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Dear Conservationists and Fishermen, 
 
Last month, we had Evan Bottcher and Matt De-
lorenzo from the Hungry Trout talking about the 

AuSable and Salmon Rivers. These two talented guides told us about the thrills of fishing in 
the Adirondacks - mountain lakes filled with aggressive 14” native brookies, classic pocket 
water streams blended with meandering still stretches, and tiny tribs where you could hook 
hundreds of  lil’ natives in the day. Check out hungrytrout.com to learn more about this Shan-
gri La in our own New York. What a great presentation. 
 I was finally able to squeeze out a day of fishing this winter. For the river I chose an 
intimate tributary of the Saugatuck River in Connecticut (Hawley’s Brook), as well as the Sau-
gatuck itself. After a month of hard work, it became a personal day, just the river and me. I 
was rewarded with three fish in three hours – not bad! For those of you wanting to get out 
there, remember that the East Branch of the Croton River, the Trout Management Areas 
(TMAs) in Connecticut, and the Connetquot River on Long Island, are all open year round (all 
other rivers in CT are open until March 1). Remember to check the weather forecast for a 
bump in warm temperatures, look for the deep pools (not every pocket), and check the 
stream flows before venturing out (our website longislandtu.org has the flows for the Con-
netquot). It would be great to see some fresh fishing pictures on our facebook site! 
 Be sure to keep checking the website for updates. We have a number of cleanups, 
plantings and stream improvements coming up, partnering with neighbors in the New York 
City and Art Flick chapters and the DEC. There will be plenty to do for the conservationists 
who want to get their feet wet and volunteer for an afternoon – rivers will include Alley Pond 
Park in Queens, the Croton River, and the Carlls River.  Our work on the north shore of Nassau 
county (Welwyn Preserve and Oyster Bay watershed) is moving along, so stay tuned! 
 If you haven’t yet purchased a raffle ticket for Chuck Neuner’s amazing bamboo rod, 

please go to our homepage, longislandtu.org, for a description and to place an order for tick-

ets online, or go to page 5 of the newsletter for more information. Don’t miss a chance to 

have your very own, handmade, bamboo fly rod! 

Tight Lines, Christopher Aigner 

 
T.U. PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon. It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel. It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit. It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief 
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery. It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems. 
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
 
 

Next Chapter Meeting: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 @ 7:30 PM 
Guest Speakers: Jeff Plackis & Garth Pettinger: Upper Delaware 

River Flow Issues  
Hicksville VFW Hall | 320 South Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Join us at the 2nd Annual Long Island Fly Fishing Expo | March 18 

  
 

( The Tribal name of Long island ) 

Long Island Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited 

    Newsletter                                       February 2017 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=kcgeivzab.0.0.ek8emjmab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.longislandflyfishingexpo.org%2F
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Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos 
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. 
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and comments to the Editor:  Stu Buckner  

Stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400 
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Guest Speakers: Jeff Plackis & Garth 
Pettinger will present: 

 Upper Delaware River Flow Issues  
 

http://www.longislandtu.org 
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Tips for February 2017 
 

Using weighted flies during winter months - It's Janu-
ary, there won't be much dry-fly fishing for the next 
few months.  When the cold weather sets in, trout will 
seek deeper waters and the fly fisherman must resort 
to using split shot to get his fly to the trout.  How deep 
to get your fly, depends on the depth of the water 
you're fishing.  It's not a challenge to get a fly near the 
bottom of a 2 foot run.  But during winter months, 
trout will generally be in four to seven foot pools.  
They're in much deeper holes than during the spring, 
summer and fall.  Very few fly fishermen enjoy casting 
with split shot, but if you want to bounce the bottom of 
a six-foot pool, you need weight.  There are many ways 
to get your fly down deep but split shot is probably the 
best choice, because it's as simple as adding or remov-
ing shot until you reach the proper depth.  Don’t be 
lazy and simply add split shot, continue to adjust the 
amount of weight you put on your line until you feel 
your fly bumping along the bottom a little bit in every 
cast.  Experiment until you get your fly where the fish 
are and your success will increase.  When using split 
shot or any type of weight for that matter be prepared 
to get a few snags on the bottom and sometimes you 
may have to break your line and add a new tippet and 
fly.  That is the cost of catching trout during the winter 
months.  If you tie your own flies, then simply add the 
weight to your fly when you are tying them.  You can 
use beads or lead/copper wire.  Tie several flies of the 
same type with different amounts of wire and gradually 
larger beads, so you can choose the fly with the correct 
weight to reach the depth you need to get to the trout.  
Good luck let us know if this tip increases your catch 
this winter.  (Joe Pepe) 
 
How to Carry Your Rod Safely - To avoid losing parts of 
your favorite rod, don't walk in the woods with the rod 
assembled, unless it is threaded with fly line.  This is 
especially true if the rod is multi-sectioned.  The tip can 
drop off without your knowing it, and it will never be 
found.  If it is threaded with fly line, it can't fall off be-
cause the fly line will hold it by securing the hook on 
the rod.  All ways walk holding the rod facing behind  
you. That way you can’t break the tip by hitting into a  

 
 
 
 
 
 
tree or if you fall the rod is behind you. (Dick Jogodnik) 
 

Improving Hackle Pliers - Hackle pliers can be frus-
trating if they slip or, worse yet, break a quill while 
winding hackle.  This problem becomes magnified 
when using hackle pliers to wind fine peacock herl.  
One solution is to file any sharp edges on the jaws with 
a flat file, but too heavy a hand can quickly deform the 
small, flat jaws.  An alternate solution is to pick up 
some electrical insulator tubing for small gauge wire at 
Radio Shack.  Get the kind that, when heated, shrinks 
and adheres to the wire or, in this case, the hackle pli-
ers' jaw.  Remember to do this to only one of the jaws, 
not both (it makes for a firmer grip).  And, make sure 
you cut a piece of tubing long enough to go behind the 
flat jaw and onto the round shaft. That way, when it is 
heated it will conform to the narrower round shaft and 
not pull off. (John Genovesi) 
 
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

Future Guest Speakers 
Paul McCain, River Bay Outfitters, April Chapter 
Meeting 
 

Tom McCoy, Tom’s Fishing Stories, May Chapter 
Meeting 

 

Events 
February 21, Chapter Meeting 
March 1, Board Meeting 
March 4, Casting Clinic at Caleb Smith State Park 
March 11, Casting Clinic at Connetquot State Park 
March 18, 2nd Annual Long Island Fly Fishing Expo, 
for more information, click here  
March 21, Chapter Meeting (OPEN HOUSE) 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Save the Date 
 (upcoming events ) 

                            

mailto:KensTUTips@verizon.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=kcgeivzab.0.0.ek8emjmab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.longislandflyfishingexpo.org%2F
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RiverBayOutfitters.com 

The Long Island Fly Rodders 
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 

Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 
55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY 

www.liflyrodders.org 

RiverBayOutfitters.com 

Long Island's only annual fly fishing expo, bringing together the leading fly fishing 
organizations for a day of presentations on tactics, rigs, and fly fishing various riv-
ers | vendor displays of fly fishing gear, equipment, and guide services | fly tying 
by many of the best on LI | and much more... | For more information click here  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=kcgeivzab.0.0.ek8emjmab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.longislandflyfishingexpo.org%2F
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Raffle for a Bamboo Rod 
Crafted and Donated by Chuck Neuner, 

Carmans River Rod Company 
6'-3", 2-piece, 4wt. Retail price: $1475  - Only 60 
tickets will be sold | $40/ticket, $100/3 tickets  

Specifications 
6'-3", 2-piece, 4wt. Crisp-casting proprietary taper 
based on the Paul Young Midge. 
 

- Medium-flamed cane, hand-split and hand-planed 
- Polished nickel silver ferrules, fittings, and reel seat 
hardware 
- Select cork reel seat, turned on-the-rod for perfect 
concentricity 
- Polished nickel silver stripping guide with select 
agate insert 
- Hard chrome finished Snake brand line guides 
- Premium maple burl reel seat insert 
- Translucent cinnamon silk wraps  
- Hand-rubbed spar varnish finish 
- Complete with mirror-matched spare tip, sailcloth 
rod bag, brass-capped aluminum rod case, and ferrule 
plug. 
 
To purchase raffle tickets, contact Tom LoProto at  
tloproto@aol.com  

        
 

NYSDEC: Wednesday, November 2, 2016 

Three Salmon Poachers Arrested After 
Early-Morning Chase 
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flooding, mitigate the impacts of sea level rise and also 
lessen the problems associated with intensive land 
use that creates issues such as erosion and sediment dep-
osition into the basin and its tributaries. 
 

“The Delaware River watershed is one of the most ecologi-
cally and economically important river systems in the Unit-
ed States, and we are excited to develop a collaborative 
conservation program called for in this legislation,” said 
Wendi Weber, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service northeast re-
gional director. “We look forward to working closely with 
the states of Delaware, New York, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, along with other federal agencies and the many 
nonprofit and philanthropic partners who are already do-
ing such tremendous work to conserve the Delaware for 
future generations.” 
 

The first step will be development of a blueprint to guide 
restoration. The federal agency will work with the hun-
dreds of non-government organizations and state and fed-
eral agencies that are working on restoration efforts. 
While the Chesapeake restoration has focused on reduc-
ing nitrogen and phosphorous loads, the Delaware initia-
tive will focus on habitat and a landscape scale, 
said Michael Slattery, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Chesapeake coordinator who will be overseeing the 
efforts on the Delaware. 
 

Slattery said his agency believes that by focusing on habi-
tat, it can tackle emerging challenges such as increasing 
impacts from rising sea level on wetlands and shorelines, 
the influence of major rainfall on flooding throughout the 
watershed and the effects of urbanization and population 
growth. 
 

The Delaware River Basin is the water supply source for 
about 5 percent of the nation and includes three major 
reservoirs that supply water to New York City. "One thing 
we can do," he said, "is look to the power of the natural 
systems." What happens at the headwaters of the Dela-
ware River in Hancock, New York, affects New York City, 
Trenton, Philadelphia, Wilmington and all the places in 
between until the water flows into the Atlantic Ocean at 
Lewes. 
 

It is a world-class river for trout fishing, a place where peo-
ple canoe and kayak, a river of commerce, navigation, 
commercial fishing and the epicenter of a globally signifi-
cant shorebird migration every spring. There is history, 
too. Henry Hudson first explored the entrance to Dela-
ware Bay is his 1609 voyage to New Netherland and 
George Washington crossed the Delaware on a snowy 
Christmas night in 1776 for his sneak attack on Hessi-
an troops at Trenton. 
 

Feds finally turn attention to the  
Delaware River 

By Molly Murray, The News Journal  
Published Jan. 8, 2017 

For decades, the Delaware River basin struggled for 
recognition and federal funding, overshadowed by 
billions of dollars in federal money that flowed into 
neighboring Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts. But 
years of federal neglect are expected to 
change thanks to the passage of the Delaware River 
Basin Conservation Act.  
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is now charged 
with developing a management plan under a new 
law that could have far-reaching habitat impacts, 
from the headwaters of the river in rural, upstate 
New York in the Catskill Mountains south and east 
to the Atlantic Ocean at Lewes. 
 

There's still one major obstacle: While the Act is in 
place, there is no appropriation to fund it. 
Planning will still go forward, according to federal 
officials. 
 

“Many nonprofit organizations, such as the Dela-
ware Nature Society, have worked together for 
years to improve the water quality in the Delaware 
River Basin, yet much work needs to be done to ad-
dress past issues and protect the watershed for fu-
ture generations,” said Brian Winslow, executive 
director of the Delaware Nature Society. “Passage 
of the DRBCA will provide the backbone, clout and 
resources to coordinate and expand the collective 
impact of our efforts from the headwaters to the 
mouth of the Delaware.” 
 

The Delaware River Basin covers more than 13,600 
square miles and more than eight million people 
live within it. Legislation to develop comprehensive 
planning and habitat work has been years in the 
making. 
 

“I’m thrilled to see this bill, which will create a res-
toration program for the Delaware River Basin, fi-
nally cross the finish line," said Sen. Tom Carper, D-
Delaware. "The basin is an ecological powerhouse 
that provides drinking water for more than 15 mil-
lion people and contributes billions of dollars to Del-
aware’s economy each year." 
 

The planning will be managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and if additional funding becomes 
available, the agency will coordinate restoration 
work that will be aimed at efforts that reduce 
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There are so many groups focusing on bits and pieces of 
the basin issues, but there isn't anyone promoting the ba-
sin as a whole, she said. 
 

Attractions in the Delaware Water Gap National Recrea-
tion Area include Dingman Falls and kayaking in calmer 
waters.  
 

Her plan is to create a basin-wide identity so that people 
start to look beyond their own piece of the waterway. 
"People who live in the Chesapeake have always had a 
sense of place," she said. "In the Delaware Basin, that's 
not the case. There isn't that shared sense of place." 
Klein believes capturing a shared identity and brand for 
the basin will be critical as the new conservation act falls 
into place. 
 

The basin already has so much to offer, from the birds and 
the ships, the industry, the history and the fishing, but 
people often only look at the pieces. 
 

One step she is taking is to create a database of all the non
-government and government entities who are doing work 
in the basin. Then she wants to tell a story about the river 
and the people who live and work on it. 
Slattery said existing efforts will play a critical role in plan-
ning habitat work that will ultimately help address some 
of the bigger issues in the basin such as water supply, 
flooding and sea level rise. 
 

"You get a lot more benefits than just helping the trout," 
he said. 
 

Contact Molly Murray at (302) 463-3334 or mmur-
ray@delawareonline.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @MollyMurraytnj. 
 

 
 
 

 

Feds finally turn attention to the  
Delaware River (continued) 

"To me, it's America's River," said Jeff Skelding, ex-
ecutive director of the Friends of the Upper Dela-
ware River organization, based at its headwaters. 
Just to the north, New York City has three major 
reservoirs that supply drinking water. 
 

"The management of those reservoirs have every-
thing to do with water in Delaware Bay," he said. 
"The headwater has a lot of control." 
 

The upper river is a world-class cold water trout 
fishing region, he said. "We don't have the tradi-
tional pollution sources," he said. Instead, sediment 
runoff and water flow are key issues in the upper 
Delaware, he said. 
 

The moving water historically moved the sediment 
out of the tributaries and downriver, but in recent 
years, pebble and rock bars have formed at the en-
trance to every tributary, he said. 
 

Meanwhile, along the tidal salt marshes of Dela-
ware Bay on both the Delaware and New Jersey 
sides, sediment from upstream helps the wetlands 
keep pace with rising sea level. 
 

In Wilmington, Kathy Klein, executive director of 
the Water Resources Association of the Delaware 
River Basin, is working to come up with a brand for 
the river basin. 
 

 

 

LIFFExpo.org 

http://www.twitter.com/MollyMurraytnj
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=kcgeivzab.0.0.ek8emjmab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.longislandflyfishingexpo.org%2F
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LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  

Mongolia.” 
  
 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

February 21, Chapter Meeting 
 
March 1, Board Meeting 
 
March 4, Casting Clinic at Caleb Smith State Park 
 
March 11, Casting Clinic at Connetquot State Park 
 
March 18, 2nd Annual Long Island Fly Fishing Expo 
 
March 21, Chapter Meeting (Open House) 
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, NY 

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries 

Membership Application Page 2 

Stuart Buckner, Editor 
8 Cardinal Lane 

East Islip, NY 11730 
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