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 As I look back at the last three years I get a 

sense of accomplishment yet also a sense of more 

and better things to come. I feel and think that I 

have accomplished most, if not all the goals I have 

set before myself. We have more members attend-

ing the meetings, we’ve had better raffle prizes and from listening to all the compliments, we have 

had more interesting speakers then in the past.  

All of this would not have been possible without the help of each and every Board of Di-

rectors member and yes, you the membership. For the last three years as your President, I’ve tried 

to listen to the members as best I could, and give you the best chapter that I possibly could. 

I’ve also tried to listen to the advice offered to me by our Board members as best I could. 

Although some was heeded and some was not, our goals have always been the same; to stay true to 

the Trout Unlimited mission and do what we believe is best for our chapter. This is one goal I abso-

lutely know we have accomplished and I am certain that this trend will continue well into the fu-

ture. I would like to personally thank each and every Board member for their help and support over 

the last three years but two gentlemen stand out to me in particular.  

The first is my Vice President Pete Harris. Pete has always been there to support me when 

he felt I was on the right track, but he was also there to gently (well maybe not SO gently at times) 

let me know or “persuade” me if I did not think something through. Pete is the epitome of what a 

true friend is; someone who you don’t always realize is there, but is always there to pick you up 

when you fall. Thanks Pete for always being there. 

The second gentleman is Peter Dubno. I can’t tell you how many times I have leaned on 

this “elder statesman of TU” for sage and sound advice.  Although we have not always agreed on all 

issues and even sometimes even “debated” over certain things, Peter too has always been there for 

me. Much more often than not, it was Peter’s advice that I would accept and listen to. Thank you 

too Peter for always being there when needed. 

I could go on and on about how each and every Board member has had a positive impact 

on me but in my last Presidents Line, I don’t want to completely bore you. In closing I would like to 

once again thank all the Board members and also L.I.T.U.’s entire membership for the privilege and 

honor of leading this great chapter for the last three years. If I could plagiarize and slightly change 

the lyrics from one of my favorite songs; “Lately it occurs to me what a long, fun trip it’s been”. 

Thanks for the trip. 

 

Best Fishes and Tight Lines Always, 

 

Jay MooneyJay MooneyJay MooneyJay Mooney                                                   
      

T.U. 
PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license 
is a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery.  It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
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Published monthly September through June by the Long 

Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos and 

articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. Please 

send material for publication, advertising inquiries and 

comments to the Editor:  

John Fischer   -  314 Randall Ave. Freeport, NY 11520  

Email:  jakross1@verizon.net 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Jay Mooney (516) 659-3202 

Vice President: Peter Harris (631) 421-4876 

Secretary:  Sean Gannon (516) 641-3516 

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655 

Editor: John Fischer 516) 705-4024 

Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 

Membership: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 

may not be reprinted without prior permission. 

6/01/2011 Directors  Meeting,  

Kwong Ming 

 @ 7:30 PM  

**1st WED1ESDAY 

10 thru 
6/12/2011 

14th Annual Fishing Outing to the 

Riverside Lodge  

On the Beaverkill River 

6/21/2011 General  Meeting 

Tuesday 

@ 7:30 PM 

Aug TBA Directors  Summer Meeting 

Date, Location and Time To Be An-

nounced  

9/07/2011 Directors  Meeting,  

Kwong Ming 

 @ 7:30 PM  

**1st WED1ESDAY 

9/20/2011 General  Meeting 

Tuesday 

@ 7:30 PM 

10/5/2011 Directors  Meeting,  

Kwong Ming 

 @ 7:30 PM  

**1st WED1ESDAY 

www.LongIslandTU.org   

069 
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On the way home from fishing the Cross River last Sunday I mentioned to Peter Dubno that despite 

having caught a bunch of fish I had spent too much of the day tangled up in the bushes, and had lost a few 

too many flies in them. As you probably know, the Cross River is a pretty small stream, and the banks are 

thick with both the nastiest pricker bushes I’ve ever seen and some other bush with really obnoxious curlicue 

branches. It occurred to me later that I had been using a leader of about 10 or 12 feet. A 7 or 8 feet leader 

would have been better. 

I’m going back to tying my own leaders. Joe Humphreys has helpful leader design illustrations in his 

books and DVDs, based upon George Harvey’s formulations. Trout Tactics was published in 1981, On The 

Trout Stream in 1989 and The Dry Fly and The Top Water Game in 2008. It’s a lot to absorb, so I’ve synthesized it 

here. I assume Humphreys’ thinking evolved over the years, so I’m going to use the leader designs in his later 

works when they conflict with those from his earlier ones. 

Here are Humphreys’ basic designs for leaders of 11 to 12 feet, tapering to 5x and 4x, respectively: 

 

 

 

 

For tight brushy streams, Humphreys uses a 7 ½ to 8‘ rod with a 6-weight line, and these much shorter leaders  

 

 

 

 

 

Humphreys recommends using stiff monofilament for all diameters of .017 through .011 (0x), and 

switching to soft mono beginning with .009 (2x). He explains: “If you’re fishing small, tight streams where 

there are overhanging tree limbs you’ve got to push that fly back under. It’s impossible to do it with all soft 

monofilament because the leader will collapse on you, and I don’t give a damn what casting technique you 

employ. If you use all stiff monofilament, you can’t get an extended drag-free float once you do get it back 

under the trees.” That was written 30 years ago, but is echoed by Ed Engle in Fishing Small Flies (2005). Engle 

uses Maxima Chameleon for the butt sections (60% of the leader’s length), which he says is a hard, stiff nylon, 

(Continued on page 6) 

      0x 2x 3x 4x 5x Total 

.017 .015 .013 .011 .009 .008 .007 .006   

15” 20” 20” 20” 12” 12” 18” 36” 12.75’ 

      0x 2x 3x 4x   Total 

.017 .015 .013 .011 .009 .008 .007     

12” 20” 20” 20” 12” 18” 32”   11.167’ 

      0x 2x 3x 4x   Total 

.017 .015 .013 .011 .009 .008 .007     

10” 9” 9” 11” 8” 8” 17”   6’ 

      0x 2x 3x 4x   Total 

.017 .015 .013 .011 .009 .008 .007     

13.5” 12” 12” 9” 9” 10” 20”   7’3” 

    Joe Humphreys’ Dry Fly Slack Leaders        By Rick Lewis 
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LO1G ISLA1D’S  FLYFISHI1G SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 

Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  

Simms - Airflo—Whiting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to Mon-

golia.” 

  

Richard Siberry 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
1877 New York Ave. 

Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 

 

LongIslandFlyFishing.com 
Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False 

Albacore and  Bluefin Tuna 

CS ICAGAIN CHARTERS   

 L IGHT  TACKLE  AND FLY  F I SH ING  ON  THE  NORTH SHORE ,  MONTAUK AND OR IENT  

Custom Scout 235 
Huntington, CSH and Northport 
Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’         

Montauk and Orient  Full Day 

Phone: (516)383-0508 
E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com 

Captain Robin Calitri 

We did not receive any letters to the editor this month, 

But we will keep on trying . If you want you can re-

main anonymous . We would just like to get some 

chapter discussion going and to address our members 

concerns. Give it a try ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters to the Editor 

(A new column for Public Commentary) 

 

Casting Instruction at the Trout in  the 

Classroom Trout Releases 
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The Long Island Flyrodders, Inc. 

 

meets the 1st Tuesday of every 

 
 month at the : VFW Hall,  

 

55 Hickory Lane  in Levittown  
 

(N’ of Hempstead Tpke & W. of Jerusalem Ave)  

Visitors are welcome. 

 

  The Election Committee Chairman Bob Lutz 

announced the slate for the upcoming General Elec-

tion at the Annual Membership Meeting on June 21, 

2011.  

 

The slate is as follows: 

For President : Peter Harris 

For Vice President : Jim Minogue 

For Treasurer: Tom LoProto 

For Recording Secretary: Sean Gannon 

 

For Board Directors ( Two year terms starting in July 

of 2011 to June of 2013)  

Scott Beck 

Marc Gilman 

 

Nominations can be made from the floor at the An-

nual General Meeting. Nominees must be members in 

good standing at the time of nomination. See  Pres. 

Jay Mooney at the general meeting for details about 

nominating someone. 

2011 Election Committee announces the slate 

for the upcoming General Election at the An-

nual Membership Meeting in June 
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 and he uses soft (limp) tippet material for the bal-

ance. “The idea behind the limp material is that it 

will move, bend, and twist with the current, which 

will lessen drag.” A.K. Best says much the same 

thing in Fly Fishing with A.K. (2005); he also uses 

Maxima for the butt sections and the “quick-taper 

portions, then switch[es] to Climax at 5x.” 

I hear all of you [sissies] kvetching and whin-

ing that knotless leaders are less trouble, and are bet-

ter anyway, because “if you’re fishing a spring creek 

or tailwater with a lot of algae, vegetation, or other 

gunk [i.e., didymo] in the flow, you’re not going to 

have it hanging from ten different knots after every 

presentation,” as you do with a knotted leader. 

(Fishing Small Flies). In those situations knotless lead-

ers probably are better, but at some point you’re still 

gonna need to add on some tippet and therefore 

you’re still gonna have a knot that catches some 

gunk. Also, if you break off with a knotless leader 

you never know exactly what diameter tippet you 

need to tie on because you can’t tell where exactly 

you broke off. So Engle suggests cutting back a knot-

less leader to where the 4x material approximately 

begins (by “eyeballing” it), tying in a 12- to 18-inch 

section of 4x, and then adding in a length of 5x and/

or 6x material. A note about knots for connecting 

leader/tippet sections  –  I conducted my own “Knot 

Wars” last year, comparing the blood knot and the 

surgeon’s knot with the Seaguar knot. There’s really 

no comparison: the Seaguar knot is simpler and 

much stronger than both, and in smaller diameters is 

less bulky than both. The blood knot is less bulky 

and strong enough for the thicker diameter butt sec-

tions. I have no use for the surgeon’s knot, and if you 

ever need an operation I’d teach the Seaguar knot to 

your surgeon. George Harvey ultimately got away 

from the stiff butt section for his leaders, and recom-

mended using all soft mono for the entire leader. 

Betcha he’d have reconsidered after wrestling with 

the curlicue pricker bushes up at the Cross River. 

(Continued from page 3) 

 On May 2nd, 2011 Trout Unlimited praised 

the NY State Assembly  for taking action to protect 

the states water resources and for filling a major gap 

in it’s water management programs. 

 Sponsored by Assemblyman Robert Sweeney

(D– Lindenhurst) , Bill A.5318A requires any user 

seeking withdrawal of 100.000 gallons or more per 

day of the state water’s  must obtain a permit from the 

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). 

Notably this bill recognizes that water withdrawals of 

agricultural uses often vary depending upon the sea-

son and thus exempts those agricultural users, as long 

as the amounts are reported to the DEC. 

 “Without the authority granted in this bill, the 

DEC lacks the ability to deny or approve a water 

withdrawal for gas drilling or any other major use”, 

said Katy Dunlap, Easter Water Director for Trout 

Unlimited.. “Today, New York made a critical deci-

sion to protect and properly manage its streams and 

rivers,” Dunlap said. This allows DEC to establish 

protections for all current and future uses including 

stream flow standards to protect trout and other 

aquatic life. 

 Currently ,the DEC lacks the authority to regu-

late water withdrawals on a statewide basis—leaving 

nearly 70% of the state’s waters unmanaged for water 

withdrawals. According to reports submitted to the 

DEC, in 2010,  a significant number of water with-

drawals in excess of 100.000 gallons of water were 

reported for industrial use, golf course irrigation, mine  

dewatering, public water supplies and other uses. 

 Given the significant volume of additional wa-

ter that will be needed for drilling in the Marcellus 

Shale.. It is imperative that the DEC has the authority 

to manage the state’s water resources based upon 

sound science using a watershed approach.  

 Bill A.5318A was passed 121-1 on May 1st as 

part of the NY State Assembly’s Earth Day legislative 

package. TU calls on the NY Senate to pass a com-

panion bill S 3798 introduced by  N.Y. State Senator 

Mark Grisanti  and ensure that the state’s water re-

sources are protected for generations to come. 

T.U. Applauds NY State Assembly for  

Passing Water Resource Protection Bill 
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Please Patronize Our Friends and Supporters 

 

 Capt Robin Calitri—C sic Again charters –longislandflyfishing.com (516) 383 0508 
 Capt. Joe Demalderis -Crosscurrent  Guide Service—crosscurrentguideservice.com  (914)  475-6779  

 Capt. Brett Greco – Fly Fishing Guide MT & FL, www.grecosonthefly.com, (406) 640 2627 

 Capt. Eric Lund - Islamorada flats fishing -  ewlund@hotmail.com -  305 393 0663 

 Camp-Site Sport Shop  - campsiteLI@aol.com , (631) 271 4969, Richard Siberry 

 Charles 1euner  - Fine Hand Crafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods, (631) 598 3863 

Cross Current Guide Svc. - Joe Demalderis - Orvis Endorsed www.crosscurrentguideservice.com 

Delaware River Club -   www.mayfly.com; (570) 635 5897 

 Fins to Feathers Ltd. Taxidermy  - (516) 847 0087,  Rich 

 Hooks & Brooks Guide Service  - www.ny-fishingguide.com, (631) 589 0065, Mark Malenovsky 

 1orthWoods Rods -   (516) 221 5599,  Jay Mooney - Peter Harris - Making bamboo...affordable 

 Long Island Flyrodders – Meet 1st Tuesday @ VFW 55 Hickory Lane, Levittown @ 7:30, www.lifr.org 

 Massage Therapy  - (631) 585 4855, Jane Ferlise 

 Orvis Greenvale  -  www.orvis.com/intro.asp?subject=546, (516) 484 1860, Fred Versaci 

 Powers & Marshall  - Real Estate Analysts & Consultants, (516) 248 5511, Ted Powers 

 Sawdust & Stitches - shadow boxes, art and more - http://www.sawdust-stitches.com (717) 774 3893 

 West Branch Anglers Resort—    www.westbranchresort.com; (607) 467 5525 

  

 

 On May 2, 2011 John Fischer and  Jay Mooney 

installed ten new data loggers, five each on the east and 

west branches of Crab Meadow Creek in  1orthport. 

 The installation was done in partnership with the 

Town of Huntington’s Crab Meadow Watershed Man-

agement program.  The data will be used to formulate 

and implement a plan to improve the watershed ‘s  

freshwater flows and as possible Brook Trout habitat. 

 In the fall of 2010 the Crab Meadow Watershed 

group and the Town of Huntington applied for a grant 

with the Iroquois Gas Corp. whose gas lines run 

through the watershed. They received a $4000 grant to 

fund the purchase and installation of data loggers as one 

on the aspects  of the grant.  

 It took us about 3 hours to install the data loggers. We used a new method of attaching the data 

loggers to rebar that was designed by Jeff Plackis who together with Peter Dubno produced a number of 

the devices that are easily deployed and the data easily retrieved.  The new system uses a housing of 

PVC tubing that is attached with a snap clip which allow the collector to easily remove the data logger 

for reading and downloading of information. 

 We use blue ribbon to mark the deployment site along with GPS readings taken at the time of 

deployment. The data loggers will record the water temperature every 1/2 hour until they are retrieved 

and downloaded. They are scheduled to be retrieved in the fall , usually in the early part of October. So 

if you see the blue ribbon alongside a stream it just might be that someone is logging data. 

Crab Meadow Data Loggers Installed 
By John Fischer 
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 Tuesday, June 21, 2011 @ 7:30pm 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Officers and Director Elections 

Program-Steelheading by Pete Dubno, 

John Fischer , Tom McCoy & others 

 

DATED MATERIAL 

PLEASE DELIVER 

PROMPTLY 

This months meeting is being held 

on Tuesday 

June 21, 2011 !!!!   
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Monthly Meetings 

On the 3rd 

Tuesday 

At 7:30 PM 
 

Hicksville VFW 

Hall 

320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, 1Y 


