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Happy New Year to all!  
 

My thanks to everyone who attended our 
annual holiday gathering and brought 
something to share, the food was delicious. 
Also thanks to Felicia Harz, our guest bar-

tender, and our guest fly tiers for making the evening festive, entertaining and interest-
ing - it passed by so quickly.   
 

If you haven’t figured it out already we are changing the January meeting from the 
usual 3rd Tuesday of the month to the 4th, January 22nd.  It will also be held in the 
larger room at the VFW to accommodate the expected crowd to meet and hear Ed 
Engle on “Catching Difficult Trout.”  In addition we will have his books on sale 
and he has agreed to autograph them for you. There will also be a special raffle with 
big prizes including an Orvis fly rod, a Ross Reel and two baskets of fly tying materi-
als, one freshwater and one salt, not to mention the sign in raffle  which is free to all 
who attend. Please plan on coming and bring a friend or two.  
 

I am looking forward to our up coming LITU/Orvis Day in February, we will need 
some volunteers. We will be hosting two casting clinics this year again with the first 
one on February 23rd at Caleb Smith State Park and March 1st at Connetquot State 
Park.  
 

The Somerset Fly Fishing show is in late January and we will have some discount tick-
ets available at the January general meeting. In February, Connetquot will re-open for 
catch and release fishing. In March we will be looking to continue the stream survey 
in Oyster Bay watershed and let’s not forget the Banquet quickly coming up on April 
18th. The banquet committee has already had a couple of meetings; we are always 
looking for banquet ideas and raffle items (see pg. 4). I hope to see you all at the meet-
ing. Until then - let’s remember to do what we can to Educate, Conserve, Protect and 
Restore!    Tight Lines.        Bob Lutz                                                   

 

 
T.U. 

PHILOSOPHY 
 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communin g  w i th 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license 
is a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
f i s h e r y .   I t ' s 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
f i s h e r m a n  i s 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
f ishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 

January 2008 

 

Vol. 35, # 5 

 

Next meeting:  

Tuesday, January 22nd  
at 7:30 PM 

Come and meet Ed Engle -  
Author, Columnist and Guide speak on  

“Catching Difficult Trout” 
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                                                                                     MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
ACT NOW  or sent to a friend! 

 
 YES!   Please begin my membership in Trout 

Unlimited at the Special Introductory rate of 
$17.50 (regularly $35). I understand my dues pay-
ment entitles me to all regular membership bene-
fits, including a ID card, TU decal, quarterly issues 
of Trout  Magazine, as well as membership in  
Chapter 069 - The Long Island Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited (LITU). 
 
Name: ____________________________ 
Address: __________________________ 
City: ______________ St: ___Zip: ______ 
Email: ____________________________ 
Phone: ___________________________  
  
METHOD OF PAYMENT -  __ Check enclosed or  
Credit Card: __ VISA  __ MC  __ AMEX 
#____________________________________ 
Expiration Date:  ___/___  
Signature:_____________________________ 
 
Mail to : 

Sol Harz,53 Islip Blvd, Islip, NY 11751 
 

     Call for more information (631) 581 8173 

 
Meetings usually at 7:30 on the 3rd Tuesday  

BUT… January ‘08 is on the 4th Tuesday 
Hicksville VFW Hall 

320 South Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 
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Join TU using this form and be  
entered in our annual New Member  

Raffle   

Paumonok 
Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos and 
articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. Please send 
material for publication, advertising inquiries and comments 
to the Editor:  

Tom McCoy, 97 Eatons Neck Road, Northport, NY 11768 
tfm97@optonline.net 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Bob Lutz (516) 473-9910 
Vice President: Jay Mooney (516) 659 3202 
Secretary: Peter Harris (631) 421 4876 
Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385 8655 
Editor: Tom McCoy (631) 327 1201 
Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 
Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 
Membership: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 
may not be reprinted without prior permission. 

Jan 2 Directors  Meeting, Marriott Residence Inn 
Plainview —  7:30 PM  

**1st WEDNESDAY** 

Jan 22 General Meeting,  7:30 PM 
This month only the meeting will be 

on the 4th Tuesday 

 Ed Engle will be speaking on 
“Catching Difficult Trout” 

Jan 26—28 Somerset Fly Fishing Show 
Discount Tickets Available at  

January Meeting 

Feb 7 Directors  Meeting, Marriott Residence Inn 
Plainview —  7:30 PM  

**1st WEDNESDAY** 

Feb 20 General Meeting,  7:30 PM 
**3rd TUESDAY**  

 Go to  
www.LongIslandTU.org  

for a more complete calendar 
And much more 
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Massapequa Preserve Progress—LITU was represented 
at the Friends of Massapequa Preserve meeting on No-
vember 29th to hear representatives from Nassau 
County’s Department of Public Works explain the 
multi-year, $6 million stream enhancement and pond 
restoration project.  Scheduled to begin in the spring, 
this massive project will involve temporary closings of 
portions of the Preserve and partial dredging of some of 
the ponds  and streams. The bike path will be torn up 
and completely rebuilt as well.  They also discussed Nas-
sau County’s proposal to transfer the entire preserve to 
the Town of Oyster Bay and the impact this will have 
on the preserve and those who currently use it.  
 

Conservation Committee and volunteers. Last month 
an editorial appeared in this space asking for volunteers 
for the Stream Conservation Committee. Jeff has re-
ceived three emails to date from willing members and 
we still need more. Please drop him a line at 
jcplackis@optonline.net if you are interested in being 
part of this vital group. Members will organize the 
stream survey and represent LITU at various watershed 
committees. Want to know if there is a watershed 
committee in your town? Contact Jeff. 

 

Help stop the spread of inva-
sive plants and viruses: 

 
CHECK - your boots and boats before leaving a 
stream and remove any obvious clumps of algae 
and dirt. Leave them at the site. 
 

CLEAN - Soak and scrub all items for at least 
one minute in either hot water, a 2% solution of 
bleach or 5% solution of dishwashing soap.  
 

DRY - Let your gear dry for 48 hours before 
using in another water way.  
 

For more info go to www.nysctu.org 

Cabin Fever?  
Check out the Catskill Fly Fishing Cen-

ter and Museum - www.cffcm.net 

LITU  
Hats, Tees  

Jackets and more… 
For sale at monthly meetings.  

 
See or call  Peter Harris - (631) 421 4876 

 

The water belongs  
to the future 

but the health of  
the rivers and streams  
belongs to everyone 

Sent in by Boyd Shockley 

Visit our Website at: 
www.LongIslandTU.org  

DEC Summer Camp 
 
Know a kid age 12 to 17?  
 

 The Chapter is looking for applicants for 
the  Henry Prussen Jr. Scholarship for Young 
Adults, 12 to 17 years old, to attend the NYS 
DEC Environmental Education Summer 
Camps next summer. As of press time the dates 
for the summer of 2008 have not been made 
public but you can explore the DEC's website 
http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/
education/edcamps.html  
for more information. If you have a worthy 
candidate please call Bob Lutz (631) 643-4709 
or see him at the meeting. The applications 
must be submitted by early February so get 
your applicant’s name in as soon as possible. 

 
Must be in by January 15, 2008 
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AMNH’s YouthCAN Conference — YouthCaN is a youth run 
organization that uses technology to inspire, connect and edu-
cate people worldwide about environmental issues. Through a 
network of conferences, activities and events we unite environ-
mentally active youth to exchange ideas about the environment 
and empower others to make a difference in their own commu-
nities. This year’s conference at the American Museum of Natu-
ral History will be on April 7, 2008.  It is a chance for your 
students to share their environmental project or learn about 
projects from all over the country.  It is quite an opportu-
nity!  To learn more and register, http://
www.youthcanworld.org/confs/nycconf/ycnycconfhome.html.  

 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Loop Reels  
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Columbia - Cortland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to Mongolia.” 
  

Richard Siberry 
The Camp-Site Sports Shop 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 

 The River Restoration Monitoring Committee of the  
Gulf of Maine Council is pleased to announce the publi-
cation of the Stream Barrier Removal Monitoring Guide. 
The Guide provides a framework of critical monitoring 
parameters for use at dam and culvert removal sites in 
their watershed. When analyzed collectively, the eight pa-
rameters will allow restoration practitioners to document 
the physical, chemical and biological effects of stream bar-
rier removal. To see a copy go to http://gulfofmaine.org/
streambarrierremoval 

If this interests you why not volunteer for LITU’s stream 
restoration committee?  

Contact Jeff Plackis at jcplackis@optonline.net 

Banquet Donation Time 
 

How about providing (or soliciting) one or 
more of these items? All donations will be ac-
knowledged and all donors that attend the ban-
quet will receive 15 free Bucket Raffle Tick-
ets! It’s a great way to support TU and the 
trout! 
 
New or Slightly Used Fishing Tackle (No Garage 
Sale Items)• Hand Tied Flies • Original Art or 
Prints • Craft Items • Gift Certificates from: Ameri-
can Express, Simon Mall, Orvis, L.L. Bean, Ca-
bela’s, Fly Shop, Car Detail, Full Service Oil 
Change • Professional Sports Events Tickets • 
Sports Memorabilia • Theatre Tickets • 1 or 2 
nights at a Hotel or a B & B • Electronics such as: 
Flat Screen Television, DVD/VCR Player, CD/
Tape Player,  AM/FM Radio, Phones, Microwave 
Oven, Cappuccino/Espresso Machine • Power 
Tools • Restaurant Certificates (Buy one and ask 
the Restaurant to match the donation) • Lotto 
Scratch Cards • Bottles of Wine and Liquor • Case 
of Beer with Cooler • Spa or Salon Gift Certificates 
for Massage, Nails, Waxing • Luggage • Gift Bas-
kets: of your own choosing and inspiration • Jewelry 
• Men’s or Ladies’ Watch • OR ANYTHING YOU 
THINK WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO OUR 
MEMBERS, THEIR SPOUSES, FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY.  

 

This is our annual fund raiser so 
please chip in!  

 

If you see one of these you’d like to donate, 
please call before someone else does: Peter 

Dubno (516 764-0412) or Boyd Shockley 
(516 433-3968) 

 
LITU Annual Banquet -  

April 18, 2008 

Under the heading of weird things you read 

about: Peter Dubno came across in the Oct 15th 

Sports Illustrated’s “Sign of the Apocalypse” news tid-
bits: “A fisherman in Sommerset, England, has re-
quested in his will that his friends use his remains as 
bait.” Now that’s a dedicated fisherman looking to get 
the last bite! 
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Your Board of Directors, Past Presidents  
Committee Chairs and Volunteers:  

 
From the left: Paul Lehmann - Dir & Past VP, Bob 
Lutz - Pres., Boyd Shockley - Past Pres., Webmaster & 
Banquet Committee Co Chair, Peter Dubno - Past 
Pres. & Banquet Committee Co Chair, Sol Harz - Past 
Pres., Membership Chair & Publisher, Jeff Plackis - 
Past Pres. & Conservation Committee Chair, Tom 
Loproto - Treasurer, Nick Groudas - Volunteer, John 
Fischer - Past Pres. & Trout in the Classroom Chair, 
Tony Jones - Dir & Film Librarian, Rick Lewis - Dir, 
Bob Staudt - Volunteer & Coffee Maker , Scott Beck - 
Dir. ; Sitting: Jay Mooney VP, Peter Harris Secr., Mer-
chandise & Mentoring Chairs, Tom McCoy Dir. & 
Editor, Sean Gannon Past Dir & NYSCTU Rep, Mark 
Gilman (missing) Dir.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LITU Mentoring Program 
 
I hate to walk into a strange room for the 
first time.  If you are like me and have not 
been to a meeting - this is for you. Peter Har-
ris chairs the Mentoring Committee whose 
mission it is to make you feel more comfortable 
when you come to your first meeting. He will 
greet you and introduce you to other folks in 
the room. He will buddy you up with an active 
member who can explain the meeting format, 
fill you in on the activities and introduce you 
to the rest of us. Just ask for Pete Harris when 
you arrive. 



6 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our annual Holiday Meeting was well attended and the 
food was superb from John Fischer’s steelhead to Jeff’s 
venison meatballs to Ed Ciano’s (Peggy’s really) pineap-
ple upside down cake. Felicia Harz was once again our 
guest bartender and Sol and Paul McCain offered fly ty-
ing tips along with Rick Lewis.  Rick also was the lucky 
winner of the St. Croix Legend Ultra 864 Fly Rod.  
 
For those of you who didn’t make it please mark your 
calendars for January 22 as we are having a special meet-
ing  with guest speaker Ed Engle, a Colorado based au-
thor, columnist and guide who will be signing books and 
making his most popular presentation, “Catching Diffi-
cult Trout.” You won’t want to miss it - and be sure to 
bring a buddy. We will also have a special raffle with an 
Orvis Rod, a Ross Reel and two baskets of fly tying ma-
terials.   

 
      See you there! 

 
   

NYS Council of TU Announces:  
 

Trout Waters Youth Camp 
 

14 to 17 years old? 
Want to learn how to fly fish for trout? 

 
Each day campers will learn  the skills needed to be a successful 
fly fisher—casting, tying, reading the water, stream etiquette and 
safety as well as trips to famed Catskill rivers and highlights. Lo-
cated at the Viking Resort near Hale Eddy by the West Branch of 
the Delaware River, they will learn about the NYC water sys-
tem’s history, visit a dam, go on guided fishing trips, visit the 
Catskill hatchery and the museum.  
 
Space is limited and application must include an essay  as well as 
a reference.  
 
Contact Kurt Nelson at avkurt@mac.com or call 607 798 9624 if 
interested. Deadline for applications is April 15, 2008. 
 
Cost for the week is $300 

 

New Fly Tying Group 
A new group of tyers has started in Northport. Contact 
Dave Flanagan at Northport Rod and Reel for next 

date - info@northportrodnreel.com 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 

Big Eyed Lucky Strike 
 

Tied by Paul McCain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul constantly is looking for new patterns to tie and 
came across one called the Lucky Strike in an old fly 
fishing magazine. He decided to improve on it a little 
and added, what else, a Big Eye!  
 

Here is the recipe:  
 

 Hook: Saltwater 1/0 to 4/0 
 Thread: White flat waxed 
 Tail: Tuft or soft fur 
 Body: Corsair Tubing 
 Belly: Stiff white hair 
 Gill: Red yarn 
 Wing: Layers of stiff hair in different colors            
 (Black and White in this case)  
 Cheeks and Eyes: Painted eyes on flank feathers 
 

Come and watch Paul and others tie at  
our Monthly meetings 

 
More flies at www.lifr.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Early Notice - Mark Your Calendars 
 

Spring Casting Clinics to be held  on: 
Feb. 23rd at Caleb Smith SP 
March 1st at Connetquot SP 
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 Please Patronize Our Friends and Supporters 
 

 Bob’s Canoe Rentals on the Nissequogue  - (631) 269 9761 - www.canoerentalslongisland.com 
 Bradley Custom Fly Reels - www.firbrookflies.com, (845) 439 4046 , Rich & Barb Bradley  
 C&C Printing  -  (631) 277-0417 
 Capt. Brett Greco – Fly Fishing Guide MT & FL, www.grecosonthefly.com, (406) 640 2627 
 Camp-Site Sport Shop  - campsiteLI@aol.com , (631) 271 4969, Richard Siberry 
 Charles Neuner  - Fine Hand Crafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods, (631) 598 3863 
 Fins to Feathers Ltd. Taxidermy  - (516) 847 0087,  Rich 
 Glacier Bay Sports - Kayak Rental - Northport (631) 262 9116 
 Hooks & Brooks Guide Service  - www.ny-fishingguide.com, (631) 589 0065, Mark Malenovsky 
 J&T Fly Rods - www.jtrods.com,  (516) 221 5599,  Jay Mooney - Making bamboo...affordable 
 Long Island Flyrodders – Meet 1st Tuesday @ VFW 55 Hickory Lane, Levittown @ 7:30, www.lifr.org 
 Massage Therapy  - (631) 585 4855, Jane Ferlise 
 Northport Rod and Reel - (631) 368 7335 - Bait, tackle  & friendly advice - Dave Flanagan  
 Orvis Greenvale  -  www.orvis.com/intro.asp?subject=546, (516) 484 1860, Dean Tsantilas 
 Powers & Marshall  - Real Estate Analysts & Consultants, (516) 248 5511, Ted Powers 
 RiverBay Flyfishing Outfitters  - www.riverbayflyfishing.com , (631) 842 2880 

 
 
 
 
 
Sean Gannon was out west in October and ran into some 
nice fish. He worked the Madison, Missouri around 
Craig MT and Depuys Creek as well as Hegben Lake 
just below the 191 bridge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ed Ciano and his wife Peggy were working the salt off 
of Montauk when Peggy brought in this monster. 
 

Want to be Published? 
 

Rob Longsworth and Rick Bannerot are solicit-
ing stories about your first fish on a fly, most 
memorable fish or unique experience while fly 

fishing.  
This is your chance to be published by the 
Catskill Fly Fishing Center and Museum. 

 

Deadline is February 29, 2008.  
For more information contact the CFFCM at 

www.cffcm.net 
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 Tuesday, January 22nd at 7:30 PM 
 

Come and meet Ed Engle 
Colorado Author, Columnist and Guide speak 

on 

“Catching Difficult Trout” 
 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER 

PROMPTLY 

 
Email Subscribers - See page 9 -10 for: 

 

 

Durango and the Los Pinos 
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This month only! 
 

January Meeting is 
on 4th Tuesday  

 
 

Hicksville VFW 
Hall 

320 So. Broadway,  
Hicksville, NY 
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Durango and Los Pinos by Tom McCoy 

 
The four of us arrived in Durango and checked in at the fly shop. They told us to head north to the Purgatory Ski area and 
take the road up the mountain to Hernandez Creek for Brookies, lots of them. The drive was vertical and on a dirt road. As 
we crested the mountain a valley opened up, a huge meadow with a meandering stream running through it. We drove to a 
likely turn off and came upon two fellows, a guide and his client from, where else, New Jersey. The guide came over,  intro-
duced himself and gave us an orientation to the area. 
 “Cross over the stream and head up as far as you care to walk then fish your way down. Ants or small stimulators 

will do  the trick.” 
Nice guy. We ate the rest of the bread and cheese for lunch and headed 
out.  I guess we were at 10 or 11,000 feet.  Jerry and I  fished the near 
water as the other two went further upstream. We agreed to meet back 
at the car at 4 PM. I left Jerry at a good looking turn in the river and 
went up a bit more. The stream was smaller than Massapequa Creek. It 
ran through this meadow, twisting and turning, but at most any point 
you could step across it. I put on a small stimulator and had a few rises 
to it but not a take. They were selective in that they only rose once. I 
switched to a foam ant and hooked one immediately. The reason for 
the previous misses became clear. The hook was too big. These were 
tiny Brookies; 4 to 6 inches with a few up to 8”. The stream and back 
waters were loaded with them. I fished my way down to Jerry who had 

barely moved and was pulling out fish after fish with a big smile. 
We were expecting Barry and Dan to come up behind us but they were not anywhere in sight. We 
fished our way back to the car.  Jerry headed in while I fished the downstream water. The fishing 
was as good or better with the stream gaining a little size as it wound through a grove of tall pines. 
There were signs of camp fires here and there. What a beautiful place to camp under the stars. 5 
PM and still no sign of the others but I headed back. They arrived at the car as I did, having had a 
great time as well. We had plenty of daylight left and decided to try one of the other streams the 
fly shop told us about that was not too far, Cascade Creek. 
 

It was just North of Purgatory and there was a dirt road that followed it up. We got out and took a look. It reminded me of 
the East Branch of the Ausable as it crosses the road to the ADK Loj, filled with large boulders and rushing water, with no 
pools to speak of; tough fishing with the beautiful roar of water all around you. We drove up a bit more and came across a 
water conduit of some kind that must have been built at the beginning of the last century. All wood construction and filled 
with flowing water. Farther on, the road ended and the river increased in elevation. We decided we had done enough for the 
day and headed back to town. At the gas station we met a young fellow who moved here from Iowa years ago and never 
looked back. He told us of the Brookies in Cascade but that it was a good hike to get to them.  I made a mental note for the 
next time I am in the area. 
 

On Thursday, which would be our last day on the water together for a while, we decided to maximize our time by hiring a 
guide. No boats, just someone who could choose a stream, point out the best waters and suggest what to use. I think the 
guy’s name was Mark but he looked like a Slim. He was a tall, wiry cowboy type. He suggested a few places to go, among 
them an opportunity to fish some private water on the Pine River. I didn’t remember seeing a Pine River on the map and 
asked:    “How far?” 

“40 minutes is all but there is a rod fee of $50 each.” 
             I asked “How much water? 

“Enough for the three of you.” (Barry went sight seeing to Mesa Verde.) 
“How crowded?” 
“Only you.” 
 

Sounded like a great opportunity to see some river we couldn’t otherwise get to. We all jumped on the idea and we were off. 
Los Pinos was the river (The Pine in Spanish) and it runs out of the Vallecito Reservoir, a tail water fishery with plenty of 
cold water. As we drove toward the river, the remnants of the Mission Ridge fire of a few years back were apparent every-
where. It was quite a burn. There were houses which survived with the fire line less than 100 yards from their doors. Slim 
told us that before the fire the Pinos had the largest rainbows in the county. He mentioned the unbelievable size of 10 
pounds. 

 “But the fire changed all that.” 
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The river had suffered from muddy runoff for the years since the fire and its habitat was not supportive of the fish. It was 
restored and restocked and they seem to be doing well with some good size bows, but he assured us that we wouldn’t be 
pulling any 10 pounders out. We drove in through the gate and past the owner’s home where Slim gave him a wave. A 
beautiful log home and another further on which was the guest cottage; not sure how many acres, but enough so that we 
were no where near the road as we pulled along side the river. Runs, riffles, pools and falls; beautiful! The setting was like 
the Ponderosa with a trout stream. 
 

The guide sent me upstream to fish pocket water and what he called “pillows.” That is where the water bulges around a 
large rock in the stream. He said a drag free drift up to and over the “pillow“ would be a sure thing.  Dan went down 
stream and Jerry took the near water. The bank was very steep leaving little room to walk and the stream was deep right 
from the bank, filled with large boulders. I crept along flipping an “irresistible” 
into every pocket I saw and once in a while out to a pillow. Nothing. All was 
quiet. I wasn’t discouraged as it was early and the hatches of the day had not 
even thought of beginning yet. The scenery was tranquil while the water rushed 
by with its soothing drone. I got to a small waterfall and sat on a comfortable 
round topped rock which was just downstream of the back water of the fall. I 
could see it was deep, 4 – 5 feet at least. I took off my vest, reached for one of 
the granola bars in the pocket and just sat watching the water swirl. After a bit, 
I flipped my fly into the back water current and watched it move up, around 
and then into the fall. Trout are almost always in such places to pick off the 
bugs that get caught in the wash, but nothing. I flipped again and again, barely 
disturbing the water as I sat immediately above where I was fishing. Only the leader was extended from the rod. In vari-
ous spots the fly moved differently. In some the current brought it quickly into the fall and downstream. In others it just 
sat as if it were never going to move again. I eventually hit the place were it would drift nicely up through the pool of  
back water and then gently move into the current. When it did, I thought I saw a flash.  I did it again and wham! The 
trout took the fly with a violent strike. I did not even have to set the hook which was fortunate since I was really unpre-
pared. He ran downstream and then out into the current. I managed to bring him back in toward shore and grabbed my 
net from the vest which was hanging on a branch, a beefy 14 inch rainbow. 

 

Encouraged, I fished the waterfall a little more and then moved on upstream. After 
a while, Slim came by and I told him of my catch. I saw that he was surprised that 
I had not come into more fish. He showed me a run in mid stream and asked if I 
could manage a cast into it such that it would float, drag free, down through the 
chute at the end of it, just before the water fall of my earlier victory. I said I’d try. 
He waded with me out into the current which was very strong and I braced myself 
against a rock, actually standing in its “pillow.” I made my cast and it was right 
on. I mended and mended again and just as I was about to retrieve, the fish hit. 
He was as startled as I and headed down toward that water fall. Slim looked on 
with a smile that changed to a grimace as he thought the fish was going to make it 
over the falls. I tightened down the drag a bit and finally had to take a chance of a 
break off and freeze the reel. It worked. He turned upstream and over to the near 
bank where Slim was waiting for him with a net. It was another nice 14” rainbow. 
 

My faith in Slim grew a bit but as sometimes happens, none of us really took to 
him. Maybe it was his shyness or lack of demonstrable excitement. Or maybe the 
guides we had earlier in the week were more personable. 
But really I think it was because we were all still recover-
ing from the two days on the San Juan. With the size 
and number of those fish, this was anti climatic. Per-
haps we should have saved the San Juan for the end of 

the trip. 
 

It was an amazing week with fish, scenery and companionship. We drove back to Denver on 
Friday, up the Million Dollar Highway and through Gunnison. Colorado is such a large and 
open land; river after river and mountain after mountain of awesome beauty. Passes that are 
more exciting than any carnival ride and nature at its finest. Even as we approached the city 
lights we were paralleling the South Platt and close enough to wet a line. I have always said 
that some day I want to spend a year in this state, just to get to know it better; maybe some-
day. 


