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T.U.
PHILOSOPHY

We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

Salmon Fishing Northern New York
The arrival of Spring signals the awakening of nature and
renewal of the human spirit. Days become longer, the
environment grows green, people become more energized and hopefully somewhat happier
and friendlier to one another. We certainly need this after this last winter season.
The tax deadline has past. Of course I waited until the last day to file. Why should my Uncle
Sam get my check early? I hope he puts it to good use. For those of you who might be
getting a refund I’m sure you will be supporting the fishing tackle industry.
I’m pleased to say that we hosted several new members (male and female) at our April Open
House meeting. My thanks go out to all our members who manned the various stations and
fielded questions during the Open House. A nod of appreciation goes to Jeff Plackis for
running the meeting in my absence, and to Peter Dubno for jumping in and giving his
presentation to replace the storm stranded Bryan Moore, VP of Volunteer Operations at TU
National, who could not make it out of West Virginia.
Make sure that you attend our May Chapter meeting to hear the presentation by Capt. Rob
Thompson on Salmon Fishing in northern NY along with some pointers on fishing the salt
out east.
I just got back from LITU’s late April Outing to the Esopus River. Can’t express enough
gratitude to Bob Lutz for planning such a great outing. The food, service, and
accommodations were sterling. The water was still pretty cold but some fish were never-theless taken. There is so much beautiful and fishable water in this area. Ask Rick Lewis and
Jason Creech to divulge the honey hole that they discovered- unbelievable! Maybe Rick
might even give you a peek at his mystical car maintenance log/fly fishing journal (of course
there’s a lot more to this). I truly must say that the best part of this outing was the people
that attended. The camaraderie was unforgettable. There were several “newbies” along that I
know were gladly treated to many combined years of fly fishing knowledge. Don’t laugh,
but I must say that I felt this peaceful, Zen like aura encompassing all of us whenever we got
together as a group. I really had trouble returning to the “real world” come Monday. Thank
you guys!
Get ready for our June Outing to the Beaverkill- always a great time. I think the trip is full
but I’m told that Jeff is compiling a waiting list. This is always a weekend of great food,
great fishing, and a lot of fun.
Elections are coming up at our June Chapter meeting. Please, let’s see some new blood on
the slate. Feel free to contact me or see me at the May meeting if you are interested in
serving on our Board of Directors.
Now get your gear ready and get out there and hit the water. Maybe even explore a new
place this year.
Have a Happy Mother’s Day and enjoy the Memorial Day weekend.
See you on the water,
Peter Harris
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Northern State Pkwy

June 2 - Board Meeting

June 15 - Chapter
Meeting
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It’s FINALLY that time of year again!
It seems that winter has left us for good (well, at least
until next year), and it’s ready to get down to business.
The business of fishing that is.
Now that the rods have been checked, reels greased, lines
changed, equipment checked, now it’s time to buy what
is broken beyond repair or just needs to be replaced. Or,
if you always wanted that one extra little gadget or
“thing” why not now (with your better half’s permission
of course!)?
Some of the best deals of the season are out there right
now. Most major retailers as well as the local fly shops
do indeed have some sort of Spring or early season sale
going on. A lot of places have a ton of great leftover
equipment from last year at excellent, close out prices.
Just do yourself a favor, and take the time to look around.
Something you’ve always wanted may be out there at a
great price.
But along with the gear and equipment, now is also the
time to get your travel plans settled or even just to mark
down or note a few of the more local trips you may want
to take. I always find it easier even if it’s just on my wish
list, to mark down on my calendar, just where I would
like to go and fish. Even if you don’t make it this season,
you’ll know it was there on your radar for the possibility
of a future trip.
If your trip involves air travel, the word through the
travel industry now says that you usually get the best
prices on air fare approximately two months before your
departure date. So, keep your eyes open for any discounts
and jump on them if they arise.
In closing, I would like to bring to your attention a new
book that is now out titled “Running Silver; Restoring
Atlantic Rivers and Their Great Fish Migrations”. It was
penned by another one of our very own LITU’ers John
Waldman.
I have only read certain excerpts from this nicely bound
and done book so far, but I can tell you it reads very well
to begin with. And, it certainly does look good and
covers an interesting topic. I will give you a more
detailed review next month.

Until next month!
Jay Mooney
Editor –In-Chief

Future Guest Speakers and Happenings

May 20 - Capt. Rob Thompson
Salmon Fishing Northern NY
June 6 - 8 - Annual June Chapter Outing
June 17 - General meeting
Chapter Elections

For all of the anglers and gear heads always looking
for new shops and new gear, there’s a brand new fly
shop in town!
The name of the shop is River Bay Outfitters. They
are located at 445 Merrick Road in the town of
Oceanside. Just minutes from the Meadowbrook
Parkway and other easy access points.
River Bay is a shop that specializes in the sport of fly
fishing and everything that goes along with it. From
rods and reels to just about everything fly tying under
the sun, it will all be available.
As well as all the new gear, information and
education for anglers of all levels will be available as
well.
The proud owner and one of our own, Paul McCain,
has been active in fly fishing for over 30 years. Paul
welcomes you to stop in to learn how to tie a new fly,
get details on local waters, and learn some tips and
techniques.
More than just a fly shop, River Bay Outfitters will
be a place to talk about fresh and salt water fishing.
For store hours, please call (516) 415-7748.
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Email the editor to be included in future
listings at:
LITU Editor@aol.com
FOR SALE:
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00.
Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00.
Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00.
Leonard Bamboo Fly Rod. Model 48. 7’, 3 piece with
2 tips. Excellent to pristine original condition.
Original bag and tube. For the collector or discerning
angler.
$2200.00.
Northwoods Bamboo Fly Rod. Brand new. 7’ 2 piece
with 2 tips. Bag and tube. Great first time bamboo.
$575.00
If interested contact Jay Mooney at
AdirondackJ@aol.com .

C S I C AG A I N C H A RT E R S
LIGHT TACK LE AND FLY FISHING O N THE NORTH SHO RE , MONTAUK AND O RIENT

Custom Scout 235
Huntington, CSH and Northport
Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’
Montauk and Orient Full Day

Phone: (516)383-0508
E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com

Captain Robin Calitri
LongIslandFlyFishing.com

Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and Bluefin Tuna
d

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun include

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands
Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting

FOR SALE: “The Fly Factory” fly tying board by
Oasis, new $119, asking $99.
14’ Heritage Marquesa Kayak with captain seat,
paddle with leash, 2 recessed rod holders, 1 ramball
mount with rod holder asking $800.
Contact: Pete at Yuskevich53@msn.com

FOR SALE: Fly Rod - Echo “Shadow” PE
10’, 3 WT Czech Nymphing Model
Asking $135.00
If interested contact John Fischer at 516-425-4198.

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop
1877 New York Ave.
Huntington Station, NY 11746.
Tel 631-271-4969

FOR SALE: 7 1/2 ‘ fiberglass fly rod by Harnell. 6/7
Wt., 2 pc. Circa 1950’s. Good condition. Original
owner. Contact Bill O’Brien.
631-261-3021

www.LongIslandTU.org
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Each month I will try to bring to you an honest, down to earth,
review of a book, having mostly to do with the fishing and
sporting world. Each book that is reviewed will be read by me
personally, or by one of our other “guest” TU members / reviewers.
The book for this month, as well as our first, is “ How To Fly
Fish For Trout” by our very own Tom McCoy.
As Tom claims, this book is most certainly written as “one
neighbor trying to help a friend get started” in the sport of fly
fishing. The lessons and suggestions stated are precise and to
the point, while still friendly - with none of the “flowery”
nonsense you find in a lot of “how to” books.
However, the short stories Tom included are knowledgeable,
witty, and yet still offer some humble insight and life lessons.
Overall, I think this book is well done and a breath of fresh air
that was most definitely needed for “beginner” books. Even if
not a beginner, this a book that should be read by all.

Additionally, the pictures are down to earth and excellent especially the one of yours truly!

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited in cooperation
with Boy Scout Troop 341 and Cub Scout Pack 341 of Wantagh, and New York State Department of Parks was going to
hold a clean of Wantagh Creek last month.
Unfortunately the Troop needed to cancel due to a prior commitment as well as bad weather.
LITU will be planning to assist the Scouts at a future clean up
with a date yet to be determined.
The last time we did this with just the Cub Scouts, we picked
approximately five tons, yes, TONS, of debris from this picturesque stream. Although it runs right next to the Wantagh
Parkway, most people don’t even realize it’s there. However,
once again being right next to the
Parkway, it does get a
lot of debris blown into it.
There ARE naturally reproducing Brook Trout and Red Fin
Pickerel in this stream, along with Kingfishers, Egrets, Hawks,
and other birds and wildlife in the area.
Please, come on down and help support the Scouts and this
fragile ecosystem.
We’ll keep you advised as to when we get a date.
Hope to see you then!!

The Long Island Fly Rodders
meet the first Tuesday of each month at
Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane
Levittown, NY
www.liflyrodders.org
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Don't Mix ''New" Tying Materials with Old - If you
obtain new materials, don't immediately put them in with
your existing supply. Materials obtained from road kills,
from hunters, or even from reputable suppliers can be
infested with insect eggs or larva, which can not only
destroy the new material but can spread to your existing
supplies as well. As a precaution, you could freeze the
new item in a freezer or even outside if the temperature is
near zero. You might also, if feasible, wash the new item
thoroughly if it is dirty or you suspect a problem. In any
event, keep the new material in a clear zip-lock bag and
examine it closely before incorporating it with your
supplies. If in doubt, it is best to return it to the place you
purchased it or discard it if procured by other means.
Speed Up Your Tying - Mark your left or right thumbnail with a pencil mark or marks to show the wing length
when tying flies. It will make it easier to keep the wings
in proportion and of equal length. Another way to speed
up your tying is to end your bobbin at the point it will next
be needed. This way you won't have to waste time
moving it to line up for the next step.
Fish Closer Water First - When entering a section of
water, it is tempting to begin casting to the rises on the far
bank or to begin casting to the most ideal holding water.
To do so may cause you to scare fish by carelessly wading
to get into casting position or to spook fish that your line
may cross. It is better to take a few moments to observe
the area for working fish or holding lies on your side of
the river. You can then formulate a plan as to how you
will approach each fish or spot without scaring the nearby
fish. Once the closer water is fished, you can extend your
casts or move further out into the stream. On crowded
streams where you don't have the luxury of simply moving
to another nearby spot, you must make the most of each
area you fish.
Delay Setting Hook When Fishing Downstream - One
difficulty of fishing downstream to rising fish is the
tendency to set the hook too soon after a strike. It is best
to wait a second or two for the trout to turn downward
before tightening, but our instinct is to set the hook
immediately upon seeing the rise. Pulling the fly out of
the fish's open mouth misses a lot of fish. A slower set
will hook many more fish and hook them more securely.
Matching the Terrestrials Hatch - If you are fishing for
trout and notice them surface feeding near the bank where
there is no visible insect hatch, they are likely feeding on
ants or beetles. Fish an ant or beetle pattern to these fish.

DEC Releases Report on The Harmful Impacts of
Nitrogen Pollution on Long Island's Coastal
Marshlands
As part of ongoing efforts to bolster New York's coastal
resiliency against future storms and sea level rise, the New
York State DEC released a scientific white paper describing
how excessive nitrogen pollution damages coastal marshlands
that are a critical line of defense against severe storms and
flooding.
"Under the direction of Governor Cuomo, DEC and other state
agencies are working to strengthen the resiliency of
communities that are susceptible to severe storms and
flooding," DEC Commissioner Martens said. "The report
illustrates the noxious effect excess nitrogen pollution has on
marshland systems that help to protect Long Island against
storms like Sandy. Based on this information, it is imperative
that efforts to improve coastal storm resiliency include actions
to
significantly reduce nitrogen pollution. This report will
help DEC work with local officials, environmental groups,
economic organizations and others to build a plan that will
address longstanding wastewater issues in Nassau and Suffolk
counties."
The white paper denotes specific scientific data on nitrogen
pollution. The report specifically details how coastal marshes
and their vegetation provide a natural infrastructure that calms
storm surges and damaging waves along Long Island's south
shore bays. Nitrogen pollution is a threat to these marshes,
causing the grasses to grow taller, but produce fewer and less
dense roots, which destabilizes the marsh grasses. Tall grasses
with fewer or weaker roots are subject to the tugging and
pulling of waves, leading to accelerated erosion and the loss of
stabilizing vegetation.
Recent studies that have increased the understanding of
nutrient enrichment note that salt marshes do not have
unlimited capacity to remove nitrogen, as was once thought.
The report cites specific examples of significant marsh loss
over the past several decades, including marshes in the Great
South Bay. From 1974-2001, there was an 18-36 % loss in
tidal wetlands in the Great South Bay as a result of factors
including excess nitrogen entering the watershed. A study
found that 68 percent of the total nitrogen entering the bay
originated from wastewater, including wastewater from septic
systems and sewage effluent discharges.
DEC's white paper, titled "Nitrogen Pollution and Adverse
Impacts on Resilient Tidal Marshlands," is available on the
DEC website.

Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net

www.LongIslandTU.org
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By Tom McCoy
Friday. Traffic was light. We picked up Mike Parody and drove up to Joe’s family cabin in Durham as he had
to take care of something. This gave us time to scan the Catskill Creek and for me to try to identify where in
1957 I caught my first trout. I described it to Joe as down a dirt road and parking in a field adjacent a tree line
which bordered the river. Shale was prevalent in the river causing small waterfalls and riffles. The only place
he knew that fit the description was right behind his cabin. I will never know for sure but his place is only a
few minutes from the Irish resort we stayed at back then.
We drove over to Windham and along the Schoharie with Joe telling of witnessing first-hand the terrible
flood damage from Irene in Prattsville. We stopped and looked at the pool behind the ball field where the
Batavia comes into the Schoharie. Water was probably 45 degrees or lower but it was clear and wadeable.
We went to Betty’s for breakfast and then on to the Esopus via the back roads. The river was in good shape
and flowing clear both above and below the portal. We checked in at the Alpine Inn and headed for the local
fly shop/hardware store. Interesting and eclectic selection of merchandise, Joe found a rare propeller spinner
to use this summer on his home water for smallies.
I have not spent time in this area since Irene and was taken by the massive movement of rock and soil, trees
and homes. What was once a woodland stream up by Big Indian is now a wide gravel bed with a stream in it.
Below the spa on Rt. 28, what was an intimate water way split by an island is as wide as a football field of
cobbles and rocks. The fact that Joe found a tree to lose his flies in was amazing in the altered landscape.
Bushnell’s Pool was the first stop, just up from Shandaken. Water looked good but no takers. Some Quill
Gordon’s were coming off around 3 O’clock but nothing was coming up for them. We moved to Jennings
Pool by the old bridge and worked nymphs and streamers in the cold water. I was fortunate to pick up two
browns on a Grey Ghost. The guys were complimentary but I was channeling my old buddy Clark Fisher who
I worked these waters with in the 80’s and whose favorite fly was the Ghost, primarily because it was
invented in Maine which he considered home. We were joined late in the day by Bob and Bob when a family
5 came by with one spinning rod and a stringer of about ten 14 inch or better fish. My two paled in
comparison.
Dinner at the Alpine was extraordinary in both quality and quantity. Roast pork with caramelized onions,
buttered noodles, carrots and broccoli, all fresh preceded by soup and a crab cake salad; rolls to die for and
three desserts to choose from. All served family style by the family that runs this comfortable resort. The
rooms were large and fresh (no mold) with bathrooms my wife would use. We left the door open and put the
Ranger game on TV as the coolers were being systematically emptied, the guys roaming from room to room –
a great time was had by all.
Saturday’s breakfast was as good as dinner and the rain from the night before didn’t affect the stream color.
Joe Pepe joined us for the day and we headed out to explore Woodland Valley Creek from the junction up to
the campsite. It had plenty of flow and like the other parts of the watershed, was widened and cleared by
Irene. Lots of riffles, pockets and pools with fish sighted at several spots. We did our best to entice them but
left around 2 not having stung one. Joe tried to recall a spot he had fished earlier but his GPS was uncooperative so we decided to fish the water downstream of 28 near Mt. Tremper known as Rock Cut. The spinning
guys were having some luck with white lures so we opted for white streamers. Mike landed his first trout and
Joe P. had two in the net and one jumper that was a long distance release. Joe O. was still looking to use his
net, cursed by my comment on the way up that he always catches the first fish.
(Continued next page)
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(Continued from page 6)
On the way back to the Inn we saw Jason’s car at a pull off around Phoenicia. It was a spot we would want to
remember. Rick Lewis has been a devotee of European style nymphing, also known as Czech nymphing, for
the last few years. He introduced Jason to it last fall. If anyone had any doubts about the effectiveness of this
technique (or the fishing acumen of Rick) they were dispelled as Rick and Jason each had about 20 fish with a
number of them the storied Ashokan rainbows of the spring run. The river temperature was 44 degrees. Now
that’s some expert fishing!
Dinner was served – NY Strip, sliced with mushroom gravy along with pan seared grouper. Wow.
Afterwards we retired to the living room by the fire and laughed at Sean’s amazing trivia talents. Paul and I
had the opportunity to reminisce about an amazing, once in a life time day at Montauk we had a few years
back.
The next morning found us all around Rick’s car - How many fly fishermen does it take to change a tire? Lots
of laughs at Rick’s expense but he was laughing more than all of us. Good sport. We all said our good-byes
and headed out for some more fishing. Our foursome raced for the spot of the multiple fish, its name to
remain a treasured secret. Joe O. got the first fish of the day and Mike had one on as well. We all put on the
prescribed flies and attempted to simulate the Czech technique with the gear we had as Jason showed up,
headed up stream, crossed over and began a repeat performance catching fish after fish.
I sat and watched for a while. I considered heading up there to get some advice but the crossing was tricky,
especially the way he did it, although he made it look easy. I reconsidered, returned to my traditional style
and hooked one. I had 3 more take the hook but only one saw the net. Chris now joined us as did Sean, Peter,
Tom Lo and Luke. Some secret spot this is. Chris commented on how I let the nymphs rise at the end of the
drift and we talked about it. I was explaining why I do it and commented that in these cold water conditions I
do it more from habit than as a tactic. Somewhere in mid-sentence a fish hit. Then he went up to work with
Jason.
We packed it in mid-day and said our good-byes again, all in agreement that this was a great weekend of
fishing, friendship, food and fun. April on the Esopus.
Thanks to Bob Lutz for organizing the trip. See you there next year.
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Trout Unlimited praises Forest Service for tackling groundwater rules to protect headwaters
and fishing
Trout Unlimited praised the Forest Service for releasing long-awaited groundwater policy guidelines that TU said are
needed to protect pristine headwaters and healthy fish and wildlife habitat in our
National Forests.
“Trout, salmon and other fish depend on cold, clean water in rivers and streams
for their survival—cold water that often originates from groundwater flows,”
said Trout Unlimited CEO Chris Wood. “Across the West, many of our rivers
and prized fisheries face severe threats - including prolonged drought,
devastating wildfires and climate change. These guidelines recognize that
groundwater and surface waters are connected, and that we must manage the
entire watershed to keep our streams and rivers healthy and resilient. TU
applauds the Forest Service for its leadership in taking a comprehensive
approach to water management.”
At present, TU said, the Forest Service’s water policy is limited to surface water,
which hampers efforts to address water issues on a watershed-scale. The
released draft guidelines would fill a gap in existing agency management
oversight of water resources on national forests and grasslands.
“For years, TU has partnered with the Forest Service to restore damaged stream
habitat and protect important backcountry areas,” said Laura Ziemer, senior
policy advisor for TU’s Western Water Project. “But this has been a missing tool in management of our water
resources. If we ignore groundwater, we leave some of our most valuable fisheries and headwaters streams at risk. With
many parts of the West suffering from extreme drought, these new guidelines should help National Forests fulfill their
vital water supply role and continue to provide cold, clean water to fish and people.”
Ziemer pointed to hard-rock mining operations as one example of potential threats to groundwater health. Some mining
operations on public lands can intersect with groundwater supplies, she noted, depleting the resource and damaging
nearby streams and trout fisheries. For example, the proposed Black Butte copper mine by Tintina Resources near
Montana’s blue-ribbon trout fishery, the Smith River, will intercept significant groundwater in its mile-long, proposed
exploratory “decline” or tunnel. The company will have to pump the groundwater out of its underground mine worksgroundwater that was on its way to adjacent Sheep Creek. Sheep Creek can provide up to half of the Smith River’s
flow at the popular Camp Baker, the launch site for river trips down the Smith. Moreover, important ecosystem features
in Western national forests, such as fen marshes, depend on groundwater flows for their health.
TU said that hundreds of blue ribbon fisheries across the country will benefit directly from the new guidelines. Among
them are some of the most famous trout streams of the American West, including Rock Creek in the Yolo National
Forest in Montana, the upper White River in the White River National Forest in Colorado, the North Fork of the
Clearwater River in the Clearwater National Forest in Idaho, and the South Fork of the Trinity River in the ShastaTrinity National Forest in California.
TU stated that the Forest Service should be able to amend its water policy manual without infringing on state-issued
water rights or changing how state groundwater and surface water quality regulations affect National Forests and
Grasslands.
“TU thanks the Forest Service for developing a comprehensive groundwater policy and submitting it for public review,”
said Ziemer. “We look forward to working with the Forest Service and other stakeholders in this effort to conserve our
water resources, fishing opportunities and outdoor quality of life.”
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State Helicopters Assist in DEC Project to Reintroduce Brook Trout to Remote
Adirondack Pond
Transport of Lime Part of Effort to Mitigate Effects of Acid Rain and Create Hospitable Habitat for Brook Trout
As part of Governor's Cuomo's NY's Open for Fishing and Hunting initiative and a collaborate effort to mitigate the
impact of acid rain and restore brook trout to the Adirondacks, state helicopters delivered 34 tons of lime to an
acidified pond in the Five Ponds Wilderness Area in the town of Webb, Herkimer County, New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Regional Director Judy Drabicki announced
On March 6 and 7, approximately 40 DEC staff and New York State Police helicopter crews conducted the liming
operation, which included 46 helicopter flights to transport 1,500 pounds of lime from a staging area near the boat
launch at Stillwater Reservoir to Hawk Pond. The lime was deposited on the ice at the pond and later spread across
the frozen surface. The liming of acidic lakes or ponds is a management tool used to neutralize the water's acidity and
create water quality that is more favorable for fish and aquatic life. When the pond thaws this spring, the lime will
enter the water and reduce its acidity level.
"Each year, fisheries staff select an Adirondack pond for liming to reintroduce brook trout in the Adirondacks,"
Regional Director Drabicki said. "This effort involves months of planning and coordination with DEC operations
staff, forest rangers and forestry staff, along with State police helicopters, pilots and crews. This joint effort is critical
to reclaim waters impaired by acid rain and restore native habitats to these Adirondack waters."
This operation is the first lime treatment for Hawk Pond. This fall, two strains of brook trout will be stocked in the
pond: the Horn Lake strain of brook trout, and a heritage/domestic cross. Once the fish have had the chance to spawn,
biologists will be able to use the genetics for each strain of the stocked fish to determine which parents are producing
offspring and which strain is performing the best in the pond. This research will help guide future management
decisions involving Adirondack brook trout ponds.
DEC fishery staff is optimistic that these operations will successfully return brook trout to some large Adirondack
ponds and lakes. Larger water bodies in the Adirondacks maintain a deep cold water layer right through the summer
(referred to as stratification), unlike the smaller ponds where water layers mix, which results in warmer water
temperatures that are not as suitable for brook trout.
For additional information on DEC's liming program or a list of Adirondack trout ponds, contact the Watertown
fisheries office at 315-785-2263.
Governor Cuomo's NY Open for Fishing and Hunting Initiative is an effort to improve recreational activities for
sportsmen and sportswomen and to boost tourism opportunities throughout the state. This initiative includes the
streamlining of fishing and hunting licensing and reducing license fees, improved access for fishing at various sites
across the state and increasing hunting opportunities in various regions. This year, Governor Cuomo unveiled the
NYS Adventure License which allows outdoor enthusiasts, boaters, anglers and hunters to consolidate their
recreation licenses and benefits onto their New York State Driver's License, and the NYS Adventure License
Plates, featuring nine plate designs available for free to those buying new lifetime hunting, fishing or park licenses in
2014.
In support of this initiative, this year Governor Cuomo has proposed creating 50 new land access projects to connect
hunters, anglers, bird watchers and others who enjoy the outdoors to more than 380,000 acres of existing state and
easement lands that have gone untapped until now. These 50 new access projects include building new boat launches,
installing new hunting blinds and building new trails and parking areas. In addition, the Governor's 2014-15 budget
proposes to: include $4 million to repair the state's fish hatcheries; limit the liability of landowners who allow recreational activities on their properties, which could open up vast, untapped resources for additional hunting, fishing and
many other recreational pursuits; and allow crossbow hunting once again in New York State.
10
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Ever wonder what pristine runs of migratory fish in Atlantic rivers looked like to early colonists? Some saw so many
salmon, shad, alewives and other species that they said the waters “ran silver” with these fish as they swam upstream to
spawn. And they were caught in numbers we can hardly imagine anymore—one single net haul in 1827 on the
Susquehanna River was estimated to contain 15 million shad and river herring. Contrast that with today, when the total
run sizes of shad and river herring for a whole season on the Susquehanna and other rivers may number only in the
hundreds or low thousands.
John Waldman’s Running Silver—six years in the writing and containing a lifetime of experiences as an angler,
scientist, and conservationist—covers the biology, history, and conservation of these species, plus striped bass, sturgeon,
eels and the others that complete grand migrations between fresh and salt waters. This includes the evolution of these
unique life cycles, the many ingenious ways that Indians and colonists fished for these species, ‘fish wars’ between mill
dam operators and fishermen, the ravages of damming, pollution, and overfishing, and newer concerns such as climate
change, power plant water withdrawals, and the introduction of non-native species. Along the way Waldman shows that
fish ladders and hatcheries are not the answer to restoring these fish, that overfishing and warming seas may lead to fewer
‘giants of the rivers,’ and even how our long-held ideas of what a natural river should look like are wrong.
Waldman includes many of own field experiences researching these species, from tagging sturgeon to collecting
striped bass with haul seines in the ocean surf. These accounts show first hand, the promise and frustrations with restoring
these fish. And yet he sees hope, ending on an optimistic note by providing ten important ideas to help make rivers run
silver once more.
The Nature Conservancy’s Green blog called Running Silver “a brilliant and heartbreaking book” and wrote that
Running Silver is “one of the most important conservation books he’s read in years.” Running Silver is published by Lyons Press and is available at Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble.com, book stores, and by telephoning the publisher at 888249-7586.

L.I.T.U. Monthly Meetings
Held On the 3rd
Tuesday of every month
At 7:30 PM
Hicksville VFW Hall
320 So. Broadway, Hicksville, NY
www.LongIslandTU.org
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Trout Season is coming and this is all you need to get started
Our very own Tom McCoy of LITU has announced the publication of his new book, How To Fly Fish For
Trout, for those interested in trying the sport. “Many of the existing books for beginners offer too much
information.” said Tom “This is all you need to get started.” It is written as a neighbor trying to help a friend to
get started in a few short lessons while entertaining the reader with perspective and philosophy. There are 8 short
stories that bring to life his experiences and methods. The book is 158 pages (8.5x11) and includes photos that
will make you want to get on a stream as soon as possible. It also has a buyer’s guide for the beginner with a
sample fly selection and equipment list – everything you need to get going.
“I wrote the book to help the new guy and gal, but also as a hopefully enjoyable read for anyone interested in
fishing, the outdoors and conservation. It is presented in a peer to peer format and hopes to entertain as well as
coach.” said Tom

Women fish too.
For years Tom donated copies of the early version of the book to new TU members as well as women recovering
from breast cancer who participated in Casting For Recovery workshops. “Women are the fastest growing segment of new fisherpersons” said Tom “and the sport is a natural for them.”
The book is available at River-Bay Outfitters in Oceanside, Campsite in Huntington, Cow Harbor B&T in
Northport and Terminal Tackle in Kings Park as well as on both Amazon.com and Kindle.com. Pick up a copy
and Tom will be glad to sign it for you at the February Meeting.
A direct link to the listing is: http://www.amazon.com/dp/1494404230
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This page provides information on sporting license changes taking effect on February 1, 2014. Changes
include reduced fees, reduced number of licenses, changes to valid license dates and more. If you have
questions, please contact New York State D.E.C at fwinfo@gw.dec.state.ny.us

Fishing License
Comparison of Current Fishing License Information and Changes Starting February 1

Annual License
Current
Purchases Through January 31
Valid October 1 – September 30
$29.00 (Resident)

Change
Purchases Beginning February 1
Valid one full year (365 days) from
date of purchase
$25 (resident, ages 16-69*)

$70.00 (Non-resident)

$50 (nonresident)

7 Day License
Current
Purchases Through January 31
$15.00 (Resident)

Change
Purchases Beginning February 1
$13 (resident, ages 16-69*)

$35.00 (Non-resident)

$31 (nonresident)

Marine Registry
Current
Purchases Through January 31
Valid January 1 - December 31
No Fee (resident and Non-resident)

Change
Purchases Beginning February 1
Valid one full year (365 days) from
date of registration
Remains as no fee
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Make Yours a NYS Adventure License
The Department of Motor Vehicles has teamed with DEC and NYS Parks to offer a new, convenient service for
purchasers of DEC-issued Lifetime Sporting Licenses and Parks-issued Lifetime Empire Passport and Boater Safety
Certificates. Your NYS DMV-issued photo document can now show evidence that you possess a new NYS
Adventure License.

How do I take advantage of this easy new service?
New lifetime sporting license purchasers can opt to have icons added to their NYS Driver license when you purchase
your lifetime sporting license. You may choose to get your new DMV ID immediately, for a fee of $12.50, or wait for
your next license renewal at no charge
If you already have a lifetime sporting license, you may login into the Online Sporting License Sales System, as of
Feb 1, and request a new driver license or non-driver ID with your lifetime sporting credentials.
Why not extend your NYS Adventure.- consider buying a Lifetime Empire State Passport that lets you visit more than
170 beautiful NYS parks for the rest of your life. See the NYS Parks website for more details about this and boating
safety certificates

Available Lifetime Sporting Licenses
The following licenses are available to New York State residents only.

License Name

Resident Fee

Privileges

Sportsman

(Age 12-69) $765

Small and Big Game

(All ages) $535

Bow hunting

(All ages) $235

Combined privileges of small game,
big game, and fishing (freshwater)
licenses and a turkey permit. This
DOES NOT include hunting big game
(i.e., deer or bear) with a bow or muzzleloader during the bow or
muzzle loading seasons
Hunt smal game species with gun or
bow during appropriate seasons;
Hunt big game (deer and bear) with a
firearm (gun or muzzleloader) or bow
during the regular firearms season
or hunt with shotgun or muzzleloader
during special January deer season on
Long Island
Hunt deer and bear with bow only
during bow hunting season

Trapping

(All ages) $395

Set traps for species during their appropriate season

Muzzle loading

(All ages) $235

Fishing (Freshwater)

(Age 0-69) $460

Hunt deer and bear with a muzzle
loading firearm during muzzle loading
season
Catch freshwater fish species during
appropriate seasons
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