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As I began to compose this column, I knew it had to be one of 
thanks and reflection. As 2013 draws to a close, the work we 
have done together to further the Trout Unlimited mission and 

for our chapter stands out as example after example of commitment and purpose. 
Season’s greetings! I hope everyone enjoyed their holiday. Did you get that new rod or reel that 
you had been dropping hints about all year? If not then you can still buy it at the Somerset Fly 
Fishing show on January 24-226. Tom Loproto just might still have some discounted tickets     
available at our January chapter meeting. 
Our December Holiday party was a blast as always. Though the turnout was somewhat less than in 
the past (due to the nasty weather that night) we still managed to get a great sampling of delicacies 
laid out and have our New Year’s toast. Thank you to everyone that brought a dish for all to     
sample. Some of those dishes really went fast! The smoked steelhead was quite a hit. 
 We appreciate Tom Cooleen’s daughter, Kyra, letting us know how much she enjoyed attending 
DEC camp in the past. Kyra will now be a volunteer helper at the camp this year. We are still    
taking applications for kids who would like to attend this year. 
For our first meeting of the New Year on January 21, Aaron Jasper will be giving his presentation 
of “Fishing Tailwaters”. Aaron is an acclaimed expert on nymphing techniques and I’m quite sure 
that you will enjoy his presentation. Aaron has several DVDs on the market that are extremely  
professional and chock full of fly fishing knowledge. He will have some for sale that evening so 
come prepared to buy several. I guarantee they will be worth it! Do plan on attending. 
I would like to congratulate Paul McCain and wish him great success in his new endeavor, River 
Bay Outfitters. Paul just opened his fly shop in Oceanside. Please make it a point to stop by his 
shop. LITU will do all it can to support Paul’s shop. 
LITU has a lot on its plate for 2014. Fly fishing/Casting Clinics are scheduled in late March at both 
Caleb Smith and Connetquot parks. LITU will also be helping out at the Junior Angler Fly fishing 
program at Caleb Smith Park in April as well as possibly doing some hands on stream restoration 
work. Volunteers will be needed for all these events. Please plan on volunteering some time. We 
can’t do it without you!! 
Our Annual Dinner Dance and Auction will be held on Friday, March 7, 2014. This date is fast 
approaching. This is our main fundraiser. We need every member to get out there and bring in  
donations. We also need your physical presence at the event. Please plan on attending. The more 
the merrier! 
I’m looking for people to become more active in the Chapter. I have an “At Large” position open 
on our Board of Directors. This will allow you to serve on the Board on sort of a “trial basis” and 
get to know how things work behind the scenes as well as interjecting your ideas in the Chapter 
leadership. You do not have to make a long term commitment. Please feel free to talk to me about 
it. 
I would like take this time to thank my Board of Directors, everyone who volunteered to help out at 
this past years events and projects, and to those of you that very quietly helped in the less visible 
aspects of LITU. Thank you so much. 
From my family to yours have a happy, healthy, and safe New Year to all. 
 

Peter Harris 

T.U. 
PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery.  It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 

October 2012 

 

Tuesday, January 21, @ 7:30 PM 

Aaron Jasper 
Fishing Tailwaters  
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March 2014 
 

March 4 - Board  
                 Meeting 
 
March 7—LITU Annual    
                  Dinner 
                  Dance 
 
March 18 - Chapter  
                   Meeting 

April 2014 
 

April 2 - Board Meeting 
 
April 15 - Chapter  
                 Meeting 
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Published monthly September through June by the Long Island 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos and articles on 
conservation and fishing are welcome. Please send material for 
publication, advertising inquiries and comments to the Editor:  

E Mail: LITU Editor @ AOL.com 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Peter Harris (631) 421-4876 
Vice President: Rick Lewis (516) 764-2427 
Secretary:  Mike Russell (631) 242-2707 
Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655 
Editor:  Jay Mooney (516) 221-5599 
Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 
Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 
Membership: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

069 

January 2014 
 

January 8 - Board  
                   Meeting 
 
January 14 - Dinner  
Dance Committee  
Meeting 
 
January 21 - Chapter    
                     Meeting 

February 2014 
 

February 5 - Board  
                     Meeting 
 
February 18 - Chapter  
                       Meeting 

 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 
may not be reprinted without prior permission. 
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Future Guest Speakers and Happenings 
 
January 21 -  Aaron Jasper 
                        Fishing Tailwaters 
 
February 18 - Speaker TBA 
 
March 7 - LITU Annual Dinner Dance 
 
March 18  - Speaker TBA 

 

With the start of the New Year many anglers sit inside 
waiting until trout season opens in April to get back to 
the outdoors. This does NOT have to be so. There are 
some of us who embrace the cold weather during the 
winter and take advantage of it in a myriad of ways. 
 

In this issue of Paumonok, I hope to offer a few       
articles, pictures, and suggestions as to where, when, 
why, and how, we can make it to the outdoors and   
enjoy some fishing, hiking, or even just some beautiful 
scenery. 
 

Ice fishing is one way some die-hards cope and get 
their "fix" of fishing throughout the winter. In Up State 
New York, GENERALLY speaking, ice fishing     
begins in approximately mid-December on small high 
elevation ponds. As the month progresses larger bodies 
of water begin to freeze over. Come the New Year, lots 
of lakes have ice on them and the a lot of those are safe 
to fish. However, on Long Island, the season usually 
begins much later – if at all.  
 

Please remember to play it ultra safe on the ice. It is 
widely recognized that you need AT LEAST a four 
inche thickness to safely traverse any ice and to ice 
fish. For any vehicles, including snow mobiles, it is 
recommended to be much thicker.  
 

Early season species typically consist of Yellow Perch, 
Pumpkin Seeds, Blue Gills, Pickerel, Crappie, and 
Northern Pike (always check local regulations). Pike 
are typically targeted by the use of tip-ups and perch 
and other species are generally pursued using jig sticks 
or light rods. 
 

If ice fishing is not your thing, there are plenty of other 
streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes that do not freeze that 
will also give you your fix. If you dress appropriately 
and in insulating layers, most of the time you can beat 
the cold and stay warm enough to enjoy the day. 
 

If you've never made it out on the ice or gone winter 
fishing before, you should give it a try. The crisp, clear 
air is exhilarating and it may open up another season 
for you. 
 

Happy new Year to All ! 
 
 

Jay Mooney 
 
Editor –In-Chief 
LITU Editor @ AOL.com 

For all of the anglers and gear heads always looking 
for new shops and new gear, there’s a brand new fly 
shop in town! 
 
The name of the shop is River Bay Outfitters. They 
are located at 445 Merrick Road in the town of 
Oceanside. Just minutes from the Meadowbrook 
Parkway and other easy access points.     
 
River Bay is a shop that specializes in the sport of fly 
fishing and everything that goes along with it. From 
rods and reels to just about everything fly tying under 
the sun, it will all be available.   
 

As well as all the new gear, information and         
education for anglers of all levels will be available as 
well.   
 

The proud owner and one of our own, Paul McCain, 
has been active in fly fishing for over 30 years.  Paul 
welcomes you to stop in to learn how to tie a new fly, 
get details on local waters, and learn some tips and 
techniques.   
 

More than just a fly shop, River Bay Outfitters will 
be a place to talk about fresh and salt water fishing.  
For store hours, please call (516) 415-7748. 
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LongIslandFlyFishing.com 
Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and  Bluefin Tuna 

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun included 

CS ICAGAIN  CHARTERS   

 LIG HT  TACK LE  AND FLY  F I SH ING  O N THE  NORTH  SHO RE ,  MONTAUK  A ND O RIENT  

Custom Scout 235 
Huntington, CSH and Northport 

Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’         
Montauk and Orient  Full Day 

Phone: (516)383-0508 

E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com 

Captain Robin Calitri 
 
 

Email the editor to be included in future        
listings at:  

LITU Editor@aol.com 
 

FOR SALE: 
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand 
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used 
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used 
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.               
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00. 
 

Leonard Bamboo Fly Rod. Model 48. 7’, 3 piece with 
2 tips. Excellent to pristine original condition.     
Original bag and tube. For the collector or discerning 
angler. 
$2200.00. 
 
Northwoods Bamboo Fly Rod. Brand new. 7’ 2 piece 
with 2 tips. Bag and tube. Great first time bamboo. 
$575.00 

If interested contact Jay Mooney at                            
AdirondackJ@aol.com .  
 

FOR SALE: “The Fly Factory” fly tying board by  
Oasis, new $119, asking $99.   

14’ Heritage Marquesa Kayak with captain seat,    
paddle with leash, 2 recessed rod holders, 1 ramball 
mount with rod holder asking $800.                                            
Contact: Pete at Yuskevich53@msn.com 

FOR SALE:  Fly Rod - Echo “Shadow” PE  
                       10’, 3 WT Czech Nymphing Model 
                       Asking $135.00 
If interested contact John Fischer at 516-425-4198. 
 
FOR SALE: 7 1/2 ‘ fiberglass fly rod by Harnell. 6/7 
Wt., 2 pc. Circa 1950’s. Good condition. Original 
owner. Contact Bill O’Brien. 
631-261-3021 
 
 

 

 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 
 
 
 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 
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The Long Island Fly Rodders  
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 

 Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 
55 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY 

 
www.liflyrodders.org 
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Even though it is only January,  the 2014 Dinner Dance 
Committee has already had it’s first few  meetings with 
others already planned.  And yes, we do have a date.  
 
The date for the Long Island Trout Unlimited 2014 Dinner 
Dance is Friday March 7, 2014.  The festivities will begin 
at 7:00 and last until 11:00. The venue will once again be 
the Milleridge Cottage in Jericho, and the cost this year 
will be $80.00 per person for a great evening of food,   
dancing, and fun!! 
 
If you missed last years event, be sure not to miss this one 
as it promises to be even better and more action packed. 
There will be yet more updated and interesting prizes, more 
food, and more dancing! What else can you ask for? 
 
However, to make this years Dinner Dance even more     
successful, we really need your help. We are already     
looking for donations for prizes and/or auction items. This 
is our major fundraiser of the year and the proceeds are 
needed to keep our chapter running and our work           
progressing.  
 
If you are interested in supporting a great cause (LITU), 
and enjoying outstanding food, excellent drinks, and     
awesome friends and prizes, come down and join us. If you 
would like to attend, please see any board or committee 
member – we would love to have you there! 
 
Cocktails will be served at the open bar beginning at 7:00 
p.m., with Hors d’oeuveres being served waiter style.     
Dinner, dancing and silent auction will begin at 8:00. Bar 
will remain open until 10:00 p.m. Just ask anyone who was 
there last year just how good and plentiful the food was! 
 
This is a great opportunity for you to come out and 
win some awesome prizes, besides having a great time with 
some old friends while making new ones!. Don’t forget to 
buy a balloon from the balloon game. While your at it,   
enter into the 50 / 50—which had a whopping$1400.00 in it 
last year! And, of course, one of our highlights, the dart 
game will once again be back this year. You can win some 
really great gifts at this one.  
 
Each month we will bring you updates on the progress of 
the event planning. If you have any questions, concerns, or 
would just like to help out, please contact any of the      
committee members listed below. 
 
Committee members: 
Jay Mooney, Pete Harris, Joe Odierna, Tom Lo Proto, Mike 
Russell, Ron Krisch, John Fischer and Ed Ciano. 
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Our good friends up at Camp Site Sport Shop in the town 
of  Huntington will once again be holding their annual 
“Cabin Fever” series of   informational seminars.              

The next confirmed speaker at the Campsite will be Bill 
Wetzel: Surf Guide and Fisherman. 
 
The date is not 100% solid yet but will be either the first 
or third weekend in February. If you’re on the Camp Site’s 
e mail list, they will send out a confirming e mail. If 
you’re not, please check their web site for updates.   
 
Bill Wetzel is a NYS licensed guide, and host of           
SurfRatsBall.com. He has over 35 years experience, more 
than 15 of those guiding the suds.  
 
You may find Bill hunting stripers in the back bays of 
Long Islands North shore, or the sandy beaches of the 
south shore, but his true passion is prowling the rocks of 
Montauk hunting for big fish. Bill has been on the lecture 
circuit for many years, and has written articles for various 
fishing publications. He is often referred to as the "hardest 
working guide" in the business.  
 
Bill just doesn't talk about surf fishing he does it for a  
living. 
 
The opening date is January 11th at 10 O’Clock. Stop in 
and ask for Carmine.       
 
Complimentary light refreshments will be served.   
 

 
 

 

Last month, I started a direct appeal to the membership to 
donate a few bucks so that we can raffle off a flat screen 
HD TV at our upcoming Dinner/Dance Fundraiser on 
March 7, 2014 which will be held at the Cottage at the  
Millerage Inn.   
 
So, how are we doing?  As usual, our terrific membership 
has donated over $200 at our last meeting on December 17, 
2013.  Of course, this isn’t nearly enough money, but it is a 
great start. 
 

Some of our donors only gave a little and some gave a lot.  
The important thing is that THEY gave.  As everybody 
knows, it is far more rewarding to give than to receive,  
especially in this holiday season.   
 
I’d like to see your name on the upcoming Thank You List 
which will appear in the near future. All YOU have to do is 
see me at the January 21st meeting and make your donation. 
 
Again, it doesn’t have to be a huge contribution, just what 
you think is right for.  Or, if you cannot make the meeting, 
you can mail a check to: 
 

Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
C/O  Dubno 
47 Greystone Rd. 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570 
 

Let’s try to match and then surpass last year’s donations of 
close to $600 for this same event.  See you at the meeting. 
 

Happy New Year, 
Peter Dubno 
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L.I.T.U. Monthly Meetings 
Held On the 3rd 

Tuesday of every month 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 

 

www.LongIslandTU.org   
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The season for winter fly-fishing has arrived.  Here 
are six tips to get you started:  
1. Pick the Right Place 
One of the best and closest winter rivers to our area 
is the East Branch of the Croton. The Sodom Road 
section of the river is the most popular and has fish.  
Sodom Road is located at the Brewster Exit on Route 
684. Make a right hand turn at the exit and follow the 
road to the fork in the road and take the right turn at 
the fork up to the stop sign and make a right onto 
Sodom Road. Most of the fishermen prefer to fish in 
proximity to the road, but if you walk along the path 
downstream for about ¼ mile there are several areas 
along the way where is the water is not too deep, 
which is always desirable in cold winter waters and 
there are sections which have holes which usually 
have a fish or two. 
2. Slow and Deep is Best 
Use a strike indicator and a weighted fly and/or a 
split shot on your leader, Tungsten is environmentally 
preferred over lead. High-sticking is the most        
productive method, which keeps most of your fly line 
off the water.  Dead drift is critical in winter because 
trout won’t chase a fly in cold water. 
3. Swing with a Sinking-Tip Line  
Dead-drift nymphing is best, if you prefer to swing a 
fly for trout, use a sinking tip line with a very strong 
mend at the beginning of the cast so your fly swings 
slow and deep. 
4. Look for Rises 
Occasionally trout on the East Branch will rise during 
the winter, usually in the early morning hours or    
between 3:00pm and 4:30pm in the afternoon. The 
trout are almost always rising to small midges or 
olive mayflies. A small midge emerger or a tiny olive 
mayfly emerger will be the only dries you’ll need to 
carry.  
5. Light Tippets are Usually More Productive In 
Winter 
The flies are small and water is usually clearer  
downstream than it is near the road.  A 5X or 6X 
leader for trout is best under most conditions.  
6. Find Where the Fish Hold 
Fish tend to “pod up” in winter in deeper, slower   
water. Once you catch one try not to disturb the    
water and continue to fish in the same place. Fish the 
slow water thoroughly, moving slowly and             
methodically downstream  if you aren’t connecting. 
Thanks Joe Pepe 
 
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 
Happy and Healthy New Year Ken M. 

                                            
 

 

DEC and ARCO Sign Order to Clean up            
Contaminated Soil and Sediment at  Harbor at 

Hastings State Superfund Site 
 

 

The Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO) will clean up 
contaminated soils and Hudson River sediment at the 
Harbor at Hastings site in Westchester County under the 
terms of a consent order, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation Commissioner Joe Martens 
announced earlier this month.  
 
Anaconda Wire & Cable Company, ARCO's           
predecessor, released polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 
and  metals into the soil, groundwater and Hudson River  
sediment during manufacturing operations at the site.  
 
"This consent order is an important step in cleaning up 
the contamination at this site and restoring the health of 
the Hudson River," Commissioner Martens said. "The 
remediation will benefit the community and allow New 
Yorkers and visitors to enjoy the natural resources and 
recreational opportunities of a healthier, more vibrant 
Hudson River."  
 
The consent order requires ARCO to complete the     
design and implement the cleanup plan. The remedy for 
the site includes cleaning up on-site soil areas west of 
the railroad tracks and specifies the remedy for off-site 
impacts, primarily sediments of the Hudson River.  
 
The cost of the on-site and river sediment remedies is 
estimated to be in excess of $250 million. As the        
responsible party, ARCO will pay for the cleanup and, 
under the consent order, has also already paid for the 
state's past response costs. Design and remediation is         
expected to take approximately six years.  
 
During the design and implementation of the site      
remedy, DEC will engage community residents, Village 
of Hastings-on-Hudson officials, ARCO and other    
stakeholders to gather input on the project.  
 
The contaminated site is located on 28 acres along the 
Hastings-on-Hudson waterfront (One River Street,     
Village of Hastings-on-Hudson), separated from the   
village commercial district by railroad tracks. The     
landmass of the site was constructed in the early 1900s 
by placing fill material into the Hudson River. Anaconda 
Wire & Cable Company ceased operations at the site in 
1974.  
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Women’s Initiative Quarterly 
Call 

 
The TU Women's trial membership offer has        
resulted in over 2,200 women having joined TU in 
the past several months through the active outreach 
from our members. Outstanding! This first phase of 
the trial membership drive will close on January 1, 
2014. There will be a new, more inclusive,         
membership drive introduced this spring with 
broader plans and a more focused approach         
concentrating on both increasing membership and 
retaining the members already signed up. There will 
be more information coming very soon 
 
The Women's Initiative has created numerous     
programs, materials and strategies for women's    
outreach. If you are the Women's Initiative chair or 
leader for women's outreach in your state council or 
chapter, please consider joining in with others by 
attending a quarterly call beginning on Thursday, 
January 23, 2014 at 8:00pm Eastern Time. Topics 
such as the Spring membership drive, event plan-
ning, recruitment, membership engagement and   
retention, educational courses, and community    
outreach will be discussed. To be placed on the 
Women's Initiative chair list, contact Kelly E. 
Buchta at kebuchta@njtu.org. 

TU Supports  Secretary 
Jewell’s Conservation Vision 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C.--Sally Jewell, Secretary of the 
Department of the Interior, gave an address on       
conservation Thursday at the National Press Club in 
Washington, DC. The following is the official      
statement from Chris Wood, president and CEO of 
Trout Unlimited, in response to Jewell’s speech: 

“Secretary Jewell highlighted some of our most      
pressing conservation challenges: engaging youth in 
outdoor activities, sustaining important federal        
investments in conservation, and balancing energy 
production with the outstanding fishing and hunting 
values on our public lands. 

“Trout Unlimited welcomes the Secretary’s          
leadership on engaging the next generation of         
environmental stewards in the outdoors—something 
we agree is    essential to sustaining our conservation 
legacy.  We support the Secretary’s vision for     
avoiding harmful impacts to fish and wildlife habitat 
by steering development to low-conflict areas, and 
using a landscape-scale approach to mitigating the 
impacts that cannot be avoided. And we are pleased 
to hear the Secretary speak of the importance of    
balancing energy production with habitat              
conservation using tools like master leasing plans that 
will provide certainty for   industry and irreplaceable 
habitat that leads to quality fishing and hunting. We 
look to Secretary Jewell to play a leading role in    
ensuring that the Interior  Department’s oil and gas 
leasing reforms are carried out in a way that helps us 
achieve that balance." 

Trout Unlimited is the nation’s oldest and largest cold-
water fisheries conservation organization dedicated to 
conserving, protecting and restoring North America’s 
trout and salmon and their watersheds. Follow TU 
on Facebook and Twitter, and visit us online at tu.org. 
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.I start each year by thinking about the one just past. Most New Years I say to myself that I should have  
gotten to the mountains more, should have spent more time on the salt as well. I’d wish I had gone to the 
beach with the kids more, camped more, travelled more and it would have been nice if the stock market had 
been kinder. Not this year. 
 
2013 was a great year. I retired in April, just in time for the trout season, and wet a line every week from 
then until November when I closed the season out with Peter Dubno on the Salmon River.  I had a record 
number of stripers on a fly and although none of them broke any world records, they were each a lot of fun.  
I planned on fluking and blue fishing, black and porgy, but that damn fly rod kept calling me and I ended 
the season with bait in the freezer to be thrown out.  The Catskills this year were especially buggy and fish 
were plentiful.  The March Brown and Iso patterns earned their keep this year. 
 
Here is a sample of the kind of year it was: 
I went up on Thursday, a day early for our annual LITU trip. I met Chuck Neuner in Roscoe and we hung 
out with Dennis at Catskill Flies and then Frank Kutter at his shop. We met some fellows there from Rhode 
Island and sat around talking about fishing and life. Frank had a bunch of books he was selling for a fellow 
and I picked up a 1924 fishing story by John Taintor Foote titled “The Wedding Story.”  Good condition 
with dust jacket. Foote was a local trouter. Chuck wanted to fish the Acid Factory Pool and I had my sights 
on another spot, so we promised to meet up for dinner back at Riverside when his buddy Joe was to arrive. 
I rigged the Loomis 9 foot 4 wt and wore my vest which was bursting with fly boxes, not knowing what the 
day would present. I had two additional boxes – one with flies purchased at Dette’s and Catskill Flies; likely 
patterns. The other box had flies I tied specifically for this trip. March Brown, Iso Emerger, Adams       
parachute and some Sulphur duns.  I put them in my shirt pocket. 
 
I started in the rapids and did well fishing the pockets with the March Brown I tied.  Healthy, strong fish 
between 12 and 14 inches were everywhere.  As I moved further down they became more selective, the   
water being a bit slower; still plenty of fish.  I put on the Iso emerger but I had used a brown rather than  
maroon dubbing and although they came and looked, even the small fish refused it. 
 
I looked at the long flat pool which comes up next and always is tempting but very difficult to fish. I moved 
past it, thinking I’d hit it on the way back, when it was darker.  Before the bend and under the trees there 
were risers. On the water and in the air were Iso’s galore. The stream side rocks were full of their shucks, 
freshly hatched. Some were coming out as I watched; thousands of them all over the place. I made my cast 
under the tree and in succession brought it closer and closer to the bank, finally hanging it in the grass.  A 
quick tug brought it to the water not an inch from the shore. Wham. Taken by a now angry and feisty fish, 
running line off my reel and doing what he could to shake the barbless hook. I gave him side pressure to the 
left and then to the right, brought him in to almost netting range and off he went again shooting           
downstream.  Another few runs and he came in as I backed on to the shallow beach of rocks. He avoided the 
net a few more times and then he was done.  
 
 He had to be 16 inches and fat. Fish of the day, maybe of the week. Wow! 
 
 
(continued next page) 

 

By Tom McCoy 
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I had two more just like him as I worked down the bank. One on the Adams I had tied. I wanted to work my 
way to the end of the stretch by dark and it was getting late, so I left them, still rising. I worked the bend 
which quickly produced a small brown. The sluice below was difficult to present in but I had at least three 
hits and a few refusals before I walked to the far pool, skipping all the water in between. 
 
I crossed without a problem, the water being not low but not high either. My new studded boots helped a 
lot. I picked up a few fish at the head of the pool, one on the sulphur I tied. Three out of the four flies caught 
fish which made me feel much better about my fly tying.   
 
I walked down below the pyramid rock and sat watching for rises to begin. It was about 6:30. Another     
fellow came by and worked the pool below me hooking a significant fish. About 7:30 the rises came. Not 
many but enough to get me up off the stack of rocks I was sequestered on. I put on a Slate Drake from  
Catskill Flies and waited.  
 
Across the stream and behind a rock a good fish rose. It was a difficult place to get a fly, especially without 
dragging it. I measured my line with a few shorter casts and then let it go to where he was. It landed softly 
and began its drift. After less than a foot the fish smashed it and immediately turned and thrashed. He was a 
good one.  
 
He ran around the rock between us and broke off. Whew. I have to say, getting him on the hook was         
satisfaction enough for me. In the net would have been nice, but not critical to the thrill of feeling him on. 
 
There were a few more rises but no blitz developed, no hatch or spinner fall to bring them up.  I               
remembered telling Chuck I’d meet him for dinner and began the walk out. I later came to realize that this 
was probably the most productive day of fishing I had ever had this side of the Mississippi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Celebrate winter's frozen splendor in New York State! Hundreds of hiking trails on state lands take cross-
country skiers, snowshoers, fishermen and those seeking the sublime silence of walking through pristine 
winter woods past breathtaking scenery. Head on out to one of the great spots described below. Please note 
that without snowshoes or skis, hiking in deep snow can make even an "easy" hike very difficult. A good 
web site to consult before heading out is http://www.dec.ny.gov . Be sure to look at the Hikers Safety Tips 
too. 
 
New York City's Central Park 
In the heart of Manhattan, Central Park is one of the most         
enchanting places to enjoy a snowy winter day. This 800-acre 
swath of trees, meadows, streams, lakes and ponds is an inspiring 
combination of architecture and landscape design, with a          
surprising variety of natural habitats. A wonderful place for 
cross-country skiing, Central Park offers beautiful scenery for 
snow  lovers. There is even good fishing for pumpkin seeds and 
blue gills in the parks lakes and ponds. 
 

The best places to ski are the Sheep Meadow, the Great Lawn 
and the park's other large meadows. Hike the park's 90-acre North Woods or 38-acre Ramble to evoke the      
feeling of woods in the midst of a metropolis. As you explore them, it's easy to forget you're in one of the 
world's most populous cities.  
 
Willowemoc Wild Forest 

Livingston Manor (Sullivan County) 
Lose yourself in the natural beauty of snow-covered rolling hills 
and forest in this southwest corner of the Catskill Park. Enjoy 
more than 40 miles of trails on cross-country skis or snowshoes, 
and take time to visit picturesque Waneta Lake.  Long Pond Trail 
is particularly good for youngsters and beginners, and the foot 
trails from the Frick Pond trailhead are especially suited to cross-
country skiing. Snowmobiles are allowed on some of the trails, 
particularly Quick Lake Trail, so take care when cross-country 
skiing. Most of the hilly but gentle trails originate from old     
logging roads. Be sure to consider snow depth and trail length 
when choosing a route to match your abilities.  

 
Five Rivers Environmental Education Center 
New Scotland (Albany County) 
Each winter, thousands travel to this popular nature center near Albany to hike, snowshoe or cross-country 
ski around its 450 acres of snowy fields, towering trees, icy streams and frozen ponds. Guided and self-
guided tours take you through scenic natural settings, where encounters with fascinating wild creatures are a 
routine occurrence. The center lends snowshoes to adults and children taking the learn-to-snowshoe        
programs. Snowshoe rentals for use on the grounds are available for others. The trails are Woodchips, gravel 
and asphalt, and are NOT cleared of snow in winter. Easy to moderate. Some trails are considered           
accessible; however, once again, snow is not cleared.  
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Can Ice Fishing Make The Winter Go By Quicker? 

Many anglers put away their gear, hang up their rods and stay indoors during the cold, long, dark months of 
winter, just counting the days until they can get back out to their favorite river or stream. I sometimes feel 
sorry for these folks, as the winter months do indeed have so much to offer. Fishing rivers and streams is 
absolutely one of them. However, this doesn’t sound particularly appealing to many anglers.   

It may have to do with the fact that you’re standing in the     
middle of an ice cold river pursuing fish that can be tricky to 
catch even when the conditions are ideal.  There is, however, 
maybe a slightly more appealing way to fish in the winter.     
Instead of standing IN the water, why not stand ON it?   
 

That’s right, Ice Fishing. Ice fishing CAN make the cold days of 
winter go by much faster - as long as you are prepared  and 
dressed properly for it.  In fact, after ice out in April there are 
actually some anglers that are already looking forward to the 
next December when ponds start to freeze over ! 
 

Ice fishing usually starts in Mid-December and ends around 
Mid-March (depending on the weather). That means there’s about three months of fishing to be had out on 
the hardwater.  Whether it’s pike that gets your heart pounding,  a big bruiser of a lake trout, or even a pail 
full of yellow perch,  there is a species and method to suit your desire.   

 

Ice anglers typically use a combination of tip-ups and jig 
sticks to target these fish.  Jig sticks are more or less   
miniature fishing rods usually consisting of a light action 
rod and a light spinning reel, with line ranging anywhere 
from 2lb to 20lb test. Lures and baits used on these rods can 
be anywhere from a tiny 1/32oz jig tipped with a maggot to 
a 4 or 5oz jigging spoon with an entire smelt hooked on. 
Many anglers prefer to use only jig sticks when targeting 
yellow perch and other panfish because it allows them to 
stay mobile, following a school around and consistently 
catching fish 
 

Tip-ups on the other hand consist of a set line, usually 
baited with a minnow or night crawler. More frequently  

tip-ups are used when pursuing larger game fish such as trout and pike. These baits can be placed anywhere 
from a few inches under the ice to a few inches off the bottom and everywhere in between. When a fish 
takes one of these baits and begins to swim away, the spool begins to turn which then sets off a flag alerting 
the angler that they have a fish. The angler then pulls the tip-up out of the hole and pulls the fish in by 
hand. Knowing how and when to use these two methods alone or combined will help keep you catching fish 
throughout the winter and give you the fix you need. 
 
(Continued on next page) 12 
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(Continued from page 12) 
 
Let’s start with jigging. A rod with a length between about 
16 and say 26 inches with a medium or medium-light action 
will get the job done. Having a spinning reel spooled with 
anywhere from 4lb-8lb test is a good all-around strength as 
well. As for lures, you really don’t need a whole lot, it de-
pends more on what you are targeting. Having said that,  
Hali Jigs, Swedish Pimples and Kastmasters are three of the 
most common and effective jigs for the winter season.     
Hali Jigs are typically used for smaller species of fish but 
Swedish Pimples and Kastmasters have a size to suit any 
need, from smelt to northern pike, they each have a size that 
will work.  
 
Tipping these jigs is very important. Maggots are probably the most common bait used to tip lures during 
the ice fishing season although perch eyes, fillets of minnows and even Gulp Artificial baits can produce 
consistent strikes as well.  

 
Locating fish is the real challenge. However, once you find 
them, these species tend to hold in schools. These schools of 
fish are frequently found near drop offs, weed beds and 
sometimes suspended below schools of baitfish 
 
Now lets move on to tip-ups. There are dozens of different 
brands and styles. Everyone has their personal favorite. 
Never-the-less, all tip-ups have the same purpose, which is 
to catch fish. When setting up tip-ups there are a few things 
to keep in mind.   
 
Setting up a series of tip-ups in rows will help you produce 
more action. A straight line perpendicular to the shoreline 

will allow you to cover different depths. Often, one depth is going to produce more fish on a given day 
(depending on water temperatures). This means that one tip-up will produce more strikes than the others. 
Once you have found which hole is producing, you can then place more tip-ups in another lineperpendicular 
to that specific hole allowing more tip-ups to be set at that  “magic” depth.  Using this method on a day 
when the fishing is slow can turn a 2- fish day into a multi- fish day.   
 
Locations for tip-ups depend directly upon what kinds of fish you are after. Pike are typically caught in 2 to 
15 feet of water near or on weed beds and drop- offs.  Rainbow Trout (if regulations allow), can be caught 
in 18 inches of water on sandy or rocky bottoms, and Lake Trout can be caught in depths over 80 feet of 
water or on the bottom 
 
So for all you anglers hanging out on your couches waiting for spring, why wait?  You don’t need to break 
the bank to get started ice fishing and it could end up being your favorite way to spend the winters.  If 
you’ve got any questions, I suggest you call one of the local shops in the area where you’re interested in 
fishing.. Better yet, if you want to really get a feel for it, book a trip with an experienced guide and let 
THEM show you all that is needed to experience a fun winter on the ice. 
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Ice Fishing can be a very fun outdoor activity, especially when done safely. Simple things can be done to 
have a fun, safe outing. For example, if there is snow on the ice, look for fresh footprints from others. This 
is an easy indicator that the ice is usually safe for walking.  
 

Some cold facts about ice: 
 

New ice is usually stronger then old ice. Four inches of clear, newly formed ice may support one person 
on foot, while a foot or more of old, partially thawed ice may not. 
 

Ice seldom freezes uniformly. It may be a foot thick in one location, but only an inch or two just a few feet 
away.  
 

Ice formed over flowing water and currents is often dangerous. This is especially true near streams, 
bridges, and culverts. Also, the ice in the outside of river bends is usually weaker due to the undermining 
effects of the faster current. 
 

The insulating effect of snow slows down the freezing process. The extra weight also reduces how much 
weight the ice sheet can support. The ice near the shore can also be weaker then the ice that is further out. 
 

“Booming” and cracking ice isn’t necessarily dangerous. It only means the the ice is expanding and  
contracting as the temperature changes. 
 

Schools of fish or flocks of waterfowl can also adversely affect the relative safety of ice. The movement 
of fish can bring warm water up from  the bottom of the lake. In the past, this has opened holes in the ice 
causing snowmobiles and cars to break through. 
 
General Guidelines For New, Clear Ice Only 

2” or less, STAY OFF ! 
 
4” Ice fishing or other activities on foot. 
 
5” Snowmobile or ATV. 
 
8” - 12” Car or small pick up. 
 
12” - 15 ‘ Medium pick up truck. 
 
Note: These guidelines are for new, solid, 
clear ice only. Many factors other than    
thickness can cause ice to be unsafe. 
 

White ice or "snow ice" is only about half as strong as new clear ice. Double the above thickness guidelines 
when traveling on white ice.  
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This page provides information on sporting license changes taking effect on February 1, 2014. Changes  
include reduced fees, reduced number of licenses, changes to valid license dates and more. If you have 

questions, please contact New York State D.E.C at  fwinfo@gw.dec.state.ny.us  
 

Fishing License 
Comparison of Current Fishing License Information and Changes Starting February 1  

 

Annual License 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 Day License 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marine Registry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Current 
Purchases Through January 31 

Change 
Purchases Beginning February 1 

Valid October 1 – September 30 Valid one full year (365 days) from 
date of purchase 

$29.00 (Resident) $25 (resident, ages 16-69*) 

$70.00 (Non-resident) $50 (nonresident) 

Current 
Purchases Through January 31 

Change 
Purchases Beginning February 1 

$15.00 (Resident) $13 (resident, ages 16-69*) 

$35.00 (Non-resident) $31 (nonresident) 

Current 
Purchases Through January 31 

Change 
Purchases Beginning February 1 

Valid January 1 - December 31 Valid one full year (365 days) from 
date of registration  

No Fee (resident and Non-resident) Remains as no fee 
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Peter Dubno at Altmar on the Salmon River 11-1-13 Tom McCoy at Altmar on the Salmon River 11-1-13 

Peter Dubno, Church Pool, Farmington River, 12/28/13 Tom Cooleen at Altmar Bridge 12-7-13 

Rich Cosgrove Below Altmar Bridge, Salmon River 12-7-13 Peter Dubno with a nice brown 11-8-13 


