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Dear Conservationists and Fishermen, 
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving 

with friends and family.  And I hope that as we 
come into the holiday season, we can take a 

minute away from the hustle and bustle to remember that the holidays are a time for reflec-
tion and appreciation for the deeper, richer gifts of life – family, friends, peace of mind, and 
big salmonids.  
 

Since we’re on the topic of Holiday fun - remember that this month is our annual Holiday Par-
ty, scheduled during the regular monthly meeting time – December 20th, 7:30PM at the Hicks-
ville VFW – we’ll be able to relax, schmooze, trade stories, trade equipment, eat food, have a 
bit of the hard stuff, and be merry. New members are especially welcome! 
 

Now on to business! We’re making some great progress on stream improvement and have 
spoken with the DEC about doing work in the Welwyn preserve, Glen Cove.  Since it’s a tradi-
tional native brook trout habitat, we’re going to begin by using Electro-Shock equipment to 
check the stream for any surviving native species. If natives are found, we will focus our 
efforts exclusively on habitat improvement without any stocking – thereby not disturbing the 
genetic strain. If  we do not find any natives, we will supplement the river with fingerlings 
from our Trout in the Classroom program. If anyone has not yet made it to Welwyn preserve, 
it’s a beautiful 225 acre gold coast estate with a beach and marshland.  
 

Thank you to all the members that got in the stream this past weekend to do improvement 
on the Nissequogue River. Peter Harris put this stream event together and it was a great suc-
cess! I’d especially like to thank the members who made it out for the first time – the O’Brien 
father and son team, who were making a day of it! 
 

As Trout in the Classroom continues to grow through the efforts of John Fischer, we made a 
request this month to the NYS TU Conservation Council for $1,120 to purchase equipment for 
two new schools, which I’m happy to say was granted! We are now at 21 schools with TIC! As 
a point of comparison – Pulaski, capital of steelheading in NY, just got their first Trout in the 
Classroom program. TIC continues to be a great achievement for our chapter.   
 

Tight Lines, Christopher Aigner 

 
T.U. PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon. It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel. It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit. It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief 
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery. It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems. 
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
 
 

Next Chapter Meeting:  
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 @ 7:30 PM 

Join Us for the LITU ‘Holiday Party’ 
Hicksville VFW Hall 

320 South Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 
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Stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400 
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Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 

 

This Months Chapter Meeting is 
the Holiday Party 

 

  All members are encouraged to attend 
 
Come hang out, meet some members, 
eat some food, and chat about all things 
conservation and fly fishing. All mem-
bers are welcome, especially new mem-
bers or members who have never 
attended a meeting. Raffles will be held 
to win some great fly fishing gear 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.longislandtu.org 
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Ken’s Korner Tips—Dec. 
 

Happy Holidays & a Healthy & Great Fishing New Year 
 

Wide Bodies on Nymphs - Certain nymphs, particularly 
stonefly nymphs, are flat and wide in appearance.  Spe-
cial preparations must be made to the underbody of 
the fly to accomplish this flat, wide look.  On a fly that 
you intend to fish deep, you can add a strip of lead (or 
lead substitute), about the same diameter as the hook, 
to the sides of the hook.  The easiest way to do this is 
to take a length of lead about twice the length of the 
hook shank, fold it in half and lash it onto the hook as 
follows.  First, cover the hook shank with thread and 
place the lead "loop" over the shank with the straight 
pieces on the sides of the shank and the looped piece 
over the top in the thorax section of the fly.  Wrap the 
lead well with thread. To ensure a flat, wide look, take 
smooth-jawed pliers and gently crimp the lead horizon-
tally.  Once you are satisfied with the appearance, coat 
the wraps well with head cement or epoxy.  On flies 
that will be fished in shallow water, substitute a piece 
of monofilament for the lead.  The tying process will be 
the same. 
 

Clearing Cement from a Newly-Tied Fly Eye - Take a 
neck or saddle hackle feather and cut out a couple of 
inches from the center portion.  Then, strip off all of 
the barbs from this piece of feather except for about 6 
to 8 barbs on both sides of the quill at the smaller end 
of the feather section.  If, when applying head cement 
to your newly-tied fly, you get some in the hook eye, 
run the stripped end of the hackle stem through the 
hook eye pulling it all the way through.  The few feath-
er barbs at the tip end will clear the cement from the 
hook eye.  The feather can be used over and over 
again. (Keith Fulsher) 
 

Safer Method of Protecting Materials - To protect your 
fly tying materials in storage, try placing mothballs in-
side small metal boxes such as those in which Altoids 
mints are packaged.  Then puncture the boxes with an 
ice pick and place them in with your materials.  The 
metal box will allow the camphor odor to be released 
without damaging materials or plastic storage boxes. 
(Eddie Keegan) 

 
 
 
 
 
Consider Cloves as an Alternative to MothBalls - With 
the sizable investment a fly fisher or tier has in flies 
and tying materials, it is important to safeguard them 
from moths and other critters.  While mothballs and 
crystals are effective as a deterrent, they will destroy 
plastic if they come in contact with it.  Cloves are also 
said to be an effective deterrent, and they will not 
harm plastic fly boxes.  
 

Clean Your Bobbin - The tube of your tying bobbin will 
eventually develop a build-up of wax from dubbing 
wax and pre-waxed tying thread.  Try using a large di-
ameter unwaxed dental floss to clean the inside of the 
tube.  Thread the floss through the bobbin, like you 
would your tying thread, and work the floss back and 
forth to clean the tube.  You might try putting a little 
lighter fluid (naphtha) on the thread first.  Naphtha is a 
good, mild solvent and degreaser that won't hurt 
cured finishes such as paint or rod varnishes and epox-
ies.  
 

Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

Future Guest Speakers 
Evan Botcher—Fly Fishing the West Branch of the 
Ausable & Other Adirondack Rivers  January Chapter 
meeting 
 

Garth Pettinger and Jeff Plackis—Issues of  the Upper 
Delaware River Flows, Feb. Chapter Meeting 
 

Events 
December 7, Board Meeting 
December 20, Chapter Meeting |Holiday Party 
January 4, Board Meeting 
January 25, Chapter Meeting (in the big room!) 
February 1, Board Meeting 
February 21, Chapter Meeting 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Save the Date 
 (upcoming events ) 

                            

mailto:KensTUTips@verizon.net
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Save the date 

2nd ANNUAL LONG ISLAND 

FLY FISHING EXPO 

SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2017 

 Holiday Inn, Plainview 

9 am to 4 pm 

Long Island's only annual fly fishing ex-

po, bringing together all the leading fly 

fishing organizations for a day of 

presentations on tactics, rigs, and fly 

fishing vari-

ous rivers | 

vendor dis-

plays of fly 

fishing gear, 

equipment, guide services | fly tying 

by many of the best on LI | and much 

more... 

If you've ever thought about the fasci-

nating world of fly fishing, now is your 

chance to develop or expand your 

knowledge, and immerse yourself in a 

new or favorite hobby. 

RiverBayOutfitters.com 

The Long Island Fly Rodders 
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 

Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 
55 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY 

www.liflyrodders.org 
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 Nissequoque River Restoration   
in Caleb Smith Park by LI Trout Unlimited  

 

On December 3, 11 LITU members, working with Park Manager Clarence Ware, spent several 
hours cutting back brush and branches that were obstructing stream flow along the fly fishing 
section of the Nissequogue River.  
 

Our hard working volunteers included 
Pete Harris, Joe Pepe, Peter Dubno, 
Mike Russell, Marc Gilman, Tom McCoy, 
John O'Brien, Rich O'Brien, J.C. Espinza , 
Gary Saunders, and Joe Odierna. 
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Highlights from Joe DeMaldaris’  
Presentation on Delaware River Sys-
tem Tactics, at the November Chapter 

 Always bring a thermometer and look for tem-
peratures below 68 degrees for all trout, low 
60’s for rainbows, and 50’s for browns. 

 Use a two-nymph rig to maximize success. The 
preferred set up is a heavier nymph (i.e., a 
stonefly) as the point fly (fly attached to end-
point of your tippet) and a lighter fly as the 
dropper connected to the point fly by tippet 
tied to the bend of the point fly hook.  The 
dropper should be a fly you expect the fish to 
key in on, such as the nymph version of a 
prominent hatch.* 

 When there is high pressure on the fish, use 
small flies. 

 If fish are refusing flies, try using a longer tip-
pet before changing to a lighter tippet.  

 On windy days, try using a dun variant instead 
of a comparadun or other dun patterns, be-
cause dun variants will catch the wind and roll 
over on the water in a way that more closely 
resembles a natural being blown atop the sur-
face of the water. 

 On tough days when fish are active, but refus-
ing (or just aren’t coming up for) dries, tie on a 
dropper 6 to 8 inches from your dry.  Try add-
ing tippet to your dropper for deeper water or 
if unsuccessful with the shorter tippet.  

 Try copper johns when sulphurs are hatching. 
 Zebra midges are great flies for the West 

Branch. 
 The best dry pattern for Delaware system is a 

size 14 rusty spinner. 
 Try white wulffs for every type of mayfly in the 

evening. The fish are seeing a silhouette of 
surface flies and are less focused on color. 
White wulffs are easy to for you to see.  

 Use big streamers in spring and go smaller as 
the year progresses.  However, in the fall/
spawning season, go big again to catch large, 
territorial browns. 

 Try a mouse fly every once in awhile.  One   

        
      excellent pattern is the Master Splinter.   
 Fish mouse flies with a painfully slow retrieve as 

mice are not natural swimmers. 
 Isonychia imitations, such as zug bugs, are best in 

swift water, whereas drake patterns are best in 
slower moving pools. 

 Focus on accurate casts with shorter drifts of 
about 5 ft. instead of trying to get 20 to 30 ft. 
drifts. 
 
 

*This description is based on Joe’s presentation.  
However, some people refer to the fly that is at the 
very endpoint of your rig as the point fly in all cir-
cumstances.  Here, in Joe’s description, the point fly 
is meant to describe the fly at the endpoint of the 
tippet attached to your leader. The dropper is the fly 
at the endpoint of the rig, because it is attached by 
tippet tied to the bend of the hook of the point fly.  
Technically, any fly attached to a tag or tied onto an-
other fly is considered a dropper. 

NYSDEC: Wednesday, November 2, 2016 

Three Salmon Poachers Arrested After 
Early-Morning Chase 

Three men suspected of poaching during the annu-

al salmon run were arrested early Wednesday 

morning after leading police on a wild chase in the 

woods in Niagara County, the New York State De-

partment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) an-

nounced today. 

The incident occurred just after 2 a.m. when DEC 

Environmental Conservation Officers (ECOs) were 

conducting a night patrol along the Lake Ontario 

shoreline and its tributaries. 

ECOs Roger Ward and Nathan Ver Hague were 

checking the Burt Dam area of 18-mile Creek in 

Newfane when they noticed several large garbage 

bags piled on a pathway. The officers inspected the 

bags and found them loaded with freshly  
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NYSDEC: Wednesday, November 2, 2016 

Salmon Poachers (continued) 

Conservation Corner  

Rethinking Culverts Video (TNC) 
Submitted by Jeff Plackis 

caught salmon. 

At the same time, a pickup truck slowly drove 

by the area. Two men approached on foot and 

ECO Ward revealed himself and ordered the 

men to stop. The men took off running through 

the woods. ECO Ward apprehended one sus-

pect hiding in the brush, but as ECO Ver Hague 

chased the other down to the creek, the man 

dove in and swam off. The Niagara County 

Sheriff's Department was called for assistance. 

Deputy Matt Grainge responded and located a 

pickup truck a short distance away matching 

the description given by the ECOs. The driver 

was sitting inside awaiting a call from the other 

two men. 

Deputies Keith Hetrick, John Vosberg and a K-9 

officer tracked the suspect who swam across 

the creek and eventually located him 

attempting to climb up a gorge. He was taken 

into custody. 

A total of 69 salmon ranging in size from 5 to 35 

pounds had been poached from the creek, the 

subjects using a weighted treble hook and net 

to snag the fish. 

The three men - Sergey Yatchuk, 41, of 55 Ap-

plewood Ln., Getzville, Petro Parfenyk, 29, of 

2204 Prospect Ave., Erie, Penn., and Mikhail F. 

Sakalosh, 39, of 8322 Taylor Colquitt Rd., Spar-

tanburg, S.C. - were charged with 32 violations, 

including fishing without a license, possessing 

foul-hooked fish, taking fish by snatching, tak-

ing fish in excess of daily limit, and illegal fishing 

at night. 

The three suspects were remanded to the 

county jail in lieu of bail, $1,100 for Parfenyk 

and Sakalosh and $1,000 for Yatchuk. 

To see why fish-friendly, climate-resilient struc-
tures are important to our future and how part-
nerships are the key to making them a reality, 
click on this link https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vWtVFsOOFW8 

New book available from LITU mem-
ber and author, Tom McCoy. Pick up 

a signed copy at the December 
Chapter Meeting for $10 and Tom 
will donate $5 from each sale to 

LITU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWtVFsOOFW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWtVFsOOFW8
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LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  

Mongolia.” 
  
 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

December 7, Board Meeting 
 
December 20, Chapter Meeting | Holiday Party 
 
January 4, Board Meeting 
 
January 25, Chapter Meeting (in the big room!) 
 
February 1, Board Meeting 
 
February 21, Chapter Meeting 
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, NY 

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries 

Membership Application Page 2 

Stuart Buckner, Editor 
8 Cardinal Lane 

East Islip, NY 11730 
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