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T.U.
PHILOSOPHY

We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

Trout Unlimited National
By the time you will be reading this article two things could
be happening. Either our Dinner Dance Fundraiser and
Auction scheduled for Friday, March 8 will be history and the
planning for next year’s event will be beginning, or if you’re reading this before March 8 then there
still might be time to let us know that you want to attend. You do not want to miss this event.
Putting on this event is always a daunting task. I’m proud to say that this task was faced head on by
the LITU Dinner Dance Fundraiser and Auction committee and the LITU Board of Directors with
drive, dedication, determination and tenacity.
Many thanks go out to our February speaker celebrity fly tier, Bruce Corwin. Bruce once again
demonstrated his easy going and relaxed method of fly tying using interesting and different
materials.
Our “busy season” now begins. The speaker at our March 19 Chapter meeting will be Bryan
Moore, VP of Volunteer Operations at TU National. Bryan has spoken at several of our past
Chapter meetings and is always engaging and straight to the point. Come prepared with questions
for Bryan. Let’s have a big turnout at this meeting.
We’ve already started our sign up for our May 17-19 outing to the Beaverkill which is filling up
fast. Contact Bob Lutz if interested. Jeff Plackis will soon begin taking deposits for our June 7-9
outing also to the Beaverkill. Believe me, there is no better way to learn the “secret spots “and to
get to know each other than by being part of one of these outings. Be warned, this is where I
approach people to serve on our Board of Directors.
Long Island Trout Unlimited’s famous Fly Fishing/Casting Clinics will be held this year on Saturday, March 16 at Caleb Smith State Park and on Saturday, March 23 at Connetquot State Park and
Preserve. Please come down and help out. This is where we get most of our new member from so
l’d really like a large and enthusiastic turnout of volunteers.
There will be many other events and programs over the next few months such as data logger deployments, stream clean ups, Trout In the Classroom releases, Adopt-A-Trout work and various
stream restoration projects. To do this work and continue to carry out our mission we need
VOLUNTEERS. There is no reason why an LITU member cannot volunteer for at least one event
or project a year. I believe that it goes hand in hand that when you commit to becoming a member
of LITU you should be volunteering some of your time to help bring these events, projects, and
programs to fruition.
This annoying winter season will soon be heading into spring with the opening of trout season. So
start brushing up on your casting and checking out your equipment so you will be ready to hit the
water. Who knows, maybe opening day’s weather will be beautiful. Stranger things have happened.
Congratulations to LITU member Tom Cooleen for being elected the new President of Long Island
Flyrodders, and to outgoing President Sue Solomon for a job extremely well done. We will continue to work closely with LIFR.
Please do your utmost to preserve, protect, and conserve our cold water fisheries.
Respectfully,
Peter Harris
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March 2013
March 6 - Board
Meeting
March 8 - Annual
Dinner Dance
March 16—Fly Fishing
Clinic @ Caleb Smith
March. 19 -Chapter
Meeting
March 20 - Deadline
for Paumonok

April 2013
April 3 - Board
Meeting
April 13 - Junior Angler
Fly Fishing Clinic Caleb
Smith State Park
April 20 - Deadline for
Paumonok

March 23 - Fly Fishing
Clinic Connetquot Park
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Wantagh State

Northern State Pkwy

May 2013
May 8 - Board Meeting

June 2013
June 7 - 9 June Outing

May 17 -19 May Outing

June 18—Chapter
Meeting / Elections

May 20 - Deadline for
Paumonok
May 21 - Chapter
Meeting

Southern State Pkwy

All articles remain the property of the writer and
may not be reprinted without prior permission.
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Mission accomplished! (I think!?)
As I sit here and write this, the Dinner Dance is just
days away. The journal is at the printers, all the plans
are laid, and all the committee members have their
jobs. Now, it’s just sit back, and let all the planning
take it’s course and come to fruition. And oh
yeah....worry.
As I’ve come to find out, concerns and worries are
just part of being committee chair. From big worries
to the little concerns, it’s all going to happen. But,
with the outstanding Dinner Dance Committee we
have this year, the concerns are much less of a
burden.
But, with that being said, we as a committee do have
a major concern and that is the availability of man, or
woman, power the night of the event. To make the
Dinner Dance as successful as possible, it takes
quite a bit of help that night. And this is where we
are lacking slightly.
What would be wonderful is if you can volunteer for
a short period of time—even just 15 minutes! That
15 minutes will allow one of the committee members
to take a break from running a game, or handling
some other chore, and maybe get something as
simple as a drink or a quick bite to eat.
Please, step up and help out if you can.
In closing I would like to sincerely thank all the
members of the Dinner Dance Committee for doing
their jobs and helping to pull this all together.
Without them, it could not be done.
Those members are: Mike Russell, Joe Odierna, Pete
Harris, Tom LoProto, Ed Ciano, Pete Dubno, Ron
Krisch, Jim Minogue, and Marc Gilman.
I would also like to thank all those who donated a
prize, cash, gift card, or what have you, and helped to
make the Dinner Dance the success that I know it
will be.
Until next month!
Jay Mooney
Editor –In-Chief

Future Guest Speakers and Happenings
March 8 - Annual DINNER DANCE FUND
RAISER
March 19 - Bryan Moore TU National
March 16 - Fly Fishing Clinic @ Caleb Smith
March 23 - Fly Fishing Clinic Connetquot Park

Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) (http://www.ptny.org/)
along with the NYS Parks Department will be organizing
the second annual "I Love My Park Day on Saturday, May
4, 2013".
PTNY is working with OPRHP on an exciting statewide
event to bring visibility to the needs of the entire state
park system, as well as attract new volunteers to Friends
groups. The first-ever I Love My Park Day was a huge
success -- 40 state parks participated in celebrating and
improving park lands, beaches and historic sites. Over
2,000 volunteers planted trees and gardens, restored
trails and wildlife habitats, and carried out siteimprovement projects. Building on last year's successful
momentum, we are looking to double the number of
participating parks and historic sites in 2013-and we're
well on the way!
PTNY organizes the event at the statewide level and
provides support for the Friends groups and site
managers as they organize the local events. We provide
an organizer's manual, a website, promotional
items, sample materials, and more to participating
organizations. There is regular contact with Friends
groups throughout the planning process.
I encourage interested folks to talk with their local park
manager and work together to develop a plan for the
day.
Contacts at PTNY are Jackie at 518-434-1583 ext. 207
and Laura DiBetta at ext. 210.
33

Swap/Sell Bulleting board.
Email the editor to be included in future listings
at:
LITU Editor@aol.com
FOR SALE:
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00.
Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00.
Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00.
If interested contact Jay Mooney at
AdirondackJ@aol.com .
FOR SALE: Orvis Silver Label 8' 4wt 4-piece fly rod.
Full flex (4.5). Cigar grip with up locking black
anodized aluminum reel seat and wood reel insert.
Includes rod sock and cordura covered rod tube. The
quintessential small stream fly rod. Smooth,
responsive and precise, with a forgiving sweet spot.
This rod loads effortlessly and will have you hitting
your mark at every distance, far away or close in. Like
new! Asking $220.00. If interested, contact Jeff
Plackis at LITroutBum@yahoo.com
FOR SALE: Cabela’s Cahill fly Reel. for line weights
4 / 5 / 6. Already loaded with backing and what looks
to be 4 WT WF floating line.
A great introductory fly reel the Cahill is hard to pass
up for all its features. The off set gear to gear disc
drag easily tightens down to control almost any fish.
An exposed rim allows you to palm the spool.
Constructed of durable injection molded graphite for
durability and dependability. Easily converts from
right to left hand retrieve. Great for beginners or as a
back up reel without breaking the bank.
ALL proceeds of this sale go directly to LITU.
Asking $35.00 for reel, backing, and line.
If interested contact Jay Mooney at
AdirondackJ@aol.com.

C S I C AG A I N C H A RT E R S
LIGHT TACK LE AND FLY FISHING O N THE NORTH SHO RE , MONTAUK AND O RIENT

Custom Scout 235
Huntington, CSH and Northport
Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’
Montauk and Orient Full Day

Phone: (516)383-0508
E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com

Captain Robin Calitri
LongIslandFlyFishing.com

Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and Bluefin Tuna
d

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun include

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands
Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop
1877 New York Ave.
Huntington Station, NY 11746.
Tel 631-271-4969
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It’s here!!
Just days away!. Whatever you want to call it, this years Annual
Dinner Dance and Auction is literally just hours away.
Just in case you haven’t heard yet (or are still living under a
rock), this years date for the Long Island Trout Unlimited 2013
Dinner Dance is Friday March 8, 2013. The festivities will
begin at 7:00 and last until 11:00. The venue will once again be
the Milleridge Cottage in Jericho, and the cost will remain the
same at $75.00 per person for a great evening of food, dancing,
and fun!!
If you missed last years event, you absolutely cannot miss this
one as it promises to be even better and more action packed.
There will be yet more updated and interesting prizes, more food,
and more dancing!
Some of the prizes we already have are a 40” Flat Screen TV,
Golf Outing for Four, Basket of Lottery Scratch Offs,, Orvis Fly
Rods and Reels, Coach Bags, Winston Fly Rods, Upgrade Your
Home Bar Kit, Assorted Electronics, Beautiful Jewelry, Sports
Memorabilia, and the list goes on! What more can you ask for?
However, to make this years Dinner Dance even more
successful, we still need your help. This is our major fundraiser
of the year and the proceeds are needed to keep our chapter
running and our work progressing. As I’ve mentioned above, we
have some GREAT prizes but we definitely still need some help
at the event. Remember, the more people we get to help out even for just a few minutes - the better for everyone , especially
the chapter!
Plus, this year we are honoring as our Long Island
Conservationist of the Year, a very good friend to L.I.T.U., and
a past Chairman and currant Director of Friends of Connetquot,
Richard Remmer. I cannot be more proud to call Richard a friend
as he is a true conservationist in the essence of the word.
If you are interested in supporting a great cause (LITU), and
enjoying outstanding food, excellent drinks, and awesome
friends and prizes, please come down and join us. If you would
like to attend, please see any board or committee member – we
would love to have you there!
Don’t forget, cocktails and Hors D’oeuvres at 7:00. Dinner,
dancing and festivities begin at 8:00. Open bar ‘till 10:00.
Just ask anyone who was there last year just how good and
This is a great opportunity for you to come out and win some
awesome prizes, besides having a great time with some old
friends while making new ones!. Don’t forget to buy a balloon
from the balloon game. While your at it, enter into the 50 / 50 which had a whopping$1400.00 in it last year - spin the Wheel of
Fortune, Buy a Super Square, or shoot Darts for more great
prizes! Whichever you choose, just come on down and play!
Committee members:
Jay Mooney, Pete Harris, Joe Odierna, Peter Dubno, Tom Lo
Proto, Mike Russell, Ron Krisch, Ed Ciano, and Jim Minogue.

The Long Island Fly Rodders
meet the first Tuesday of each month at
Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane
Levittown, NY
www.liflyrodders.org
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Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced NY Open for Fishing and Hunting, a plan to streamline hunting and fishing licenses
and reduce license fees to support tourism opportunities and benefit sportsmen and sportswomen throughout the state. The proposal
is part of the 30-day amendments to the 2013-14 Executive Budget and would reduce fees paid by hundreds of thousands of hunters,
anglers and trappers while maintaining support for the state’s fish and wildlife programs.
The proposal simplifies the current license structure to foster recruitment and retention of resident and non-resident hunters, anglers
and trappers. The State would greatly reduce the number of licenses offered and lower many fees for both resident and non-resident
holders under the proposal. The proposal also will make permanent a free marine fishing registration, which was scheduled to expire
at the end of 2013
“I know the recreational and economic value hunting and fishing bring to New York State,” Governor Cuomo said. “The sporting
community bolsters tourism across the state. According to a national survey, more than $8.1 billion of economic activity is created as
a result of sporting activity in New York. Under my proposal, it will be easier for more New Yorkers and visitors from across the
country to take advantage of New York’s rich sporting tradition.”
The current license process is confusing due to the number, type and potential combinations of hunting and fishing licenses. In
addition, fees are presently higher in New York than in many neighboring and comparable states. The proposal would:
•

Reduce by 11 the number of licenses available while maintaining all current hunting and fishing privileges / opportunities

•

Reduce the price of a hunting license by 24 percent from $29 to $22

•

Reduce the price of a fishing license by nearly 14 percent from $29 to $25

•

Make fishing licenses valid for one year from the date of purchase

•

Create a non-resident license structure which is the same as the resident license structure

•

Fold trapping privileges into the hunting license for no additional fee for certified trappers

•

Maintain Junior Trapper and Trapper Mentor opportunities

•

Reduce fees for non-resident hunting and fishing licenses to attract more out-of-state participants

•

Retain discounted licenses for youth, seniors, military disabled and Native Americans

Previously, a fishing license was only valid from the date of purchase through the end of the season, and anglers who bought a
license in mid season did not get a full year’s worth of use. Under the new plan, anglers will get a full year of fishing no matter when
they purchase the license. Also, the proposal consolidates both small-game and big-game license privileges into a single hunting
license. In addition, the proposal creates a non-resident license structure which affords the same license privileges as resident
licenses.
The proposal also makes the marine fishing registration permanent. It was scheduled to sunset on December 31, 2013, which would
have required anglers fishing in the marine district to purchase a license for $10. Under Governor Cuomo's bill, marine fishing will
continue to be free
New York State Department of Environment Conservation Commissioner Joe Martens said, “Hunters and anglers are the foundation
of the state’s conservation community, concerned about caring for the state’s habitats, forestland and waterways. Governor Cuomo’s
proposal will make it simpler for people to purchase licenses, help attract newcomers to hunt and fish in New York and ensure that
the programs that the hunting and fishing communities enjoy continue to be funded.”
Governor Cuomo’s proposal aims to improve New York’s position as a destination for both resident and out-of-state hunters.
According to a 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Related Recreation, over 90 million U.S. residents ages 16
years and older participated in some form of wildlife-related recreation in 2011. Wildlife recreationists spent about $145 billion on
their ventures.
Moreover, New York State remains near the top in hunter and angler licenses, an estimated 1.88 million anglers and 823,000 hunters,
indicating a mostly stable group of participants. The same study found in 2011 New York was second in the nation in total angler
spending on fishing-related items and sixth in non-resident angler spending. This spending generated an estimated $108 million in
state and local taxes.
Ron Urban, President of Catskill Mountains Chapter of Trout Unlimited, said, "The Governor's proposal is good for all anglers by
reducing fees and making licenses simpler. Moreover, it increases recreational experiences on New York's waters. We have great 6
natural resources in this state and this proposal will encourage people to get out and enjoy New York."
For complete information, please go to: http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/02202013-ny-open-for-fishing-and-hunting.
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Long Island Area Trout Fishing
Many Fly Fisherman residing on Long Island travel hundreds of
miles to catch trout. The Delaware River, Lake Erie and Lake
Ontario tributaries all offer great trout and steel head fishing. The
fish you catch on these rivers and tributaries will be large. For
those of you who do not have the time or the financial resources to
fish distant areas, don’t despair. There are many small creeks and
rivers in the Long Island area, which offer a great day of trout
fishing, even if the fish you catch are not as large as those on the
distant rivers.
On Long Island there is Connetquot, the Carmans and the Nissequogue Rivers all of which offer wonderful trout fishing. Each of
the streams is stocked with brown, brook and rainbow trout. If
you have the time to travel a little further, there are several great
trout streams in Westchester and Putnam Counties. In Westchester there is the East and West Branch of the Croton River, the
Amawalk River, the Titicus River and the Cross River. In Putnam
County there is the Muscoot River. Each of these rivers are fed
by smaller tributaries, which also hold trout. If you consider fishing the Westchester or Putnam streams, I recommend you search
the web for “Guide to Stream Trout Fishing on New York
Watershed Property in Westchester and Putnam Counties”.
The site offers directions and the dates the rivers are open for
fishing. The East Branch of the Croton is open year round. The
site will also recommend flies and information on how to get a
special NYC Watershed Fishing Permit, which you will need to
fish these streams. The permit is free and can be obtained on line
with a parking permit, which can be printed from your computer
immediately after applying.
Fly fishing these local creeks and streams are much different than
fly fishing the larger lakes and rivers. Because of the close
quarters offered by these smaller streams and rivers, I recommend
using a shorter rod. A 6½ to 7½ ft., 3 to 6wt. rods will be more
than sufficient for these streams. The smaller, lightweight rod
will also add to the excitement and thrill when you hook a trout.
You’ll increase your success if you use wet flies and streamers
when casting downstream and dry flies, drifting nymphs and terrestrials when casting upstream. Keep in mind that in many of the
smaller streams, the fish will be found along the banks of the
stream, under overhanging bushes and trees, in front of and behind rocks and logs. These areas have to be fished very carefully,
remember don’t scare the fish before you get a chance to cast to it.
Enter the water slowly and carefully and make sure there are no
fish along the bank where you are entering the river. When you
are fly fishing small creeks and streams that you aren’t familiar
with, use traditional smaller flies such as wooly buggers, hares
ears and wet flies with soft hackles. If a hatch is in progress, use a
dry fly that closely resembles the size and color of the hatch. You
do not have to use a fly, which is an exact match; anything close
in color and size will produce fish. Also remember that presentation of the fly is critical, there should be no drag, so mend the line
often. You will be amazed at the size of the trout that you find in
these small streams. Use dark colors when fishing on cloudy days
and light colors when fishing on bright sunny days.
Good luck and let us know how you do. Joe Pepe

DEC to hold meeting on Thursday, March 7 at 7 p.m.
at the DEC's Stony Brook Office to give a
presentation on Governor Cuomo's proposed
hunting and fishing licenses restructuring program.
The Governor's office recently announced “NY Open for Fishing
and Hunting”, a plan to streamline hunting and fishing licenses
and reduce license fees to support tourism opportunities while
benefiting sportsmen and sportswomen throughout the state. The
proposal is part of the 30-day amendments to the 2013-14
Executive Budget and would reduce fees paid by hundreds of
thousands of hunters, anglers and trappers while maintaining
support for the states fish and wildlife programs.
The proposal simplifies the current license structure to foster
recruitment and retention of resident and non-resident hunters,
anglers and trappers. The State would greatly reduce the number
of licenses offered and lower many fees for both resident and
non-resident holders under the proposal. The proposal also will
make permanent a free marine fishing registration, which was
scheduled to expire at the end of 2013.
The proposed legislation will:
· Reduce by 11 the number of licenses available while maintaining
all current hunting and fishing privileges and opportunities
· Reduce the price of a hunting license by 24 percent from $29 to
$22
· Reduce the price of a fishing license by nearly 14 percent from
$29 to $25
· Make fishing licenses valid for one year from the date of purchase
· Create a non-resident license structure which is the same as the
resident license structure
· Fold trapping privileges into the hunting license for no additional
fee for certified trappers
· Maintain Junior Trapper and Trapper Mentor opportunities
· Reduce fees for non-resident hunting and fishing licenses to attract more out-of-state participants
· Retain discounted licenses for youth, seniors, military disabled
and Native Americans.
This proposal must be approved by the state legislature. DEC
staff at the March 7 meeting will present a brief Powerpoint on
the Governor's proposed legislation.
Because the DEC's office at 50 Circle Road on the SUNY at Stony
Brook campus typically closes at 4:45, DEC staff are requesting
that individuals who plan on attending this meeting please respond
by e-mail to this address or call the Region One Public Affairs
Office at (631) 444-0350. This will enable us to make certain people are available to open the door for this meeting.

Send your tips to

KensTUTips@verizon.net
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First Cast is TU's new nationwide initiative to
introduce youth to coldwater conservation
through angling. The program is the result of
a ground-breaking partnership between TU
and the Recreational Boating and Fishing
Foundation (RBFF), working on the premise
that many of our most dedicated conservationists are also avid anglers.

.The

Fly Fishing Film Tour
is being brought to Long Island NY by
the Long Island Flyrodders.
Tickets are available locally in advance at the
LI Flyrodder's club meeting on March 5 and at
the LI Trout Unlimited meeting on March 19
for $17.
They are also available through F3T online at
www.ticketriver.com/event/6362 , at liflyrodders.org and at the door on the night of the
event for $20.

TU believes that fly fishing is an ideal vehicle
for encouraging youth to participate in cold
water stewardships. In order to be a successful
fly fisher, the young angler must develop an
in-depth understanding of the aquatic habitat. Doors open at 7:00 pm, Film starts promptly at
This leads to a feeling of “ownership” of the
7.30 pm.
resource and a concern for its future. As part
For more information please contact
of TU’s efforts to identify and train the next
Howard Solomon @516-510-3521 or
generation of cold water stewards, youth fly
mrhsolomon@aol.com.
fishing education has become an integral part
Friday, March 22
of our overall youth education agenda.
American Legion Hall
730 Willis Avenue
The First Cast program includes two integral
Williston Park, NY
components:
Educational Package. First Cast is based
upon a proven fly fishing education
urriculum written by Phil Genova. This
flexible curriculum divides the skills of fly
fishing into units and lessons that includes
step by step recommendations for organizing
classes, events, field trips, and community
projects. You can download the TU First Cast
Manual and Curriculum for information on
how to start a program. These documents
work in conjunction with Phil Genova’s book,
First Cast: Teaching Kids How To Fly Fish,
which can be purchased at major bookstores
across the U.S.
Expertise. TU members can provide sponsorship and direct instructional support to
schools and organizations in communities
across the country. A full-time staff member
of the TU national office is available to
provide technical assistance to TU chapters
and work with other affiliated organizations.

Only
$10/Box

You Can Win:

•Orvis Hydros Fly Line
•Orvis Sling Pack
•Orvis BBS Fly Reel
•Orvis Access Fly Rod

•32” HDTV
HURRY
before they’re all gone!
Sponsored By
Orvis of Greenvale
516-484-1860

Stop over and buy a box to the
“Super Squares” game at the
2013 Dinner Dance Fund
Raiser.
For only $10.00 per box, you
get a great chance of winning
one of the GREAT prizes
listed.
Please, step up and help
support YOUR chapter and
take a chance to win one or
more of these great prizes!

Take A
Chanc
e!
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By Tom McCoy
I have fished the Blackfoot from the bottom where it meets the Clarks Fork all the way up to where it runs
through forested glens with occasional camps along the banks. It has always been good to me. I had not had
the opportunity to fish the North Fork. Tony mentioned it and we did some research, asked around and
added it to our plan: More new water.
The night before we were to go up there we met the four hombres I fished with last year – Peter, Rick, Bill
and Jim. They had arrived while we were upstate and spent this day on Rock Creek which was fishing well.
They were heading out early in the morning to fish the Missouri and then on to West Yellowstone. After
our hellos and back slapping, I asked Peter one more time for the G2 on the NFBF. They were there the day
before. Rick volunteered that it was the clearest water he has ever seen warning that my depth perception
may be off due to it. Peter went over the directions saying all the roads were marked. He also mentioned
that the fishing was tough. This from Peter is a significant statement. The guys recommended we eat at
Trixi’s in Ovando. We bid them adieu and all turned in.
5:30 AM came and I heard the door click shut as Tony went on the morning coffee run. I was up and ready
when he returned. We made good time to Ovando and entering the first “exit” into town, and came to the
Blackfoot Angler Fly Shop. We talked to the lady and pulled a few flies then asked where Trixi’s was. She
told us but wondered why we asked. “For breakfast.” we said. She said “Not at this hour. They don’t open
until after 10. Next door is where you want to eat – at the Stray Bullet.” This turned out to be great advice.
Not only was breakfast good but they also had a lunch to go program with sandwich, drink, chips and
dessert for about $8. Good sandwich too.
We were back on the road and found the turn off for our destination but it was not marked as Peter had
stated. No road names. Not here, not anywhere - just
directional arrows and vague language. Peter must have
been looking at his GPS when he saw the road names. We
figured it out and made our left off 200, right on Dry Gulch
and left on Blackfoot-Cooper Road which brought us to the
bridge across the river. It was remote but accessible.
Under this bridge was a very deep pool with large fish
cruising and rising in crystal clear water. You could watch
them as they moved and rose. I watched for some time
before even getting “wadered.” It was fascinating. My
instinct told me that these fish would be impossible to hook as everyone who comes must try and they are
undoubtedly fly shy from the pressure. The thought of fishing to them was dismissed as another rose in the
bubble stream.
The passage in was difficult. I looked at the four sides of the bridge and figured the other end on the downstream side to be the easiest, which it was. Tony went down on the upstream, near side, which was passable
as well. He worked his way up to the first pool by the rock wall and soon radioed that he had a fish on.
Good for him!
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
I began upstream of the bridge quickly picking
up a nice Cutt on the Red Humpy which was
trailing my beetle. He was in close to the bank
and I proceeded to work my way across with
my flies while not moving any deeper, heeding
Rick’s comments. I had a few more fish swat at
the flies but not a take. I changed my trailing
fly to a tan caddis – a size 12 as I saw a few
large ones in the air. I started to let my drift go
down further, even passing the abutment so that
I couldn’t see it. After a few attempts I threw it
a bit further and again let it drift down with a
big mend or two. Bam! A hit. No, a smash! As the fly (caddis) passed what would be the middle of the road
and entered the arena of those big cruising fish, one actually took the bait. I was astonished. He was big and
strong and intended to get my line into the rocks as I pressured him to the surface thankful that I had 5X on.
Then he decided to run for the cement on the abutment. Again I had to steer him away, straining the line and
risking a break off. I got him upstream a bit and he ran and jumped, dove and shook. I was still not breathing with excitement. I began to back up while concentrating on the line management. After a bit more time
he began to cooperate and moved into the shoal under the bridge. I could now see him in all his glory.
Wow. I was so taken that one of those fish I was watching and had no hope or even thought of hooking
came to a fly so easily. It opened hopes for what a great day this was going to be. I got him to the net and I
guess he was 18 inches – not a record physically but emotionally the fish of a life time. In the net with him
were a few pebbles and I took all three of them for my rock collection; My North Fork of the Blackfoot
rocks.
I sat for a while to digest the moment. The fly fell out of his mouth, once in the net. How close I had come
to not landing him. Whew! I went back to working my patterns to cover the water and brought in another
nice Cutt then moved to the downstream side. There
was a boulder to fish behind and later on top of. The
currents were swirling and making spaghetti of my
12 foot leader. Then an ambitious pine grabbed my
flies only to grab them again after climbing down
from the boulder, up the bank and back to the boulder. I had a few interested spectators but no hook
ups so I moved upstream.
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The bank walking was challenging and there were points at which I had to do some on my knees, climbing
over rocks and deadfall. There were many places to test for fish and I tried not to miss any. Most offered no
response but enough showed a nose or a tail to keep me motivated. I hooked a few more Cutt’s behind
rocks, in sluices and on the edge of the main current and kept moving up, having passed Tony who was
working the gravel bed pool. Once past the second deadfall I rounded a bend and could see the next rapid.
Given this is bear country I decided that that would be my turn around point and prodded and probed the
likely spots on the way. There seemed to be a good fish every 10 feet or so laying in the waves that flanked
the main current of white caps. I had switched to a single fly to allow for more precise presentations and
hook sets; a big tan caddis. If they came up and looked they were not likely to come again unless I rested it
a good bit of time. I would just mark the spot for my return. I hooked another good fish of 15 inches or so
and then another similar one, reaching my turnaround. I sat down to take a breath. I looked back and figured
it would be another hour at least to work my way down if I was to hit all those misses. I radioed Tony to see
when he wanted to meet for lunch.
Lunch was good and the Gatorade they
packed was refreshing. I headed downstream on this side. I met two gentlemen
who had just come back from a fishing trip
in British Columbia for 4 days. The older,
rather distinguished fellow a decade or so
older than I, raved about it and the outfitter,
although I cannot remember the name.
They had just taken a few fish each on
nymphs and were moving down. I hop
scotched them saying I’d be working my
way back up shortly, and wished them well.
As remote as this was, it is accessible for anyone with a car and no fear of steep banks (or bears). I replaced
my double rig with the caddis as the lead, trailing an ant which they loved. I had one big boy jump for it
and miss twice before nailing it the third time. Wow. I picked up more as before on the edges and pockets.
There was less character to the downstream side than above so I moved through it fairly quickly.
The exit was right by that big, beautiful pool under the bridge and there was a nice flat boulder to cast from
although landing a fish would be interesting. I climbed up and my 7.5’, 4wt. Fran Betters rod did me proud
covering plenty of water. I let the flies lie in the bubbles and swirl in the currents. As before, I was not
thinking of success so much as the fishing. I tossed one away from the bubbles and the current carried it to
the tail. I saw him rush up from the bottom and make his turn back down. The initial tug lasted only an instant and he was off. How much better a day can one have? Especially on new water.
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