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I bet you thought I would be starting out ranting and  raving 
about this dreadful winter full of cold temps, mounds of ice 
and snow, numerous potholes of the likes that I can’t recall, 

and how I’m working on my second head cold in two months and can’t wait for winter to be 
over even though we still probably have at least a month to go. But no, I won’t put you through 
that as I’m sure you all feel the same way and have heard enough grumbling about the weather 
already. 
The one bright spot in the late winter season is the Long Island Trout Unlimited Dinner 
Dance and Auction Fundraiser Event to be held on Friday evening March 7. There is still 
time to let us know that you want to attend. Please make every effort to attend this event as it 
always is an enjoyable and fun evening and it is our main fundraiser. 
Our “busy season” now begins. The presenter at our March 18 Chapter meeting will be Chuck 
Neuner. Chuck will be showing us how he ties several of his favorite flies. I’ve been trying to 
talk him into tying one of his great stone fly patterns but he has made no promises. Tom 
McCoy, our celebrity author will make a return visit. He will bring a new supply of his book on 
fly fishing and will sign each book sold at the meeting. Tom will again be donating half of his 
sales back to LITU. Tom sold out so fast last month that I couldn’t even get a copy! 
I would like to take this time to personally apologize to Chris Visco, who was supposed to do 
his presentation on “Salmon Without Waters, at last month’s Chapter meeting, and all who at-
tended the meeting to hear his presentation, as technical difficulties prevented this from occur-
ring. I will try to get Chris to return in the near future. 
We’re already booked up for our April 25-27 outing to the Esopus River. Thank you Bob Lutz 
for planning this outing. Jeff Plackis will soon begin taking deposits for our June outing to the 
Beaverkill. Check future editions of the Paumonok for details.  
L.I.T.U.’s Fly Fishing/Casting Clinics will be held this year on Saturday, March 22 at Caleb 
Smith State Park and on Saturday, March 29 at Connetquot State Park and Preserve. Please 
come down and help out. This is where we get most of our new members from so I’d  really 
like a large and enthusiastic turnout of volunteers. 

There will be many other events and programs over the next few months such as data logger 
deployments, stream clean ups, Trout In the Classroom releases, and various stream restoration 
projects. To do this work and continue to carry out our mission we need VOLUNTEERS. I  
believe it goes hand in hand that when you commit to becoming a member of LITU you should 
be volunteering some of your time to help bring these events, projects, and programs to fruition. 
 

This annoying winter season will soon be heading into spring with the opening of trout season. 
Start brushing up on your casting and checking out your equipment so you will be ready to hit 
the water. Make sure all your fishing licenses are up to date and in order. Don’t forget to visit 
River Bay Outfitters, Orvis Westbury, and Campsite for your fishing needs. 
Please remember to do your utmost to preserve, protect, and conserve our cold water fisheries. 
 
Respectfully, 
Peter Harris 

T.U. 
PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery.  It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 

October 2012 

 

Tuesday, March 18, @ 7:30 PM 

Chuck Neuner 
Favorite Flies 
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May 2014 
 

May 7 - Board Meeting 
 
 
May 20 - Chapter  
                Meeting 

June 2014 
 

June 2 - Board Meeting 
 
June 6 - Beaverkill 
             Outing 
 
June 15 - Chapter  
                Meeting 
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March 2014 
 

March 4 - Board  
                 Meeting 
 
March 7 - LITU Annual    
                 Dinner Dance 
 
March 18 - Chapter  
                   Meeting 
March 22 - Casting 
Clinic, Caleb Smith 
March 29 - Casting 
Clinic, Connetquot 

April 2014 
 

April 2 - Board Meeting 
 
April 15 - Chapter  
                 Meeting 
 
April 25 - Esopus  
                 Outing 

 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 
may not be reprinted without prior permission. 
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Future Guest Speakers and Happenings 
 
March 7 - LITU Annual Dinner Dance 
 
March 18  - Chuck Nuener 
 
April 15 -  Bryan Moore, TU National 
                      The State of TU 

 

At this point, the Dinner Dance is just days away. The 
journal is at the printers, all the plans are laid, the    
committee members have their jobs and the prizes are 
allocated. Now, it’s just sit back, and let all the planning 
take it’s course and come to fruition. Now comes the 
worst part -  the wait and the worry!  
 

As I’ve come to find out, concerns and worries are just 
part of being committee chair. From big worries to the 
little concerns, it’s all going to happen. But, with the 
outstanding Dinner Dance Committee we have this 
year, the concerns are much less of a burden. We’re still 
communicating back and forth, checking and double 
checking with each other making sure we didn't      
overlook anything. 
 

Yes, putting together the Dinner Dance is a huge      
undertaking and takes a tremendous amount of work. 
But we all do it to try and further our core mission -  to 
conserve and protect.  
 

But, with that being said, we as a committee do have a 
major concern and that is the availability of man, or 
woman, power the night of the event. To make the   
Dinner Dance as  successful as possible, it takes quite a 
bit of help that night. And this is where we are lacking 
slightly. 
 

What would be wonderful is if you can volunteer for a 
short period of time - even just 15 minutes! That 15 
minutes will allow one of the committee members to 
take a break from running a game, or handling some 
other chore, and maybe get something as simple as a 
drink or a quick bite to eat. 
 

Please, step up and help out if you can. 
 

In closing I would like to sincerely thank all the     
members of the Dinner Dance Committee for doing 
their jobs and helping to pull this all together. Without 
them, it could not be done. 
 

Those members are: Mike Russell, Joe Odierna, Pete 
Harris, Tom LoProto, Ed Ciano, Ron Krisch, and John 
“Speedo” Fischer. 
 

I would also like to thank all those who donated a prize, 
cash, gift card, or what have you, and helped to make 
the Dinner Dance the  success that I know it will be. 
 

Until next month! 
 

Jay Mooney 
Editor –In-Chief 

For all of the anglers and gear heads always looking 
for new shops and new gear, there’s a brand new fly 
shop in town! 
 
The name of the shop is River Bay Outfitters. They 
are located at 445 Merrick Road in the town of 
Oceanside. Just minutes from the Meadowbrook 
Parkway and other easy access points.     
 
River Bay is a shop that specializes in the sport of fly 
fishing and everything that goes along with it. From 
rods and reels to just about everything fly tying under 
the sun, it will all be available.   
 

As well as all the new gear, information and         
education for anglers of all levels will be available as 
well.   
 

The proud owner and one of our own, Paul McCain, 
has been active in fly fishing for over 30 years.  Paul 
welcomes you to stop in to learn how to tie a new fly, 
get details on local waters, and learn some tips and 
techniques.   
 

More than just a fly shop, River Bay Outfitters will 
be a place to talk about fresh and salt water fishing.  
For store hours, please call (516) 415-7748. 
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LongIslandFlyFishing.com 
Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and  Bluefin Tuna 

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun included 

CS ICAGAIN  CHARTERS   

 LIG HT  TACK LE  AND FLY  F I SH ING  O N THE  NORTH  SHO RE ,  MONTAUK  A ND O RIENT  

Custom Scout 235 
Huntington, CSH and Northport 

Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’         
Montauk and Orient  Full Day 

Phone: (516)383-0508 

E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com 

Captain Robin Calitri 
 
 

Email the editor to be included in future        
listings at:  

LITU Editor@aol.com 
 

FOR SALE: 
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand 
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used 
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used 
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.               
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00. 
 

Leonard Bamboo Fly Rod. Model 48. 7’, 3 piece with 
2 tips. Excellent to pristine original condition.     
Original bag and tube. For the collector or discerning 
angler. 
$2200.00. 
 
Northwoods Bamboo Fly Rod. Brand new. 7’ 2 piece 
with 2 tips. Bag and tube. Great first time bamboo. 
$575.00 

If interested contact Jay Mooney at                            
AdirondackJ@aol.com .  
 

FOR SALE: “The Fly Factory” fly tying board by  
Oasis, new $119, asking $99.   

14’ Heritage Marquesa Kayak with captain seat,    
paddle with leash, 2 recessed rod holders, 1 ramball 
mount with rod holder asking $800.                                            
Contact: Pete at Yuskevich53@msn.com 

FOR SALE:  Fly Rod - Echo “Shadow” PE  
                       10’, 3 WT Czech Nymphing Model 
                       Asking $135.00 
If interested contact John Fischer at 516-425-4198. 
 
FOR SALE: 7 1/2 ‘ fiberglass fly rod by Harnell. 6/7 
Wt., 2 pc. Circa 1950’s. Good condition. Original 
owner. Contact Bill O’Brien. 
631-261-3021 
 
 

 

 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 
 
 
 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 

 

4 www.LongIslandTU.org   



5 

The Long Island Fly Rodders  
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 

 Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 
55 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY 

 
www.liflyrodders.org 
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By the time you receive this, the TU Dinner Dance and 
Auction will be just about upon us..  
 

The date Friday March 7, 2014.  The festivities will begin 
at 7:00 and last until 11:00. The venue will once again be 
the Milleridge Cottage in Jericho, and the cost this year 
will be $80.00 per person for a great evening of food,   
dancing, and fun!! 
 

This year we will be honoring Barry Lamb as our Long 
Island Conservationist of the Year. Barry is the president of 
Friends of the Bay up in Oyster Bay and has been for about 
five years. Besides being president of FOB, Barry has been        
intimately involved in many conservation issues pertaining 
to the North Shore for a number of years. 
 

Cocktails will be served at the open bar beginning at 7:00 
p.m., with Hors d’oeuveres being served waiter style.     
Dinner, dancing and silent auction will begin at 8:00. Bar 
will remain open until 10:00 p.m. Just ask anyone who was 
there last year just how good and plentiful the food was! 
If you missed last years event, be sure not to miss this one 
as it promises to be even better and more action packed. 
 

Once again, this is our major fundraiser of the year and the     
proceeds are needed to keep our chapter running and our 
work progressing.  
 

If you are interested in supporting our great cause and    
enjoying outstanding food, drinks, and awesome friends 
and prizes, come down and join us. If you would like to 
attend, please see any board or committee member – we 
would love to see you there! 
 

This is a great opportunity for you to come out and 
win some awesome prizes, and have a great time with some 
old friends while making new ones!. Don’t forget to buy a 
balloon from the balloon game. While your at it, enter into 
the 50 / 50 - which had a whopping$1400.00 in it last year! 
And, of course, one of our highlights, the dart game will 
once again be back this year.  
 

If you have any questions, concerns, or would just like to 
help out, please contact any of the committee members 
listed below. 
 
Thanks for your support and we’ll see you there! 
 

Committee members: 
 
 

Jay Mooney, Pete Harris, Joe Odierna, Tom Lo Proto, Mike 
Russell, Ron Krisch, John Fischer and Ed Ciano. 
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Our good friends up at Camp Site Sport Shop in         
Huntington, are once again be holding their annual “Cabin 
Fever” series of informational seminars. There have been 
a few changes in the scheduling so please read on for the 
appropriate information. 
 
The next speaker in the series will Be Bill Wetzel. Bill is a 
New York State licensed guide and host of                    
surfratsball.com. He has over thirty five years of           
experience with more then fifteen of them guiding in the 
surf. 
 
You may find Bill hunting stripers in the back bays of 
Long Island’s North Shore, or on the sandy beaches of the 
South. But, his true passion is prowling the rocks of    
Montauk searching for BIG fish. 
 
Bill has been on the lecture circuit for many years and has 
written articles for a number of fishing publications. He is 
often referred to as being the hardest working guide in the    
business. 
 
 

The date is Saturday March 8th at 11O’Clock. Stop in and 
ask for Carmine.       
 
Complimentary light refreshments will be served.   
 
Admission is free. 

 
 

 

At our January and February meetings we felt the generous 
support from our members when we collected yet another 
round of donations for the Flat Screen HD TV direct      
appeal. To all those who donated, and some donated twice, 
a hearty THANK YOU!  It is this kind of support that 
makes our chapter a leader in Cold Water Conservation. 
 
The date for our upcoming Dinner/Dance Fundraiser is 
March 7, 2014, which will be held at the Cottage at the 
Millerage Inn. I hope everyone has received an invitation 
by the time you have read this and that you have made 
plans to attend. It will be a fun evening and a way to meet 
old and make new friends, while helping Trout Unlimited 
raise some money for our conservation efforts.                                                              
 
If you can’t attend then you can still mail a check to: 
 
Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
C/O  Dubno 
47 Greystone Rd. 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570                                             
 
Your gift doesn’t have to be a huge contribution, just what 
you think is right.  I hope to see all of you at our Dinner/
Dance on March 7. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Peter Dubno 
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L.I.T.U. Monthly Meetings 
Held On the 3rd 

Tuesday of every month 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 

 

www.LongIslandTU.org   
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Snow Snow Snow – Some things to think about! 
 

Opportunistic Feeders - When there are several        
different flies hatching or riding in the currents, keep in 
mind that trout often prefer to feed on a fly, or stage of a 
fly, that is the most numerous and/or the least likely to 
escape. Therefore, trout have a tendency to feed on 
emerging insects or crippled insects rather than a fully 
emerged dun or adult that can fly away at any moment. 
Also, if fish are ignoring your dry flies but continue to 
rise, check the water carefully for spinners or small  ter-
restrials, such as ants, that may be riding flush in the  
surface film.   
 

Soft-Hackled, Sub-Surface Flies in Slow Water – 
When fishing sinking flies in slow pools or slow  moving 
waters adjacent to faster flows, you will find it beneficial 
to tie on a pattern with a soft-hackled collar. It is impor-
tant that the soft-hackle feather be very limp and subject 
to movement in the gentle currents. Fish seem to key in 
on movements that suggest life. After trying to fish such 
an area with a dead drift, try several casts during which 
the fly is gently twitched on occasion. This slight   
movement may trigger a strike.  
 

Use Streamers in High and Dirty Streams - When 
streams are high and dirty, such as after a heavy rain, it 
is difficult for trout to feed on small insects as they have 
difficulty seeing insects in the drift. One effective tactic 
is the use of streamers. Cast the streamer to locations 
where trout hold under these conditions. In addition to 
holding along the bottom in deep pools, trout move to 
areas where the heavy current is broken by cover or 
structure and wait to ambush food items, particularly 
minnows. These include quiet areas along a bank, behind 
fallen trees or rock outcroppings, just downstream of 
islands, and downstream of points. Present your streamer 
broadside to the current so that it acts like a crippled or 
disoriented baitfish. 
 

Remove Human Odors from Nymphs - A article    
written by Dave Whitlock mentions a great tip on how to 
remove human odors from nymphs. It  suggests that the 
nymph be rubbed on the underside of any rock found in 
the stream you are fishing.  
 

Easier Releasing of Fish - An old magazine carried a 
good tip on an easy method of unhooking fish that are to 
be released. The trick is to hold the fish upside down 
while you are removing the hook. Fish held in this     
position tend to stay still and therefore do not have to be 
squeezed. The use of barb less hooks or hooks with 
crushed-down barbs also makes unhooking fish much 
easier. 

                                            
 

 

Costco Ordered to Pay Fine for Sale of 
Illegal Pesticides 

 
When there are several  The Costco Wholesale Corporation 
agreed to a civil penalty after a NYSDEC investigation    
revealed the company sold pesticides that are banned on 
Long Island, DEC Commissioner Joe Martens announced. 
DEC also ordered the company to remove the pesticides 
from all its stores throughout the region and to issue a recall 
notice to its members. 
 
“Long Islands sole aquifer is especially vulnerable to      
contamination, and DEC takes its responsibility to enforce 
environmental laws very seriously Commissioner martens 
said. “DEC followed up on a tip and found Costco violated a 
ban on certain pesticides. DEC is vigilant in pursuing of-
fenders that ignore these vital safeguards for Long Island’s 
drinking water.  
 
In march 2013, DEC received a tip from a concerned      
resident that the Holbrook Costco store sold Bayer           
Advanced Lawn Complete Insect Killer despite a label on 
the product stating “Not for sale, sale into, distribution, and/
or use in Nassau, Suffolk, Kings, and Queens Counties of 
New York”. The individual spoke to the manager at Costco 
whom promptly removed the pesticides from the sales floor.      
Additionally the shopper e mailed a summary of the       
complaint to DEC. 
 
In response, DEC conducted inspections of several Long 
Island Costco locations to insure the product was pulled 
from the shelves. The inspections did confirm so.  
 
DEC concluded that 296 containers of the insecticide were 
sold between February 16 and March 20, 2013. 
 
Pesticides such as the one mentioned above are banned on 
Long Island, including Brooklyn and Queens to protect the 
underground aquifer that supplies the region’s drinking   
water. 
 
DEC’s investigation found that Costco violated the           
Environmental Conservation Law requirement to register 
any pesticide that is used, distributed, sold, or offered for 
sale within New York State. The company signed a Consent 
Order and paid a fine of $60,000. 
 
 
 

www.LongIslandTU.org   7 
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Trout Unlimited lauds House passage of Farm Bill 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Trout Unlimited congratulated the House today for voting to reauthorize the Farm Bill and helping 
to keep trout and salmon resource conservation efforts in place across the nation. The House voted 251-166, in a strongly 
bipartisan vote, to approve bill produced by a House-Senate conference committee last week. 

“We commend the House for its vote today, and we especially laud the remarkable work of the House-Senate Conference 
Committee which produced the new bill last week,” said Steve Moyer, TU’s vice president for Government Affairs. “The 
Conference Committee faced a number of major challenges with the bill.  But House Agriculture Committee Chair, Frank 
Lucas (R-OK), Senate Agriculture Committee Chair Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Ranking Members Representative Colin  
Peterson (D-MN) and Senator Thad Cochran (R-MI), and all of the Committee members, have done outstanding 
work.  The House approved bill is a masterpiece of effective compromise.” 

“Despite the challenges facing the Conference Committee and the House, members recognized the tremendous            
opportunities for producers and conservationists to solve watershed problems through partnerships and programs         
authorized by provisions of the Farm Bill,” said Russ Schnitzer, agriculture policy advisor for TU. “Across the nation, private 
landowners and conservation interests are investing time and funding on infrastructure projects that benefit farm and ranch 
operations while protecting and restoring fish and game habitat and sporting opportunity. Provisions of this bill will help TU 
more effectively partner with agricultural producers, and help us get more work done together,” said Schnitzer. 

What’s more, Schnitzer said, there’s strong support for Farm Bill reauthorization from anglers and hunters who understand 
that quality habitat on private lands offers excellent hunting and fishing, either through granted access or on nearby public 
lands and waters. 

The Conference Report includes several programs of great value to fish habitat, watershed conservation and hunting and 
fishing opportunity:  

• Establishes a new Regional Conservation Partnership program, which will harness the useful tools of several of the bill’s 

working lands and easement programs to benefit watershed and landscape-scale projects across the nation.  Such projects will save 
water, restore streamflows, improve water quality, and restore trout and salmon habitat.  Large-scale projects, such as the Great 
Lakes, Chesapeake Bay, the Driftless Area in the Midwest, and the Colorado River basin in the West are examples of areas that 
should benefit from this program. 

• Reauthorizes the vital EQIP program, and helps fish and wildlife habitat efforts by folding the Wildlife Habitat Incentives 

Program (WHIP) into EQIP. This will provide fish and wildlife habitat work with more stable funding and eliminate a key    
funding limitation that hindered use of WHIP funds in the 2008 Farm Bill. EQIP funding is especially useful for helping farmers 
and ranchers manage the impacts of grazing by providing funding for fences to protect streams, and helping improve irrigation   
efficiency while saving water for fish. 

• Reauthorizes the voluntary access and habitat incentive program that will continue to allow states and Tribes to receive grants 

to encourage farmers and ranchers to make their lands available to hunting and angling. 
 
 

(Continued next page). 
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(Continued from page 8) 
 
• Reauthorizes the stewardship contracting program, which allows the Forest Service to save funds accrued from  forest           

management activities and reinvest those funds in watershed restoration projects, such as culvert replacement projects to increase 
fish passage in streams and rivers. 

• Authorizes a Sodsaver program to curtail use of Farm Bill dollars for breaking out new farm land in highly erodible parts of   

watersheds.  The six states covered in the bill’s Sodsaver provision represent a significant first step of progress on this issue. We 
also support re-linking conservation compliance to crop insurance premium assistance.  Recoupling will ensure that decades of    
conservation gains are not lost. 

Over the past decade, aided by our hard-working volunteer members, TU has worked throughout the country with ranchers 
and farmers in rural communities to develop projects that upgrade irrigation systems and restore habitat on ranch and farm 
lands. These partnerships yield results that improve ranch and farm operations, restore watersheds, and improve fishing 
opportunities.  

The demand for this work is great. Drought conditions threaten a wide swath of producers for whom water supplies are 
already under intense pressure. Aging irrigation infrastructure has reached epidemic levels throughout the West, and the 
cost of retrofitting this infrastructure often exceeds the capacity of individual operators or even organized irrigation districts. 
In the Midwest and East, farmers are grappling with ways to keep sediment and nutrients out of streams in order to im-
prove water quality and fisheries in downstream bays, lakes and rivers.  

 “The House-passed Farm Bill is a worthy measure to address the many conservation challenges farmers and ranchers 
face each day.  We urge the Senate to quickly follow the House’s leadership today, pass this bill, and send it to President 

Obama for his signature,” said Moyer. 
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With the winter snows outside I have been working over my fishing      
library, re-reading some of the books and especially enjoying those that 
speak to the heritage of fly fishing in the Catskills.  Reading about Norris, 
Leonard, Gordon, Steenrod, Christian, Hewitt, LaBranche, followed by the 
Darbee’s, Dette’s, and Sparse Grey Hackle. Then there were the clubs and 
retreats like Antrium Lodge, the Brooklyn Fly Fishers . 
 
There was a book written by Jack Finney in the 70’s titled Time and Again 
which concerned itself with time travel; the ability to go back to a past era, 
even a specific day.  As I read and daydream, and stare out the window, I 
feel closer to the streams, and those that came before us.  I want to contact 
Finney and see if he can send me back to meet up with those guys, to see 
the streams back when - before the dams and reservoirs;  back when a cou-
ple of grand could buy you a few hundred acres and a mile of stream – all 
for yourself. One great book on all this is Austin M. Francis’ Land of Little 

Rivers or its forbearer, Catskill Rivers. 
 
Then I wandered over to Michigan with Robert Traver’s Trout Magic and Trout Madness.  Then to Maine 
with Bob Romano’s West of Rangely and back to the Catskills with a couple that are not on the charts - Jim 
Rudaitis’ Casts in the Wind and Randy Kadish’s The Fly Caster Who Tried to Make Peace with the World 
(Thanks Jay). 
 
I know I should be cleaning my tackle and inventorying my flies, getting 
busy at the tying bench but I am so enjoying these day dreams…and these 
books. 
 
Fly fishing brings with it so much more than catching a fish. It welcomes 
you into a fraternity of brothers (and sisters) both present and past. You 
get to claim a heritage that you are bringing forward.  As I read some of 
the newer books like Dana Lamb’s beautiful prose which covers upland 
hunting as well as salmon and trout, I realize that just like Gordon and 
LaBranche, our contemporaries like Swisher & Richards, Kreh and Karas, 
Caucci & Nastasi, Gierach and Lyons have brought our sport forward and 
indeed, each of us has, in our own way, as well. Just being members of LI 
or Art Flick TU, The LI Fly Rodders, the Catskill Fly Fishing Center and 
Museum, makes you a part of this heritage. 
 
So along with fiddling with your tackle and perfecting your ties, dig into 
your library, be it big or small, and enjoy some time travel this winter.  If you are looking to start a           
collection there are plenty of places to look – try Peter Gambitski’s www.firesideanglers.com, Dave Foley’s 
www.davefoleybooks.com or email the Catskill Fly Fishing Center and ask for their March Book Sale List 
– flyfish@catskill.net. 

 

By Tom McCoy 
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Since they arrived in the Great Lakes in the 1980s, two species 
of mussels the size of pistachios have spread to hundreds of 
lakes and rivers in 34 states and have done vast economic and 
ecological damage. 
 
These silent invaders, the guagga and zebra mussels, have      
disrupted ecosystems by devouring phytoplankton, the        
foundation of the aquatic food web, and have clogged the water 
intakes and pipes of cities and towns, power plants, factories 
and even irrigated golf courses. 
 
Now the mussels may have met their match: Daniel P. Molloy, 
an emeritus biologist at the New York State Museum in Albany 
and a self-described “Bronx boy who became fascinated by 
things living in water.”  
 
Inspired by Rachel Carson’s “Silent Spring” in high school, Dr. Molloy, now 66, has long been a pioneer in the     
development of environmentally safe control agents to replace broad-spectrum chemical pesticides.  
 
Leading a team at the museum’s Cambridge Field Research Laboratory in upstate New York, he discovered a        
bacterium, Pseudomonas flourescens starin CL145A , that kills the mussels but appears to have little or no effect on 
other organisims.   

 
Zebra Mussels: Young and Invasive 
 
In contrast to adults whose shells are always firmly     
attached to substrates like rocks, the larval veliger stages 
of zebras mussels swim freely in water currents for     
several weeks. 
 
As a result, New York State has awarded a license to 
Marrone Bio Innovations, a company in Davis, Calif., to 
develop a commercial formulation of the bacterium. The 
product, Zequanox, has been undergoing tests for several 
years, with promising results. (Dr. Molloy has no        
financial ties to the company.) 
 

Zequanox killed more than 90 percent of the mussels in a test using tanks of water from Lake Carlos in Minnesota, 
said James A. Luoma, a research biologist with the United States Geological Survey in La Crosse, Wis. A control 
group of freshwater mussels, unionids from the Black River in Wisconsin, were unharmed.  
 
In 2011, the federal Environmental Protection Agency reported that P. fluorescens CL145A presented “little risk to 
nontarget organisms.” The agency is now evaluating proposed open-water uses for Zequanox. 
 

Natives of Eastern Europe in the genus Dreissena, zebra and quagga mussels began moving up the Volga River     
toward Western Europe 200 years ago. Highly prolific, they attach themselves to boats or any hard surface with their 
byssus, or beard. They can live out of water for two weeks, and their larvae, known as veligers, use currents to      
colonize new waters. As many as 700,000 mussels can pile up in a square yard.  
 

(Continued on next page) 11

 

By Robert H. Boyle 

Daniel P. Molloy, a biologist, examining rocks at Sleepy   
Hollow Lake in Athens, N.Y., for zebra mussels.  
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Both species are thought to have arrived in North America in the ballast of trans-Atlantic cargo ships. By 1991 they 
appeared in the Hudson River, and within a year there were 500 billion between Troy and West Point, said David L. 
Straver, an ecologist with the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies in Millbrook, N.Y.  
 
The tiny mussels became a dominant species in the Hudson. Not even counting their shells, their total weight         
exceeded that of all the fish, plankton and bacteria combined, Dr. Strayer said, adding that they filtered “a volume of 
water equal to that of all the water in the estuary every one to four days.” There were no natural enemies to keep them 
in check. 
 
None, that is, except scientists like Dr. Molloy. His fascination with water goes back to childhood summers on Lake 
Hopatcong, in New Jersey, where his father, an Irish-born lieutenant in the New York Fire Department, had built a 
cottage.  
 
In 1956, when Dan was 8, his father and five other     
firefighters were killed when a wall collapsed  in a    
storefront blaze — still the department’s worst disaster in 
the Bronx. Their children were given scholarships to 
Fordham University; the young Mr. Molloy got his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in biology at Fordham, 
and in 1972 entered the doctoral program at the State 
University College of Environmental Science and       
Forestry at Syracuse.  
 
There he began working with State Museum scientists on 
one of their most vexing research challenges: finding an 
environmentally safe way to control a plague of black 
flies in the Adirondacks, where swarms and slashing 
bites were making life and tourism unbearable in the 
spring and early summer.  
 
He began by converting a ramshackle fish hatchery in Cambridge, about 40 miles north of Albany, into what is now 
an internationally recognized field laboratory.  
 
“I was in biocontrol doctoral research heaven,” he said, “getting $25 a day to pursue the kind of problem I wanted to 
solve.”  
 
A cluster of invasive zebra mussels attached to a native freshwater mussel from Lake Carlos in Minnesota. Such     
infestations lead to the larger mussel’s death. Credit D. P. Molloy/University at Albany  
 
Dr. Molloy concentrated on finding agents that could kill the black fly larvae in streams before the adults emerged. 
He had no luck with natural parasites, but then he heard that a bacterial subspecies called Bacillus thuringiensis      
israelensis, or Bti, discovered in a stagnant pond in the Negev desert in Israel, appeared to kill the larvae of black flies 
as well as those of mosquitoes.  
 
Three years of intensive lab and field trials by Dr. Molloy, part of an international scientific effort, demonstrated  
Bti’s effectiveness and environmental safety. It is now widely used in place of chemical pesticides throughout North 
America.  
 
In 1990, when Dr. Molloy learned that invasive mussels had infested New York power plants, he began looking for a 
bacterium that could do to them what Bti did to black flies.  
 
 
(Continued next page) 
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(Continued from page 11) 

A cluster of Zebra Mussels on a clam. 
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(Continued from page 12) 
 
The odds were against him, he recalls. There were thousands of 
potential candidates, and a single species of bacterium can have 
multiple strains that produce widely different effects. Nor was 
there any guarantee that any of them could control mussels. 
 
The project took Dr. Molloy and his team, in particular his       
colleague Denise A. Mayer, 20 years of work in New York and 
Europe. His lab received more than $4 million in grants from the 
state, the National Science Foundation, the environmental        
program New York State Sea Grant , electrical power utilities and 
other sources. (He was awarded $8,626 for travel and reasearch by 
the Hudson River Foundation for Science and Environmental   
Research  in 1994, when this reporter was on its board.)  
 
In 1995, after four years of testing more than 700 bacterial strains, 
excited staff members called Dr. Molloy into the lab. “Strain CL145A,” a bacterium he had collected in river mud, 
was killing zebra mussels. It turned out to be a strain of P. fluorescens. 
 
“A toxin in the strain’s dead cells destroys the digestive system in a mussel,” he explained later. “Dead cells are 
equally lethal as live cells, providing clear evidence that the mussels die from an intoxicating natural product, not 
from infection.”  

 
By contrast with caustic chemicals like chlorine, which cause 
the mussels to quickly shut their valves, the bacterium seems to 
travel normally through their inhalant siphons and into their di-
gestive tracts. “Although ingestion of CL145A cells is clearly 
suicidal behavior for the mussels,” Dr. Molloy said, “they     
appear to have no adverse reaction” when they first feed on the 
cells. 
 
Compared with chemical agents, he continued, “the                
effectiveness and environmental safety of this bacterial strain 
have proved extraordinary.”  
 
Recently retired from the State Museum, Dr. Molloy is now a 
research biologist at the University at Albany, where he is as-

sembling an international team of scientists to take on a new challenge: Haplosporidia, spore-forming parasites that 
have plagued bivalves worldwide.  
 
There are more than 40 species, including the notorious 
Haplosporidium nelsoni MSX, which has devastated oyster 
populations in the Chesapeake Bay and along the Atlantic 
Coast. No one has been able to figure out how the spores 
spread infection from one host to another. 
 
Dr. Molloy’s team has discovered a freshwater version of 
the parasites, H. raabei that infects zebra mussels, and will 
try to understand its life cycle.  
 
It is another daunting scientific challenge. But failure, Dr. 
Molloy said, “is not an option.” 
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A cluster of Zebra Mussels 

A single Zebra Mussel 

Zebra Mussels can be transported in a number of ways. 
Clinging to a boats drive unit is just one. 
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 Only  $10/

Box 

You Can Win: 
•Orvis Hydros Fly Line 
•Orvis Sling Pack 
•Orvis BBS Fly Reel 
•Orvis Access Fly Rod 

Stop over and buy a box to the  
“Super Squares” game at our February meeting. 

 

For only $10.00 per box, you get a great chance of 
winning one of the GREAT prizes listed.  

 

Please, step up and help support YOUR chapter 
and take a chance to win one or more of these 

great prizes!  

Take  A Chance! 

Trout Season is coming and this is all you need to get started 
 
Our very own Tom McCoy of LITU has announced the publication of his new book, How To Fly Fish For 
Trout, for those interested in trying the sport. “Many of the existing books for beginners offer too much          
information.” said Tom “This is all you need to get started.”  It is written as a neighbor trying to help a friend to 
get started in a few short lessons while entertaining the reader with perspective and philosophy. There are 8 short 
stories that bring to life his experiences and methods. The book is 158 pages (8.5x11) and includes photos that 
will make you want to get on a stream as soon as possible. It also has a buyer’s guide for the beginner with a 
sample fly selection and equipment list – everything you need to get going. 
 
“I wrote the book to help the new guy and gal, but also as a hopefully enjoyable read for anyone interested in 
fishing, the outdoors and conservation. It is presented in a peer to peer format and hopes to entertain as well as 
coach.” said Tom 
 

Women fish too. 
 
For years Tom donated copies of the early version of the book to new TU members as well as women recovering 
from breast cancer who participated in Casting For Recovery workshops. “Women are the fastest growing seg-
ment of new fisherpersons” said Tom “and the sport is a natural for them.” 
 
The book is available at River-Bay Outfitters in Oceanside, Campsite in Huntington, Cow Harbor B&T in  
Northport and Terminal Tackle in Kings Park as well as on both Amazon.com and Kindle.com. Pick up a copy 
and Tom will be glad to sign it for you at the February Meeting. 
 
A direct link to the listing is: http://www.amazon.com/dp/1494404230   

HURRY  
before  they’re all gone! 
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Sponsored By  
Orvis of Westbury 
516-484-1860 
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The Chapter has planned it’s 17th Annual Spring Outing to the Catskills, for the weekend of June 6th 
through June 8th, 2014.  

 
Once again we will be staying at the Riverside Lodge & Cafe in Horton, New York, on the banks of the 
beautiful Beaverkill River. This location provides us with several  angling opportunities on some of the 

most picturesque streams in the Catskills...truly “Blue Ribbon” water.    
 

In addition to the Beaverkill, Willowemoc Creek, both the East and West Branches of the         Delaware 
River, as well as many other small creeks and streams are within a short driving        distance. There should 

be plenty of excellent fishing possibilities for all.  
 

The cost of this year’s trip is $174.00 per person, based on double occupancy and includes all taxes and gra-
tuities. 

 
Just like last year, it will include lodging Friday & Saturday Night, Breakfast Saturday & Sunday Morning, 

a Bar-B-Que Friday Evening and Dinner Saturday Night. 
 

Deposits will be accepted beginning at the April 15th Chapter Meeting.  
 

See Jeff Plackis for more information. 
 

Space is limited, so reserve your spot early! A nonrefundable 
deposit of $92.00* is due by May 20th, 2014. 

 
*Deposit includes a $5.00 donation to the Long Island TU Conservation Fund. 

 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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Ice Fishing can be a very fun outdoor activity, especially when done safely. Simple things can be done to 
have a fun, safe outing. For example, if there is snow on the ice, look for fresh footprints from others. This 
is an easy indicator that the ice is usually safe for walking.  
 

Some cold facts about ice: 
 

New ice is usually stronger then old ice. Four inches of clear, newly formed ice may support one person 
on foot, while a foot or more of old, partially thawed ice may not. 
 

Ice seldom freezes uniformly. It may be a foot thick in one location, but only an inch or two just a few feet 
away.  
 

Ice formed over flowing water and currents is often dangerous. This is especially true near streams, 
bridges, and culverts. Also, the ice in the outside of river bends is usually weaker due to the undermining 
effects of the faster current. 
 

The insulating effect of snow slows down the freezing process. The extra weight also reduces how much 
weight the ice sheet can support. The ice near the shore can also be weaker then the ice that is further out. 
 

“Booming” and cracking ice isn’t necessarily dangerous. It only means the the ice is expanding and  
contracting as the temperature changes. 
 

Schools of fish or flocks of waterfowl can also adversely affect the relative safety of ice. The movement 
of fish can bring warm water up from  the bottom of the lake. In the past, this has opened holes in the ice 
causing snowmobiles and cars to break through. 
 
General Guidelines For New, Clear Ice Only 

2” or less, STAY OFF ! 
 
4” Ice fishing or other activities on foot. 
 
5” Snowmobile or ATV. 
 
8” - 12” Car or small pick up. 
 
12” - 15 ‘ Medium pick up truck. 
 
Note: These guidelines are for new, solid, 
clear ice only. Many factors other than    
thickness can cause ice to be unsafe. 
 

White ice or "snow ice" is only about half as strong as new clear ice. Double the above thickness guidelines 
when traveling on white ice.  
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This page provides information on sporting license changes taking effect on February 1, 2014. Changes  
include reduced fees, reduced number of licenses, changes to valid license dates and more. If you have 

questions, please contact New York State D.E.C at  fwinfo@gw.dec.state.ny.us  
 

Fishing License 
Comparison of Current Fishing License Information and Changes Starting February 1  

 

Annual License 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 Day License 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marine Registry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Current 
Purchases Through January 31 

Change 
Purchases Beginning February 1 

Valid October 1 – September 30 Valid one full year (365 days) from 
date of purchase 

$29.00 (Resident) $25 (resident, ages 16-69*) 

$70.00 (Non-resident) $50 (nonresident) 

Current 
Purchases Through January 31 

Change 
Purchases Beginning February 1 

$15.00 (Resident) $13 (resident, ages 16-69*) 

$35.00 (Non-resident) $31 (nonresident) 

Current 
Purchases Through January 31 

Change 
Purchases Beginning February 1 

Valid January 1 - December 31 Valid one full year (365 days) from 
date of registration  

No Fee (resident and Non-resident) Remains as no fee 
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Make Yours a NYS Adventure License 
 

The Department of Motor Vehicles has teamed with DEC and NYS Parks to offer a new, convenient service for    
purchasers of DEC-issued Lifetime Sporting Licenses and Parks-issued Lifetime Empire Passport and Boater Safety 
Certificates. Your NYS DMV-issued photo document can now show evidence that you possess a new NYS            
Adventure License.  

How do I take advantage of this easy new service? 
 

New lifetime sporting license purchasers can opt to have icons added to their NYS Driver license when you purchase 
your lifetime sporting license. You may choose to get your new DMV ID immediately, for a fee of $12.50, or wait for 
your next license renewal at no charge  

 

If you already have a lifetime sporting license, you may login into the Online Sporting License Sales System, as of 
Feb 1, and request a new driver license or non-driver ID with your lifetime sporting credentials.  

 

Why not extend your NYS Adventure.- consider buying a Lifetime Empire State Passport that lets you visit more than 
170   beautiful NYS parks for the rest of your life. See the NYS Parks website for more details about this and boating 

safety certificates  
 

Available Lifetime Sporting Licenses 
 

The following licenses are available to New York State residents only. 
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License Name   Resident Fee Privileges 
 Sportsman  (Age 12-69) $765  Combined privileges of small game, 

big game, and fishing (freshwater) 
licenses and a turkey permit. This 
DOES NOT include hunting big game 
(i.e., deer or bear) with a bow or muz-
zleloader during the bow or             
muzzle loading seasons 

 Small and Big Game  (All ages) $535  Hunt smal game species with gun or 
bow during appropriate seasons; 
Hunt big game (deer and bear) with a 
firearm (gun or muzzleloader) or bow 
during the regular firearms season 
or hunt with shotgun or muzzleloader 
during special January deer season on 
Long Island 

 Bow hunting  (All ages) $235  Hunt deer and bear with bow only 
during bow hunting season 

 Trapping (All ages) $395  Set traps for species during their ap-
propriate season 

 Muzzle loading (All ages) $235  Hunt deer and bear with a muzzle 
loading firearm during muzzle loading 
season 

 Fishing (Freshwater)  (Age 0-69) $460  Catch freshwater fish species during 
appropriate seasons 


