-
tion and has been very vocal about not rebuilding 
the Harrison Pond Dam.  Kudos and much thanks to 
him for this achievement! Jeff P.) 
 

We have just received notification from the Town of 
Smithtown that the Harrison Pond Dam will not be 
rebuilt. The town officials have decided to return the 
natural water flow to the Harrison Creek Ecosystem . 
An engineering study has been approved by the town 
board. Plans are likely  to include removal of  the 
remains of the old dam, restoration of the wooden 
foot bridge, cleanup of the area and a kiosk detailing 
the plant and animal life in the area. This is a very 
rare opportunity, one I’m told that is unique in this 
area where a dam has been removed and the natural 
flow of the waterway be restored. 
 

Since the original demise of the dam, approx 5 years 
past, a vibrant freshwater ecosystem with 2 fresh wa-
ter streams have replaced the former near completely 
silted over pond. Although the pond was a historic 
part of San Remo and will be missed, this new park 
will be a beautiful addition to the local community 
adding both natural beauty and new habitats for all 
to enjoy and are certain to bring new educational and 
recreational opportunities.   
 

In addition to an increased environmental awareness 
by the local community, the cost of rebuilding the 
dam in compliance with DEC regulations was likely 
to exceed one million dollars, face years of red tape 
and the pond would be in a much smaller footprint 
then the original pond. Secondly the conditions 
which originally caused the demise of the dam still 
exist. Considering all these circumstances, our for-
ward thinking town officials decided to take this vital 
step to help restore this important  part of the Nisse-
quogue River Ecosystem. 
 

Our most sincere thanks to my Co-Chair on the 
Committee For the Environment Dorothy Channin 
without whose critical help and expert advice, this 
result would have been impossible. 
 
 

 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Loop Reels  
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Columbia - Cortland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to Mongolia.” 
  

Richard Siberry 
The Camp-Site Sports Shop 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 

Carlls River/Massapequa Creek Temperature Monitoring 
 
Our 2008 Temperature Study on the Carlls River & Massapequa 
Creek was a big success!  On October 5th, all twelve data loggers 
were successfully retrieved. A big thank you to Scott Beck, Marc 
Gilman, Mike Russell and Ray Thies for assisting Joe Odierna and 
Jeff Plackis in retrieving them.  These data loggers track the water 
temperature from the spring until the fall as a means of setting a 
baseline which will allow measuring the impact of various im-
provements.  Look for some more information after this year’s data 
is downloaded and analyzed. 
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Get in it to WIN IT! 
 
Prize#1 - A Winston Vapor 9ft 5wt 4pc Fly 
Rod with a Ross 5/6 CLA Reel  
 
Prize#2 - A Folstaff Collapsible Wading Staff. 
 
Prize#3 - A signed & numbered limited edition 
print,“Taking a Break”, by Scott Hartman, 
matted and framed by Peter Dubno of the LI 
Chapter. 
 
Tickets prices are: $5 each; 3/$10; 10/$20. 
Please send check with mailing coupon as di-
rected on form. 
 
Proceeds from the raffle will benefit the NYSCTU 
Conservation Fund. Help support the fund that 
gives back to chapters, assisting the work you do 
on your home waters. 

< So fill it out & mail it in! 

SPECIAL RAFFLE TO BENEFIT  
NYSCTU CONSERVATION FUND 

 
The New York State Council is raffling off an excel-
lent rod and reel combo and additional prizes. Raffles 
are $5.00 each or 3 for $10 or 10 for $20.00. 
 

Prize #1: A Winston Vapor 9ft 5wt 4pc Fly rod with 
a Ross CLA Reel for a 5/6wt 
Prize #2: A Folstaff Collapsible Wading Staff 
Prize #3: A signed & numbered limited edition print, 
“Taking a Break” by artist Scott Hartman (framed 
and matted by Peter Dubno – LI Chapter) 
 

The drawing will be held at the June NYSCTU Gen-
eral Meeting on Saturday, June 6th, 2009. Tickets 
will be available at the next three Council meetings 
(September, November and June) or you can pur-
chase them through Longcasts via mail by sending a 
check and this coupon to: 
 

NYSCTU / Special Raffle 
c/o Don Kieffer - Treasurer 

16 King Road 
Middle Grove, NY 12850 

Name: _________________________________ 
Phone: _________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
 

� 1 ticket = $5.00 
� 3 tickets = $10.00 

� 10 tickets = $20.00 
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October Trout  
By Tom McCoy 

 
October 18 is the latest we have been in Roscoe and didn’t 
expect too much in the way of fishing and hatches.  We ar-
rived just before noon and had brunch at the diner then 
stopped by Catskill Flies. “Not much happening until 2” she 
said. We could go up to the East Branch but the West is run-
ning muddy; something about the reservoir turning over due 
to the temperature. “Yeah, it is cold” said Jerry but with no 
thermometer in his new car we didn’t know how cold. I stuck 
my hand out and in 30 seconds it was cold as a steak with 
freezer burn. We were staying at the local motel and having 
dinner at Kings in Livingston Manor so no sense traveling too 
far.  We decided to start at the Sunoco Pool and work our way 
back to town. 
 

There were no cars in the parking lot so we rigged up and 
headed for the stream, both traveling light with little in our 
vests; a few nymphs, some Isonychias,  blue wing olives, Sul-
phurs and, of course, a few Adams. I stared with a big nymph 
at the head of the pool with some weight on it and then added 
some more. I figured I would keep adding until it hung up on 
the bottom and it hadn’t yet.  I moved a little down stream as 
Jerry went down and worked up. We both saw some sporadic 
rises on the far bank but nothing to get too excited about. 
 

This pool is deep. It tapers off from bank in a back eddy of 
calm clear water flanked by the rushing current from the run 
which coincides with a steep drop off. I am not sure how deep 
it is but even in this low water it was seemingly bottomless. I 
moved down a bit more and another rise on the far bank. I 
talked it over with Jerry and we decided a BWO was the an-
swer. He went back to the car to get his box of emergers and 
we both tied on a variation.  Mine was a generic dark colored 
emerger tied on a curved hook in about a size 16; Jerry’s a 
conventional BWO emerger.  The fish ripped his off, fly and 
tippet, as he reacted to a fierce hit.  Mine sipped it in and 
came to the net but it was a modest size in a steel blue color 
(for a brown trout). “Must be the water temperature which 
was less than 50 degrees” I thought. 
 

More rises, some really aggressive, others just sipping, but no 
spinners to be seen. I looked at my feet and on the edge of the 
water were tiny bugs. On closer examination they were BWO 
duns in a size 20, or 22 or maybe even a 24. I have not used 
flies that small since we were on the San Juan. I picked one up 
and showed Jerry, then headed back to the car to get my small 
fly box. So much for minimalist packing. 
 

Jerry put on a size 22 Adams and I had a BWO of about the 
same size. Although they were rising in the current and on the 
far wall, I worked the near water first. A big boy came  
   

 
up and looked it over and went down. I flipped it to him 
again, same reaction. I threw it short and he moved over to 
look, but still no take. I had to be close to a match – maybe 
my leader was bruised. I thought about changing tippet but 
all I had was 4x in my pouch. I tried again and another 
modest fish, but somewhat larger than the first, took it. The 
big boy continued to rise right in front of me, on the edge of 
the two waters. I could see his color as if it were a smudge 
on the water. As he came up he became more distinguished 
and I could see his mouth open and take a fly and turn 
down again. This repeated over and over again, not 12 feet 
from where I was standing on the stranded stones of the 
bank. 
 

I watched more than fished and noticed something was dif-
ferent. The flies he was taking had white wings. The blue 
wings went on by. Sulphurs! I looked in my box and came 
up with the emerger pattern I had used several times before 
which never failed to attract a hit but did seem to be averse 
to hooking up. The hook, you see, is tied upside-down, as in 
a weedless configuration. In the past after several hits and 
misses I have twisted 
the fly around so that 
the hook is in a normal 
downward orientation 
and been successful.  
 

It was cold out and we 
were in the shade, even 
as the clock ap-
proached 3 PM, so I took the easy way out and tied it on as 
it was.  He looked at the first few passes but no take. Then 
for whatever reason, up he comes, mouth out of the water 
and sucks in that fly and I strike and I feel the tug; I see it in 
his jaw, but no. No set. I screamed a scream of combined 
joy and anguish having figured out the puzzle but not taken 
the time to do it right. I could see the smudge move off into 
the deeper part of the pool and out of site. 
 

 I twisted the fly and went back to work on some other ris-
ers. The action was slowing as it got to be closer to 3:30 
PM. I did hook one but he too denied the net. Damn these 
flies. They always get hit and seldom take the fish.  Then I 
stopped for a few minutes and marveled at the number of 
fish we had just seen, here in cold October water, with most 
of the leaves already on the ground. I recalled the smudge 
coming up and showing himself; observing his nerve and self 
assurance, his selectivity and felt the rush of adrenalin all 
over again - October trout. Wow. 
 
Fly photo from Orvis on-line Catalog www.orvis.com 
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Fall Casting Clinic at Connetquot 

 
Led by Boyd Shockley’s 
informative talk and 
demonstration and fol-
lowed by Paul Lehmann’s 
casting  instruction the 
Fall Casting Clinic was 
once again a success as 
new fisherpersons were 
introduced to fly fishing 
AND LITU! Sharing 
what we know is just an-
other way LITU works to 
conserve, protect and 
restore. 
 
 
 

Garth Pettinger Awarded  
NYSCTU Individual Conservation Award 

 

Each year, at the Sep-
tember Meeting of the 
New York State Council 
of Trout Unlimited, 
those deserving of recog-
nition are honored at 
the Annual Awards pres-
entation. 
 

This year, the Long Is-
land Chapter’s very own 
Garth Pettinger was presented with the Council’s Individual 
Conservation Award.  Garth was recognized for his exten-
sive contribution and commitment as a partner and com-
mitteeman on the Delaware River Committee of NYSCTU.  
Much of where the Delaware Committee is as a Tri State 
group is because of Garth’s expertise, contributions of in-
depth data analysis and information he has presented at 
meetings and conference calls. 
 

Garth is highly recognized and respected by the other State 
Councils, PATU and NJTU, as well as by TU National.  As 
we look forward to the future of the Delaware River, the 
FFMP and the protection of this habitat and fisheries, it will 
be much of his dedication and determination to speak for 
the trout and other inhabitants that sustain the river’s eco-
system. Garth was unable to attend the September 20th 
Meeting in Cold Brook, NY.  However, at the October 
LITU Meeting, Jeff Plackis, NYSCTU Conservation Fund 
VP and fellow Delaware River Committee member, pre-
sented a very surprised Garth with the Award on behalf of 
the Council. 

 Please Patronize Our Friends and Supporters 
 

 Bob’s Canoe Rentals on the Nissequogue  - (631) 269 9761 - www.canoerentalslongisland.com 
 Bradley Custom Fly Reels - www.firbrookflies.com, (845) 439 4046 , Rich & Barb Bradley  
 Capt. Brett Greco – Fly Fishing Guide MT & FL, www.grecosonthefly.com, (406) 640 2627 
 Capt. Eric Lund - Islamorada flats fishing -  ewlund@hotmail.com -  305 393 0663 
 Camp-Site Sport Shop  - campsiteLI@aol.com , (631) 271 4969, Richard Siberry 
 Charles Neuner  - Fine Hand Crafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods, (631) 598 3863 

Cross Current Guide Svc. - Joe Demalderis - Orvis Endorsed www.crosscurrentguideservice.com 
Delaware River Club -   www.mayfly.com; (570) 635 5897 

 Fins to Feathers Ltd. Taxidermy  - (516) 847 0087,  Rich 
 Glacier Bay Sports - Kayak Rental - Northport (631) 262 9116 
 Hooks & Brooks Guide Service  - www.ny-fishingguide.com, (631) 589 0065, Mark Malenovsky 
 Northwoods Rods -   (516) 221 5599,  Jay Mooney - Peter Harris - Making bamboo...affordable 
 Long Island Flyrodders – Meet 1st Tuesday @ VFW 55 Hickory Lane, Levittown @ 7:30, www.lifr.org 
 Massage Therapy  - (631) 585 4855, Jane Ferlise 
 Northport Rod and Reel - (631) 368 7335 - Bait, tackle  & friendly advice - Dave Flanagan  
 Orvis Greenvale  -  www.orvis.com/intro.asp?subject=546, (516) 484 1860, Dean Tsantilas 
 Powers & Marshall  - Real Estate Analysts & Consultants, (516) 248 5511, Ted Powers 
 RiverBay Flyfishing Outfitters  - www.riverbayflyfishing.com , (631) 842 2880 
 Sawdust & Stitches - shadow boxes, art and more - http://www.sawdust-stitches.com (717) 774 3893 
 West Branch Anglers Resort—    www.westbranchresort.com; (607) 467 5525 
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 Tuesday, November 18, 2008 
at 7:30 PM 

 
Update on IPN in Connetquot St. Park 

By NYS Parks & NYS DEC 
 
 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER 

PROMPTLY 

 
Email Subscribers - See page 9 -10 for: 

LITU Fall Outing on the  
West Branch of the Ausable and  

Art Flick TU’s inaugural Banquet Photos 
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW 
Hall 

320 So. Broadway,  
Hicksville, NY 
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LITU  
Fall Outing 

Hungry Trout on 
West Branch of the 

Ausable River 
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Art Flick Chapter of TU’s First Annual Banquet 


