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Dear Conservationists and Fishermen, 
 
The trees are bursting, the skies are clearing, 
and the bugs are hatching - life is good. We're 

now coming into the prime trout time, where all our members will be out on their favor-
ite rivers - from the Catskills, to the Adirondacks, the spring creeks of Pennsylvania to the 
Poconos, the little streams of southwest Conneticut to the Housatonic and Farmington, 
and of course from the famous Long Island spring creeks to the little Carlls. There's a lot 
ground to cover, folks, be sure to get out of your routine this year and go explore those 
blue lines! Ask on our facebook group if you want advice on new river. 

I'd like to say thank to all the members and non-members who made it out to the Alley 
Creek and Beaverkill cleanups - there were real successes and I think we hauled out some 
garbage that's been there for many years. This week, we're speaking and meeting with 
the DEC and Parks departments (both in NYC and Long Island) about stocking native 
brookies and doing habitat improvement on both Alley Creek and Welwyn. In the mean-
time we're building a strategy to conquer systems on the Carlls, in Oyster Bay and Suffolk 
county, and to eventually get to a three, five, ten and twenty year plan for our local wa-
ters. We're looking forward to partnering with our brothers and sisters in the Art Flick 
chapter on some things too - stay tuned. 

A thank you to Paul McCain for his great overview of "Bugs!" in river systems, and we're 

looking forward to seeing Tom McCoy present this month on fishing some of the Catskills' 

most famous rivers, the Beaverkill and Willowemoc. Finally, be sure to save the date of 

our June meeting, it's going to be a family-friendly event, with a mini-presentation and an 

outdoor barbeque! 

Tight Lines, 
Christopher Aigner 

 
T.U. PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon. It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel. It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit. It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief 
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery. It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems. 
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
 
 

Next Chapter Meeting 

Tuesday, May 16, 2017 @ 7:30 PM 
 

Guest Speaker: Tom McCoy, Tom’s Fishing Stories 
 

Hicksville VFW Hall | 320 South Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 
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Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos 
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. 

Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries 
and comments to the Editor:  Stu Buckner  

Stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Christopher Aigner (516) 236-1260  

Vice President:  Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925  

Secretary:  Mike Russell (631) 242-2707 

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655 

Editor:  Stu Buckner (631) 834-1400  

Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 

 

Guest Speaker: Tom McCoy, Tom’s Fishing 
Stories  
 

Tom will present:  
Beamoc Fishing—Focusing on the Willow and 

Beaverkill 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.longislandtu.org 
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Tips for April 2017 

 
Drying Waders - Turn waders inside out so the upper 
inside portions can air dry.  Then remove the inner 
soles so they, too, can air dry.  Place the hose of a 
wet/dry vacuum into the boot and let the vacuum 
run for about five minutes or until the boot is dry.  As 
the ankle part of the boot may close around the vac-
uum hose and shut off the air, insert a vacuum hose 
extension tube into the boot alongside the hose to 
permit air to be pulled in.  Not only is the boot dried 
quickly, but the vacuum also removes any foreign 
matter that may have fallen into the boots.   
 
Good Way to Assemble Multi-Piece Rods - Here's a 
recommended way to assemble and disassemble 4 
or 5-piece (or more) rods.  Usually, rods come in a 
cloth bag with individual sleeves for each section of 
the rod, with the grip section on one side and the tip 
section at the other.  To assemble, start with the tip 
section and insert it into the next larger section while 
that section is still in the bag's sleeve.  Then take the 
two assembled sections and insert them into the 
next larger section, again while still in the sleeve.  
Keep assembling in this manner until the assembly is 
complete.  This method reduces the chance of a sec-
tion being dropped and permits assembly without 
undue stress on the rod.  To disassemble, reverse the 
process.  Put the grip section in its sleeve and sepa-
rate from the rod.  Repeat with each section as the 
section is put in the appropriate sleeve.  Done in this 
manner, the cloth sleeve helps to grip the rod when 
pulling the sections apart and puts the sections of 
the rod in the proper sequence and position for the 
next assembly. (Dick Jogodnik)   
 
Don’t forget to wipe the rod with a clean rag as you 
return it into the holder and PLEASE remember to 
clean your rod when you get home EVERY TIME. 
 
Keep a Clear Head - One of the exasperating aspects 
of fly tying is trying to tie off a finished fly and finding  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
you have too much material near the eye of the  
hook.  There are three remedies for this situation.  
First, try to use as fine a thread as possible to reduce 
bulk.  Modern 8/0 thread is very strong for its size, 
and there is even a 12/0 thread for very tiny flies.  
Secondly, make sure you are using the proper hook 
"style" for the flies you intend to tie.  Some flies call 
for hooks that are longer in the shank than a stand-
ard (1X) hook.  For example, if a pattern calls for a 
Mustad 9672 hook, that pattern will require a longer 
(3XL) hook.  Most good fly-tying catalogs and tying 
books will describe the various hook patterns.  Final-
ly, pay close attention to the proportions of your fly 
and avoid tying the materials too far forward on the 
hook shank. With practice, the crowding problem 
should disappear. 
 
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

 

Events 
 
May 3, Board Meeting 
 
May 16, Chapter Meeting 
 
June 6, Board Meeting 
 
June 9-11, Spring Outing to the Catskills 
 
June 20, Chapter Meeting and BBQ 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Calendar of Events                             

mailto:KensTUTips@verizon.net
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Following a stream cleanup here on April 8, 2017, we 
will be working with the DEC, NYC Parks, Resource 
Management, and NYC TU to improve the habitat on 
this stream and reintroduce brook trout. Improve-
ments will include the removal of man-made dams, 
mitigation of run-off, and freeing up potential move-
ment of species between all three water systems in 
this area. Email us for more information  
longislandtu@gmail.com  

 

Alley Creek, Queens  

Stream Cleanup & Restoration 

 
On April 8, 2017, LITU had about 15 volunteers 
come to show their support for Alley Creek - 
and take our about 15 bags of garbage and 
many large pieces of rusting iron! We followed 
it up with a friendly barbecue. Remember that 
these are family friendly event - if you want to 
teach your kids about the outdoors, contact us 
and we can plan a weekend to get them out-
doors, pick up some trash, and teach them 
about the river! 
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On Saturday April 22, 2017 at 10:00am the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited and the Long Island Fly 
Rodders joined forces and continued a long tradition of 
working with the Catskill Fly Fishing Museum to clean up 
various sections of the 
Beaverkill and the Wil-
lowemoc.   Trash bags, 
gloves, and rakes were 
handed out to the 25 vol-
unteers as they were as-
signed sections of the 
streams to groom.  They 
learned some new water 
such as Buck Eddy, Fer-
don’s Pool, Junction Pool, 
Cairns, The Wires, Man-
sion Pool, Hazel Bridge, 
and The Red House.  
  After about 2 
hours of work all the 
members of the party 
came back to the CFFM 
to a very sumptuous bar-
becue lunch prepared 
and organized by Rich 
Cosgrove, President of 
the LIFR.  The weather 
was a bit raw and over-
cast but a nice hot He-
brew National with sour kraut and a tasty cheeseburger 
made everyone forget the spotty drizzle as we ate under a 
protective canopy.  Everyone shared stories of the ridicu-
lous things that were found and culled from the banks.   

Then it was off to the transfer station with our 
junk collection.  We unloaded over a ¼ ton of garbage 
(580 lbs. to be exact) left by the unthinking anglers and 
others.  When it was all over we went fishing.  Some 
stayed over at local hotels, some went home, and at least 
two volunteers used the free bunk house.  All of us made 
new friends. That day we saved untold numbers of ani-
mals and fish who might have eaten this stuff and per-
ished due to their inability to digest manmade garbage or 
got entangled in it.  One of the best things any of us can 
do is keep our streams clean of refuse.  Some of the big-
gest offenders are styrofoam, plastic bags and sheets, and 

cans.  Other junk is also bad.  It’s a good idea to carry a 
plastic bag with you when you fish and collect some of the 
garbage you find along the stream. Make sure you dispose 
of it properly.    

I’d like to thank all the volunteers who came up-
state to help with the clean up. Plus, Samantha and Glenn 
of the CFFM, for helping me coordinate all the details and 
especially the help with the transfer station.  It is amazing 
what we can do when the fly fishing community puts it 
mind to things.  Networking is important.  

 

 

Annual Beaverkill - Willowemoc Clean-Up 
 

by Peter Dubno 

LITU Action Alerts 
 

Voice your concerns! 
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The Chapter has planned 
it’s 20th Annual Spring 
Outing to the Catskills, 
for the weekend of June 
9th through June 11th, 
2017.  Once again we 
will be staying at the  
Riverside Cafe & Lodge 
in Horton, New York, 
located right on the 
banks of the Beaverkill River.  This venue provides us with 
several angling opportunities on some of the most pictur-
esque streams in the Catskills... truly “Blue Ribbon” water.  
In addition to the Beaverkill, Willowemoc Creek, both the 
East and West Branches of the Delaware River, as well as 
many other small creeks and streams are within a short 
driving distance.  There should be plenty of excellent fish-
ing possibilities for all. 
 
The total cost* for this year’s trip per person, based on 
double occupancy and including all taxes and gratuities is: 
Hotel: $195.00 
Small Cabin: $200.50 
Large Cabin: $222.50 

 

* Cost includes a $5.00 donation to the Long Island TU 
Conservation Fund. 

 
Please note that the small cabin is now an additional $5.50 
per person and the large cabins are now an additional 
$27.50 per person. 
 
Just like last year, the total trip package consists of: 2-
nights Lodging (Friday & Saturday), BBQ Dinner (Friday 
Evening), 2 Breakfasts (Saturday & Sunday Morning), For-
mal Dinner (Saturday Evening). 
 
Deposits will be accepted beginning at the April 18th Chap-
ter Meeting.  See Jeff Plackis for more information.  Space 
is limited, so reserve your spot early!  A non-refundable 
deposit (either cash or check) of $93.00 (hotel), $98.50 
(small cabin) or $120.50 (large cabin) is due by May 16th, 
2017. 

Remaining balance of $102.00 per person due upon arrival 
& payable to “Riverside Lodge”. 

 

LITU’s ANNUAL FUNDRAISER BANQUET- 
to be held at Memorare Caterers,  

Seaford, NY 
 

We have begun taking monetary dona-
tions to our DIRECT APPEAL FUND to be 

used to purchase prize items for the 
Nov.3 fundraiser event.  

Please see  Peter Harris at the Chapter 
meetings to make your donations or  

contact  him at  
pmharris68@hotmail.com 

 

 

Chairman John Fischer announces the slate for 
the Election of Officers as follows: 
 
President – Chris Aigner 
Vice President - Joe Pepe 
Treasurer - Tom LoProto 
Secretary – Mike Russell 
 
Directors 2017 – 2019 
 
Stu Buckner 
Rick Lewis 
 
Nominations will be accepted from the floor as 
per LITU By-Laws. See John Fischer at the Chap-
ter Meeting 

 

Spring Outing to the Beaverkill 
June 9-11, 2017 

Save the Date 
Friday November 3rd, 2017 

LITU Annual Banquet 

Election Nominating Committee  
Announces Slate for Election of  

Officers | June 20 Chapter Meeting 
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Raffle for a Bamboo Rod 
Crafted and Donated by Chuck Neuner, 

Carmans River Rod Company 
6'-3", 2-piece, 4wt. Retail price: $1475  - Only 60 
tickets will be sold | $40/ticket, $100/3 tickets  

Specifications 
6'-3", 2-piece, 4wt. Crisp-casting proprietary taper 
based on the Paul Young Midge. 
 

- Medium-flamed cane, hand-split and hand-planed 
- Polished nickel silver ferrules, fittings, and reel seat 
hardware 
- Select cork reel seat, turned on-the-rod for perfect 
concentricity 
- Polished nickel silver stripping guide with select 
agate insert 
- Hard chrome finished Snake brand line guides 
- Premium maple burl reel seat insert 
- Translucent cinnamon silk wraps  
- Hand-rubbed spar varnish finish 
- Complete with mirror-matched spare tip, sailcloth 
rod bag, brass-capped aluminum rod case, and ferrule 
plug. 
 
To purchase raffle tickets, contact Tom LoProto at  
tloproto@aol.com  

        
 

NYSDEC: Wednesday, November 2, 2016 

Three Salmon Poachers Arrested After 
Early-Morning Chase 
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LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

 The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746 
Tel 631-271-4969 

RiverBayOutfitters.com 

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of 
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 

55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org 
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ROSCOE, N.Y. -- A Syracuse-area college student 
owes his life to witnesses and first responders after 
nearly drowning in a river in Sullivan County this 
weekend, according to New York State Police. 

A call came in to the county 911 dispatch center at 
about 6:58 a.m. Saturday for a water rescue. Wit-
nesses had pulled a young man from a local river, 
but he was blue, unresponsive and not breathing, 
according to officials. 

The man was found in Junction pool, a popular fish-
ing spot in Roscoe where the Beaverkill and Wil-
lowemoc rivers meet.  

The man, later identified as a 21-year-old student at 
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forest-
ry in Syracuse, had been fishing on Beaverkill River 
with three other students, troopers said. He was 
part of the college's fishing club. 

Witnesses told law enforcement they saw the 
man fall into the river -- which was only about 45 
degrees -- and go under when his hip waders filled 
with water. 

He floated, face down, to Junction pool, where oth-
ers nearby were able to pull him to shore when he 
reached the shallows. 

The man was unresponsive, had turned blue and 
was not breathing, and no one at the scene knew 
CPR, according to state police. The witnesses quick-
ly called emergency services. 

Sergeant and Station Commander Michael Schroed-
er, Trooper Andrew Digsby, and Roscoe Fire Chief 
Keith Travers arrived and helped pull the man far-
ther up shore and began doing CPR. 

After a time, the student began breathing on his 
own again. He was taken to Catskill Regional Medi-
cal Center where he regained consciousness, troop-
ers said. 

He was treated for hypothermia and water inhala-
tion, and is expected to make a full recovery.    

Please review the information at the following links & 
respond to them if you agree. 
  
Chris Wood's President/CEO of Trout Unlimited state-
ment on the unraveling of the protections of the 
Clean Water Act for small headwater streams 
(includes a link to bullet points on the Act): 
http://www.tu.org/blog-posts/chris-woods-
statement-on-trumps-clean-water-rule-order 
 
Here is a link to where you can voice your support for 
Clean Waters: 
http://standup.tu.org/stand-up-for-clean-water/ 
  
Here is a link to voice concern for Bristol Bay: 
http://standup.tu.org/save-bristol-bay/ 

Witnesses, first responders save Syracuse 
student from drowning in Upstate NY river 
By Kira Maddox | kmaddox@syracuse.com The Post-
Standard | April 23, 2017 at 1:01 PM, updated April 23, 2017 
at 1:49 PM  

LITU Action Alerts 
 

Voice your concerns! 
 

http://www.tu.org/blog-posts/chris-woods-statement-on-trumps-clean-water-rule-order
http://www.tu.org/blog-posts/chris-woods-statement-on-trumps-clean-water-rule-order
http://standup.tu.org/stand-up-for-clean-water/
http://standup.tu.org/save-bristol-bay/
http://connect.syracuse.com/staff/kiramaddox/posts.html
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

May 3, Board Meeting 
 
May 16, Chapter Meeting 
 
June 6, Board Meeting 
 
June 9-11, Spring Outing to the Catskills 
 
June 20, Chapter Meeting and BBQ 
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, NY 

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries 

Membership Application Page 2 

Stuart Buckner, Editor 
8 Cardinal Lane 

East Islip, NY 11730 
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