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Dear Conservationists and Fishermen, 
 

Happy New Year! We're now officially done 
with an emotional but fruitful 2016, and ready 
for the new challenges ahead. It was so nice 

to finish up the year with a Holiday party filled with good cheer - Tom McCoy showcased 
his latest book "How to Improve Your Fly Fishing & Catching" (of course I bought a copy), 
Peter Harris gave his annual toast with a smooth Japanese whiskey, Mike Parody brought 
homemade Eggnog, and many other members brought wonderful foods and deserts to 
make it a night to remember.  
 In case you missed the shindig, I'd like to make a special thanks to Chuck Neuner 
who once again donated one of his beautiful bamboo rods for raffle this year - it's a lim-
ited auction (runs until 60 tickets at $40 each are sold) which is already half sold-out. So if 
you want a chance to win this amazing $1,475 bamboo rod, buy a ticket! 
 I'd like this President's Line to focus on our successes in 2016 - in my opinion this 

was an extremely successful year for our members and partners. Here are some of the 

highlights: We helped coordinate and fund Long Island's first ever Fly Fishing Expo to 

great success; the banquet was reorganized into a more casual, simpler to plan, profita-

ble Autumn event; our website continues to grow with about 10,500 visits - double that 

of last year; membership is up 10% over last year with about 430 members; Trout in the 

Classroom grew 18% this year to 20 schools; our budget is solid and fiscally responsible; 

we have a number of new rivers/watersheds now slated for improvement and cleanup in 

2017; and finally, we have a full board, 40% made up of leaders newly activated within 

the last three years. Overall, I think these are great successes. As a member, you should 

be very proud in helping make these successes a reality. Finally, a very special thanks to 

our Board members, who put in so many hours, to work selflessly on all these great pro-

jects, again, to amazing success.  

Tight Lines, Christopher Aigner 

 
T.U. PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon. It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel. It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit. It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief 
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery. It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems. 
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
 
 

Next Chapter Meeting:  
Wednesday, January 25, 2017 @ 7:30 PM 

Guest Speaker— Evan Bottcher, Fishing the Ausable... 
Hicksville VFW Hall 

320 South Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 
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Paumonok 

Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos 
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. 

Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries 
and comments to the Editor:  Stu Buckner  

Stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Christopher Aigner (516) 236-1260  

Vice President:  Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925  

Secretary:  Mike Russell (631) 242-2707 

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655 

Editor:  Stu Buckner (631) 834-1400  

Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 

Guest Speaker: Evan Bottcher – Manager, 
Hungry Trout Resort will present: 
Fly Fishing the West Branch of the Ausable & 
Other Adirondack Rivers  

 

Evan was raised at the Hungry Trout and learned to 
fly fish on the Ausable River when he was ten years 
old. Evan honed his skills in Southwest Colorado fish-
ing the Animas River and surrounding Rocky Moun-
tain Streams. Fly Fishing has brought him many plac-
es, having cast a fly in Belize, Labrador, Bahamas, 
Alaska and most western states. He would return 
each May to guide a roster of return clients, which he 
prefers to exhaust in full day excursions to remote 
sections of river. Evan and his fiancé Caitlin are now in 
their third year growing the Hungry Trout Fly Shop 

http://www.longislandtu.org 
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Ken’s Korner  
Tips January 2017 - HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

Working with Tiny Hooks - Hooks that are a size 20 or 
smaller are very difficult to pick up from a bench sur-
face.  Keep some wax handy when you tie flies.  To pick 
up a hook, touch a fingertip to the wax and then place 
your fingertip onto the hook.  The hook clings nicely to 
the wax. (Rich Berry) 
 

Learning about Hooks -If you are relatively new to fly 
tying, you probably experience confusion when it 
comes to the type of hook to be used for a particular 
fly.  We are lucky to have so many choices in hook 
styles and weights, but sometimes it may seem over-
whelming.  Drop a postcard to the major hook manu-
facturers asking them to send you a brochure describ-
ing their hooks.  There is a wealth of information in 
these brochures.  Check out Daiichi Guide:  http://
www.anglersportgroup.com/wp-content/
uploads/2014/12/daiichi_hook_pocket_guide1.pdf 
 

Quick Clean-Up When Tying - For easier cleanup of 
your tying area, especially where clipped deer hair is 
used, place one of those Styrofoam meat trays, the 
kind you get from the supermarket, under your vise.  
The deer hair or other material then falls into the tray 
when cut and not on the tying table.  It’s also good to 
place hooks on for easy access for tying the next fly.  At 
the end of the tying session, simply discard the material 
collected in the tray, or throw out the tray itself. (Frank 
Moody) 
 

Quick Waste Basket - Here are a couple of tips for 
keeping your tying area clean.  You can use empty "pop
-up" style tissue boxes to discard tying materials.  The 
type that has the split plastic covering on top works 
best since it helps to hold the materials inside. (Craig 
Castioni) 
 

Reducing Static Cling - To reduce static cling when 
working with hair such as deer hair, use a static cling 
sheet / fabric softener made for placing in clothes  
dryers.  Wipe your fingers, your vise, and the inside of 
your hair stacker before working with the hair.  Also,  
wipe down your fly-tying desk, tools, and materials.  
This prevents the static charge that makes fur and 
feathers stick to everything. 

 
 
 
 
 
Color-Code Weighted Flies - As a method of color 
coding sub-surface flies to indicate their weight, try 
using various colored threads to form the whip-
finish of the head of the fly.  The thread color will 
indicate how much weight is incorporated in the fly: 
for example red=heavy, orange=medium, blue=light, 
and a natural color=unweighted.  An alternative 
method would be to apply various colors of nail 
polish to the ring of the eye. (Dick Jogodnik) 
 

In Big Water, Thin Line Helps   When fishing larger riv-
ers for fish such as rainbow trout, which tend to make 
long runs, it is a distinct advantage to use as thin a fly 
line as possible.  A thicker diameter line will be subject 
to a much greater amount of pressure from the water 
and the pull of the fish than will a thinner line. It also 
helps to keep as much line out of the water as possible 
when you feel a fish begin to run. 
 
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

Future Guest Speakers 
 

Garth Pettinger and Jeff Plackis—Issues of  the Upper 
Delaware River Flows, Feb. Chapter Meeting 
 

Events 
January 4, Board Meeting 
January 25, Chapter Meeting (in the big room!) 
February 1, Board Meeting 
February 21, Chapter Meeting 
March 1, Board Meeting 
March 4, Casting Clinic at Caleb Smith State Park 
March 11, Casting Clinic at Connetquot State Park 
March 21, Chapter Meeting 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Save the Date 
 (upcoming events ) 

                            

mailto:KensTUTips@verizon.net
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Raffle for a Bamboo Rod 
Crafted and Donated by Chuck Neuner, 

Carmans River Rod Company 
6'-3", 2-piece, 4wt. Retail price: $1475  - Only 60 
tickets will be sold | $40/ticket, $100/3 tickets  

Specifications 
6'-3", 2-piece, 4wt. Crisp-casting proprietary taper 
based on the Paul Young Midge. 
 

- Medium-flamed cane, hand-split and hand-planed 
- Polished nickel silver ferrules, fittings, and reel seat 
hardware 
- Select cork reel seat, turned on-the-rod for perfect 
concentricity 
- Polished nickel silver stripping guide with select 
agate insert 
- Hard chrome finished Snake brand line guides 
- Premium maple burl reel seat insert 
- Translucent cinnamon silk wraps  
- Hand-rubbed spar varnish finish 
- Complete with mirror-matched spare tip, sailcloth 
rod bag, brass-capped aluminum rod case, and ferrule 
plug. 
 
To purchase raffle tickets, contact Tom LoProto at  
tloproto@aol.com  

        
 

NYSDEC: Wednesday, November 2, 2016 

Three Salmon Poachers Arrested After 
Early-Morning Chase 
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LITU Holiday Party & Chapter Meeting 
December 20, 2016   
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Save the date 

2nd ANNUAL LONG ISLAND 

FLY FISHING EXPO 

SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2017 

 Holiday Inn, Plainview 

9 am to 4 pm 

Long Island's only annual fly fishing ex-

po, bringing together all the leading fly 

fishing organizations for a day of 

presentations on tactics, rigs, and fly 

fishing vari-

ous rivers | 

vendor dis-

plays of fly 

fishing gear, 

equipment, guide services | fly tying 

by many of the best on LI | and much 

more... 

If you've ever thought about the fasci-

nating world of fly fishing, now is your 

chance to develop or expand your 

knowledge, and immerse yourself in a 

new or favorite hobby. 

RiverBayOutfitters.com 

The Long Island Fly Rodders 
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 

Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 
55 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY 

www.liflyrodders.org 
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DEC's investigation of contamination associated with the 
Willetts Creek cleanup started in June 2016, and included 
sampling and evaluating surface and subsurface floodplain 
soils at private residences and school properties adjacent 
to Willetts Creek. Additional soil contamination investiga-
tion work was conducted at the tidal portions of Willetts 
Creek, as well as other locations associated with Dzus Fas-
teners. 

 

During the investigation, 197 soil samples were collected 
from 39 residential and school properties located along 
Willets Creek. During this two-phased investigation, 23 soil 
samples were collected from the Beach Street Middle 
School and eight soil samples were taken from grassy are-
as on West Islip High School property that receive flood-
waters from Willets Creek. Soil samples were tested for 
cadmium and chromium. The investigation found sedi-
ments in a portion of Willetts Creek to be contaminated 
with cadmium and chromium at levels in excess of ac-
ceptable residential use levels. 
 
The IRM work plan for the project is available to the public 
at the West Islip Public Library. Upon completion of the 
work, a Construction Completion Report will be prepared, 
which documents the activities undertaken. 
 
DEC is developing a Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) 
for the remaining contamination from Dzus Fastener site 
that is not currently being addressed by this IRM action. 
The Dzus Fastener site is one acre in size and is located in 
a mixed residential, commercial, and industrial area. The 
site is triangular in shape and encompasses the area of the 
former leaching pools. The site is bounded by Union Ave-
nue to the south, the former Dzus facility and Beach Street 
to the west, and Long Island Rail Road tracks to the north. 
Immediately to the east of the site is Willetts Creek, which 
drains south into Lake Capri, an eight-acre man-made lake. 
Lake Capri drains into the tidal portion of Willetts Creek 
through a culvert located under Montauk Highway. 
 

Dzus Fasteners produced fasteners and springs from 1932 to 

2015. Wastes from metal plating, tumbling, electroplating, 

chromic acid, anodizing, and special finishing operations con-

sisted of oils, heavy metals, and salts. Leaching pools on-site 

were used for the disposal of hazardous wastes. 

 

An IRM is a cleanup activity performed when the source of 

contamination can be effectively cleaned up and addressed 

to protect the public and the environment without extensive 

investigation and evaluation. For more information, please 

see the Dzus Fastener Co, Inc. Factsheet (PDF, 274 KB) for the 

cleanup fact sheet. 

NYSDEC Press Release January 4, 2016 

DEC to Begin Cleanup at          
Dzus Fastener Site  

Work will Remove Contaminated Sediments 
from Willets Creek 

The New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) will begin removing contaminat-
ed sediments from the Willets Creek area in early 
January as part of the State's remediation plan for 
the Dzus Fastener's inactive hazardous waste site, 
DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos announced today. 
"DEC is committed to cleaning up the Dzus Fastener 
site to protect the public and the environment and 
we're taking action to make sure nearby students 
will not be disrupted during the cleanup," said Com-
missioner Seggos. "For decades, New York State has 
sent a clear signal to polluters-if you contaminate 
communities in New York State, you will be held 
accountable." 

 

DEC is undertaking the cleanup as part the State's 
ongoing investigation into contamination stemming 
from the Dzus Fastener site, 425 Union Boulevard, 
West Islip. 

 

The work is being conducted as an Interim Remedial 
Measure (IRM) and will remove sediments under 
two footbridges accessed by students that attend 
Beach Street Middle School and West High School. 
The objective of the State's interim cleanup effort is 
to minimize flooding of the foot bridges that cross 
Willetts Creek and reduce the potential of floodwa-
ters impacting West Islip School District property. 
During the interim cleanup, DEC will remove con-
taminated sediments from culverts that run under 
the foot bridges, as well as five feet upstream and 
downstream of each culvert. Additional cleanup 
activities include removing contaminated soil near 
the foot bridges, on school district property, and in 
the right-of-way of the foot path on the residential 
side of the foot bridges. 

 

Work on the site will be carefully coordinated in 
order to limit impacts on students, particularly the 
school district's student transportation activities. 
The foot bridges are located at Burling Lane and 
Edmore Lane. 
 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMTA0LjY4MzI1MDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDEwNC42ODMyNTAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTU0OTEwJmVtYWlsaWQ9am9zZXBob2RpZXJuYUB5YWhvby5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWpvc2VwaG9ka
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LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  

Mongolia.” 
  
 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

January 25, Chapter Meeting (in the big room!) 
February 1, Board Meeting 
February 21, Chapter Meeting 
March 1, Board Meeting 
March 4, Casting Clinic at Caleb Smith State Park 
March 11, Casting Clinic at Connetquot State Park 
March 21, Chapter Meeting 
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, NY 

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries 

Membership Application Page 2 

Stuart Buckner, Editor 
8 Cardinal Lane 

East Islip, NY 11730 
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