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Last year at this time we were just lifting our heads up and 
beginning to dig out from the ravishes of Super storm Sandy. 
One year has elapsed and it is really great to see things on the 

back to being normal, though there still is a distance to go to bring things back to pre Sandy      
condition. Hopefully “those in charge” will follow through with putting the promised protections in 
place to protect Long Island from future natural disasters. 
I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving. This really is my favorite holiday. What could be 
better than a day of eating delicious food, resting, watching football, and spending quality time 
with friends and family. 
A warm LITU thank you is to be extended to Doug Ernst for his informative presentation on the 
Carmans River at last month’s meeting. You really should spend some time fishing this gem right 
here on Long Island. 
The report came back that those in attendance had an entertaining evening at the LITU Comedy for 
Conservation Fundraiser night on November 21 at Governor’s Comedy Club. Food, drink, and a lot 
of laughs certainly makes for a good time. Unfortunately I had to miss it (the first time) as work 
once more got in the way! 
Our next chapter meeting will be on Tuesday, December 17. This will be our annual HOLIDAY 
PARTY! Please bring a delectable food dish for all to share. Hopefully a few unnamed members 
will be able to supply us with some smoked steelhead and venison dishes. Of course I shall       
personally make sure that we will be carrying on the LITU tradition of having a “taste or two” of 
the liquid gold available for us to toast in the holidays. Again, please attend and bring something 
for all to share. Also this will be your last chance to purchase a raffle ticket for our holiday rod  
raffle to be drawn at this meeting. Don’t miss out on a chance to win this sweet Winston rod. I 
hope to see you all there. 
As was mentioned at last month’s chapter meeting, the New York State Council of Trout Unlimited 
is in the midst of working on a Women’s Membership Initiative. A special committee of committed 
female TU members has been formed that will work closely with interested women in the          
individual local chapters. In addition any women joining Trout Unlimited now until March, 2014 
will be able to join free for the first year. Please feel free to discuss this initiative with me. I will be 
glad to put you in touch with the head of the Women’s Initiative Committee who will be able to 
provide you with greater detail. 
Our annual Dinner Dance Fundraiser event is fast approaching. For this event to be successful you 
have  to get out and solicit donations. Don’t wait until the last minute- do it now! March 7, 2014 is 
the date for this event and it’s quickly approaching. 
Our Chapter will again sponsor two kids to attend DEC camp this summer. This is a wonderful 
experience for kids (our future) to learn about our environment and outdoor activities. Let us know 
if you know of a kid who might want to attend. 
I want to take this time to wish everyone a very happy, healthy, and safe holiday season and a very 
happy New Year. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Peter Harris 

T.U. 
PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon.  It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel.  It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit.  It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief  
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use  not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery.  It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems.  
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 

October 2012 

 

Tuesday, December 17, @ 7:30 PM 
Holiday Meeting,  
Tying and Tasting  
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February 2014 
 

February 5 - Board  
                     Meeting 
 
February 18 - Chapter  
                       Meeting 

March 2014 
 

March 4 - Board  
                 Meeting 
 
March 7—LITU Annual    
                  Dinner Dance 
 
March 18 - Chapter  
                   Meeting 
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conservation and fishing are welcome. Please send material for 
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E Mail: LITU Editor @ AOL.com 
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President: Peter Harris (631) 421-4876 
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December 2013 
 

December 4 - Board 
                      Meeting 
 
December 17 - Chapter  
                         Meeting 
     **Holiday Party** 

January 2014 
 

January 8 - Board  
                   Meeting 
 
January 21 - Chapter    
                     Meeting 

 

All articles remain the property of the writer and 
may not be reprinted without prior permission. 
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Future Guest Speakers and Happenings 
 
 
Dec. 17 - Chapter meeting. 
                Holiday Party. 
 
January 21 -  Fly fishing Show Guest 
Speaker TBA (Tentative) 
 
February 18 - Speaker TBA 
 
March 7 - LITU Annual Dinner Dance 

 

A very  brief Editors Notes this month (thankfully!) 
 

First I would like to thank everyone who has       
contributed an article or story for the Paumonok 
over this past year. Particular and many thanks go to           
contributing editors Ken Matera (TU Tips), and of 
course Tom McCoy. Without your help and         
submissions, Paumonok would not be as full and 
informative as it is.   
 

I would also like to take a moment to wish all  the    
members of Long Island Trout Unlimited and their 
families all the best during this wonderful holiday    
season.  
To each of you, I wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukah, and a most Joyous Holiday Season. 

Please join us for our annual Fly Tying, Scotch 
Tasting and Holiday Party at LITU’s next general  
meeting on Tuesday December 17. The fun, food 
and camaraderie,  will begin at 7:00 so be sure to get 
there early to mix and mingle. 
 

As we all know, this event has always been          
delightfully delicious thanks to the generosity and / 
or culinary skills of some of our members. It is with 
this in mind that we ask that if you are attending to 
please bring a dish to put out .  
 

Whether it be an appetizer,  dessert, or anything in      
between, please feel free to bring it along.  In the 
past we have had such items as Swedish meatballs, 
smoked salmon, hero sandwiches, shrimp cocktail 
rings, venison, steelhead, chicken wings, and the list 
can, and usually does,  go on and on! As you can see 
the foods are  incredibly varied so anything and   
everything is more than welcome!  
 

And did I say desserts? Last years collection of 
cakes, cookies, and all sorts of decadent goodies was 
second to none. It would have out a bakery to 
shame! 
 

So once again, come on down and enjoy some good 
friends, good times, and good food! All are          
welcome! 

 

For all of the anglers and gear heads always looking 
for new shops and new gear, there’s a brand new fly 
shop in town! 
 
The name of the shop is River Bay Outfitters. They 
are located at 445 Merrick Road in the town of 
Oceanside. Just minutes from the Meadowbrook 
Parkway and other easy access points.     
 
River Bay is a shop that specializes in the sport of fly 
fishing and everything that goes along with it. From 
rods and reels to just about everything fly tying under 
the sun, it will all be available.   
 

As well as all the new gear, information and         
education for anglers of all levels will be available as 
well.   
 

The proud owner, Paul McCain, has been active in fly    
fishing for over 30 years.  Paul welcomes you to stop 
in to learn how to tie a new fly, get details on local 
waters, and learn some tips and techniques.   
 

More than just a fly shop, River Bay Outfitters will 
be a place to talk about fresh and salt water fishing.  
For store hours, please call (516) 415-7748. 
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LongIslandFlyFishing.com 
Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and  Bluefin Tuna 

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun included 

CS ICAGAIN  CHARTERS   

 LIG HT  TACK LE  AND FLY  F I SH ING  O N THE  NORTH  SHO RE ,  MONTAUK  A ND O RIENT  

Custom Scout 235 
Huntington, CSH and Northport 

Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’         
Montauk and Orient  Full Day 

Phone: (516)383-0508 

E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com 

Captain Robin Calitri 
 
 

Email the editor to be included in future        
listings at:  

LITU Editor@aol.com 
 

FOR SALE: 
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand 
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used 
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00. 
 

Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used 
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.               
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00. 
 

Leonard Bamboo Fly Rod. Model 48. 7’, 3 piece with 
2 tips. Excellent to pristine original condition.     
Original bag and tube. For the collector or discerning 
angler. 
$2200.00. 
 
Northwoods Bamboo Fly Rod. Brand new. 7’ 2 piece 
with 2 tips. Bag and tube. Great first time bamboo. 
$575.00 

If interested contact Jay Mooney at                            
AdirondackJ@aol.com .  
 

FOR SALE: “The Fly Factory” fly tying board by  
Oasis, new $119, asking $99.                                     
14’ Heritage Marquesa Kayak with captain seat, pad-
dle with leash, 2 recessed rod holders, 1 ramball 
mount with rod holder asking $800.                                            
Contact: Pete at Yuskevich53@msn.com 

FOR SALE: St. Croix Legend Ultra 9’, 9WT, 3pc, 
Fly rod. Excellent shape. $150.00. 
 

St. Croix Avid 9’6”, 7Wt, 2 pc. Fly rod. 
 Good condition. $100.00. 
 

LL Bean GQS Guide Series Fly rod. 9’, 5WT, 2 pc. 
$75.00 
If interested contact John Fischer at 516-425-4198. 
 
FOR SALE: 7 1/2 ‘ fiberglass fly rod by Harnell. 6/7 
Wt., 2 pc. Circa 1950’s. Good condition. Original 
owner. Contact Bill O’Brien. 
631-261-3021 

 

 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 
 
 
 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. 
Huntington Station, NY 11746. 

Tel 631-271-4969 
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Our good friends up at Camp Site Sport Shop in the town 
of  Huntington will once again be holding their annual 
“Cabin Fever” series of   informational seminars.              

This year’s first confirmed date for the series will feature 
Tom Schlichter. As well as being an avid outdoorsman, 
Tom is also a writer for both  the Long Island Fisherman 
and Newsday.  

Tom will give us his Insights , numbers and ideas to give 
you a head start on the other anglers this spring and      
upcoming 2014 season.  

The opening date is January 11th at 10 O’Clock. Stop in 
and ask for Carmine.       
 
Complimentary light refreshments will be served.   
 
Admission is free. 

 
 

The Long Island Fly Rodders  
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 

 Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 
55 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY 

 
www.liflyrodders.org 
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Even though it is only December of 2013, the 2014 Dinner 
Dance Committee has already had a few meetings with 
others in the works.    
 

The date for the Long Island Trout Unlimited 2014 Dinner 
Dance is  March 7, 2014. The festivities will begin at 7:00 
and last until 11:00. The venue will once again be the   
Milleridge Cottage in Jericho.  
 

If you missed last years event, be sure not to miss this one 
as it promises to be even better and more action packed. 
There will be yet more updated and interesting prizes, 
more food, and more dancing! What else can you ask for? 
 

However, to make this years Dinner Dance even more     
successful, we still need your help. We are already looking 
for donations for prizes and/or auction items. This is our  
major fundraiser of the year and the proceeds are needed 
to keep our chapter running and our work progressing.  
 

If you are interested in supporting our great cause, and   
enjoying outstanding food, excellent drinks, and awesome 
friends and prizes, come down and join us.  
 
Each month we will bring you updates on the progress of 
the event planning.  
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Freeing Stuck Flies 
A fly that's stuck on a branch or rock does not necessarily 
mean a lost fly.  A fly that is just out of reach because of 
deep water (or you do not wish to disturb the water in 
question) can often be freed by using a roll cast or a slack 
line.  A roll cast can be made any time a fly is stuck and at 
any angle from you provided the line is not wrapped 
around a stick or rock. Just make a roll cast in a normal 
fashion followed by a forward cast immediately following.  
This should free the fly.  If not, you have not lost anything.  
A fly stuck below you in moving water can often be freed 
by simply allowing slack line to form.  The slack line will  
free the fly.  Remember that in all cases, you should     
protect your eyes from the fly springing loose in your   
direction. 
 
Computer Mouse Pad Can Aid Tying  
A computer mouse pad can be a great asset on your tying 
bench.  If placed with the spongy side facing up, the    
softness or "give" allows for easier pickup of tools.  If you 
make it a point of always placing your tying tools on the 
pad, you will know exactly where to find the tool when it 
is needed.  This saves you valuable tying time.  These pads 
are inexpensive-often free. 
 
Unravel Wind Knots 
If you have ever had a wind knot in your leader that is  
difficult to untie because it is too tight or your eyes or  
fingers are not as good as t hey used to be, you may be 
interested in owning a little gadget that makes untying 
knots a breeze.  It is available in most large drugstores and 
is called the "Doctor's Traveler."  It is a plaque and tartar 
remover in real life but it makes a very handy knot-picker-
outer in reel life as well.  It is small easily attached to a 
clip, and has a handy little case and a curved steel point.  
There's also a similar product called "Traveler Plaque and 
Tartar Remover" available at Wal-Mart pharmacies (and 
probably CVS, etc.) which is a fine small curved pick and 
comes with a bead chain already on it so it's easy to fasten 
to your vest.  It's alsogood for cleaning eyes on flies.  
George Nikitovich & Eric Backman 
 
Repair Rod Nicks 
If you find a nick on your graphite rod, apply a dab of 
"Zap-a-Gap" to the nick.  This will form a bond to prevent 
the damage from enlarging and should get you through 
your fishing trip.  If the rod is not too badly damaged, it 
could even serve as a permanent repair. 
Frank Moody 
 
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 
Happy Holidays 

                                            
 

 

DEC Awards $75,000 Grant for Sustain-
able Shorelines Demonstration Project at 

the   Dockside Property in Cold Spring 
 
 
The New York State department of Environmental            
Conservation (DEC) Hudson River Estuary Program in     
partnership with the New England Interstate Water Pollution 
Control Commission (NEIWPCC), has awarded the team of 
Milone & MacBroom, Inc/, Hudson & Pacific Designs and 
Earthrise Designs a grant of $75,000 to design a sustainable 
shorelines demonstration project at the Dockside property in 
the village of Cold Spring (Putnam County), DEC            
Commissioner Joe Martens announced. The site is part of the 
Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve. 
 
The purpose of the grant is to design improvements to the   
riverbank to enhance habitat for aquatic species, reduce     
erosion, and increase the property resiliency to sea-level rise, 
storm surges and wave action resulting from coastal storms.  
“The Hudson River Estuary Program is helping people enjoy, 
protect and revitalize the Hudson River and its valley” said   
Commissioner Martens. “This grant will fund plans and     
designs to stabilize the shoreline and enhance the public use of 
the Park. The project will also establish a model that can be 
used in similar settings with both tidal and riverine             
characteristics.  
 
NEIWPCC is pleased to be able to support Hudson River   
Estuary communities that take steps to prepare for sea-level 
rise by improving shorelines while sustaining a healthy             
ecosystem”siad Ron Poltak, NEIWPCC Executive Director. 
 
The Hudson River Estuary Program is a project of the NYS 
Environmental Protection Fund.The funding will help achieve 
goals of the 2010-2014 Hudson River Estuary Action Agenda, 
a plan for conserving, protecting, and revitalizing the Hudson 
River estuary. In recent years, the Estuary Program has out 
increasing staff effort and program resources into helping 
communities adapt to climate change while also improving the 
long-term health of the ecosystem.  
 
For more information on their grant awarded, contact Fran 
Dunwell, NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Program, at      
845-856-3016 or visit DEC’s website. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.LongIslandTU.org   6 



7 

Thanks to Kenny’s October LITU presentation I was hooked on 
getting to the Salmon River.  I arrived at Peter’s at 6:15, as 
planned, and we headed for Pulaski. About 6 hours later we 
were checking into the Steelhead Lodge on Route 13. Charlotte 
greeted us and we stowed our gear after confirming that we 
would be dining at the lodge. It looks like a suburban home but 
its rooms are spacious and filled with bunks. There are 4      
upstairs and 2 in the cellar (which is at ground level) a bunk 
house with I don’t know how many beds along with a rec room 
and there is an outside fire pit between the two.  There are stairs 
down to the river as well as a smoke house on the premises. A 
complete resort, Pulaski style. The salmon season has just 
ended and those crazy salmon fisherman have gone. Now is the beginning for the more gentile steel      
headers, we among them.  
 
Our first stop was at a fly shop in Altmar where a no nonsense gal runs a complete shop, advice included. 
When I say complete, that is complete for the fly fisherman who is fishing the no kill fly fishing zones on 
the river which begins directly across the street and goes up to the dam and fish hatchery. You won’t be 
buying any salmon eggs there unless they are artificial and made for a fly rod. She is quick to update you on 
the latest regulations and has a keen opinion if you ask for it. No web site but she answers the phone and 
will be glad to tell you what you need and mail it to you.  Interesting gal and a thriving shop in a place with 
lots of competition. Peter picked up some stuff and I needed a few things as well,  split shot among them. 
She reminded me that no more than 3 of those balls on my line in the no kill zone – even if the river is     
raging at almost 2000 cfs.  I asked for slinkies (a series of shot wrapped in a piece of parachute cord used to 
get the fly down to the bottom) and she said no, not allowed .  All this with a part of the stream directly 
across the street (and down) where you can take fish and use eggs as well as all the sinkers you dare. She is 
a    purist. Got to love her. 
  
We rigged up and headed to the bridge to see what was going on. The unemployment line was long.  That is 
a part of the river downstream of the bridge which has these guys at it, in the exact same spot, day after day 
– they must be unemployed, the reasoning goes.  Hook ups were occurring sporadically up and down the 
river. Not a lot but certainly enough to let us know the fish were here. The way a steelhead reacts to a hook 
set is spectacular. The immediate roll and jump, pull and run, they battle hard and often throw the hook, so 
much so that “hook ups” are counted as an Indian warrior counts coup on his enemy  – a certain victory 
without the kill.  
 
Peter talks of where he would like to be but there is a crowd that has probably been in that spot since dawn 
and it is after 2 PM. Also, maneuvering to those spots and then planning how you will fight the fish once 
hooked which often requires walking him down stream, all has to be considered and is affected by this high 
water.  We walk through the far parking lot and to the bend in the river on the side across from the new   
hotel being opened in a former school. The word is it will be a high end joint with nice rooms and amenities 
but in this town the tradition goes deep and  lodges of various quality are like mushrooms in a damp forest, 
all over the place.  One wonders at the business case they could be imagining to make such an investment. 
 
(continued next page) 
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We fit in just upstream of a downed tree and I cast side arm avoiding the tree to my right and the over head 
branches. Peter is up from me; we are just below the first bend past the bridge. Those guys on the corner are 
hooking up with regularity and walking their fish past us. “Fish on!” is the shout and we step back to let the 
lucky guy pass. It occurs to me that it would be better to take a stand and fight him from their spot but     
perhaps their tackle is not that sturdy or the fish not that reasonable. Later they come walking back fishless, 
either having won the battle  and released or the fish prevailed. Either way they are smiling as they resume 
their fishing in the spot held open for them by their neighbors. Honorable.  
 
We try to make small talk with those to our right and left. Better to be friendly, share clues as to what they 
are taking and smile when we cross lines rather than growl as crossing lines is a constant.  The quarters are 
so close one needs to cast synchronously with the person up stream of them and one hopes that the person 
down stream does the same. When flies kiss, the up streamer slacks his line so the down streamer can undo 
the connection. Most do it with humility, as long as it doesn’t happen too often.  It is a community, a     
codified way of behaving under less than comfortable conditions. 
 
So we cast. Lead weights on to get the fly down, that’s where the fish are said to be, on the bottom. But so 
are logs and fly eating rocks, and sinker catching crevices so that tugging at stuck tackle and losing a rig is a 
frequent occurance. Bringing a lot of flies isn’t because so many fish break them off but because the rocks 
and roots eat them.  I try to be graceful in presenting an ungainly contraption of line, leader, weight and fly, 
and sometimes even a bobber.  Working toward a smooth delivery is a forever task. I cover the water  from 
inshore to as far out as I can manage. They can be anywhere. The trout stream rules don’t seem to apply and 
just because they were not there on that last cast doesn’t mean they won’t be there on the next. And so we 
cast over and over again, pummeling the water in front of us, each crossing in front of the other in a ballet 
of wool capped, well wrapped, hope filled fisherpersons lining the bank not 10 feet from one another. 
 
I am trying to discern what it is that those catching fish are doing differently from me who is not catching. I 
study their cast, their selection of fly, how they manage their line and rods. Do they let it swing? Does he 
hold a tight line? What is different other than the location in the pool?  Ah!! Location. Location. Location. It 
must be he is in THE spot.  Now a youngster is hooked up, with a spinning rod yet.  I am watching him. Is 
he using fish eggs? Maybe, but the guy next to him who keeps walking past us with large angry fish      
jumping and rolling at the end of his line has a fly rod. It has got to be the location. 
    
In  a while we  see that one of the spots Peter said he favored opened up across the river. He went over and I 
remained in case the spot he has targeted is filled by the time he gets there.  Once he establishes himself, I 
will follow.  He got there and I could see him begin to prospect.  Meanwhile I was chatting with my bank 
mate and the kid up from us hooked another.  My line was in the water just having made one of my farther 
reaching casts given the lead on the line and trees over head.  As I turned back to it I felt a huge pull.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(continued next page) 
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The fish was large and I instinctively set the hook by 
stripping, having been Striper fishing all year. He was on 
and took a run, a jump and a roll all at once.  He was on 
the reel already as whatever slack there was evaporated in 
the initial hit.  I lowered the tip and gave him upstream 
side pressure while I looked at my bank mate and smiled.  
I stepped back, out of the water and on to the cobbled 
bank, careful not to trip, my balance not being what it 
once was.  I looked to my left and the guys had moved 
back so I continued moving upstream rather than giving 
the fish his head and allowing  him to clear the reel of 
line.  I tightened the drag and palmed the reel as he ran 
down. Then reversed my action as he shot up, taking in 
line as fast as I could. I looked left and right and no one 

was picking up a net and Peter was across the river with his.  I figured I was on my own and needed to 
beach the fish if I wanted smoked steelhead to bring home.  He ran back down past the tree and I was     
concerned he may use it as a way out of his predicament so I gave him more side pressure to move him out 
to the middle and he was kind enough to comply.  I looked behind me and stepped again, then again.    
Reeling as I could, him taking line as he could. The 2x leader was holding but I was worried about the 
knots. I saw him roll again and shake his tail as it cleared he water behind him. It was  a good sized tail!  
Another step back and some more winding and he was in the shallow water. This is when a net man would 
come up behind him, often startling the fish into yet another run.  With no one poking a net at him he 
seemed less concerned and allowed me to pull him on to the beach.  I was ecstatic.  He was a big one,     
biggest one I had ever landed in my three steel heading trips.  
 
Peter had talked of keeping one fish each if we could 
catch them on the first day so we could bring them to the 
smoker, so I dispatched him with a rock to the head and 
left him in the leaves.  I waved my arms to get Peter’s   
attention and then went back to fishing. In a while he 
comes back not having had luck on the other side.  
 
The 5 pm shuffle is when those who have been there since 
dawn finally get tired and give up their premium spots to 
us late comers. It happens quietly with neighbors silently 
dropping back to the bank and silently disappearing. You 
check twice to make sure they didn’t just go to take a leak 
and then move over. With sundown a half hour away 
there was a complete exodus from our bend in the river. Peter was able to grab the head of the run and     
before too long was into a nice fish which he landed.  We continued to fish a while longer but darkness 
came and with it the cool air of autumn so we called it a day.  
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Cleanup Near the New Cassel Industrial Area in Nassau County, N.Y. 
Cleanup Expected to Cost $22.9 Million 

(New York, NY – Nov. 5, 2013) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has finalized its plan to clean up a      
portion of contaminated ground water beneath the New Cassel/Hicksville Ground Water Contamination Superfund 
site in the towns of Hempstead, North Hempstead and Oyster Bay in Nassau County, New York. Ground water at the 
site is contaminated with harmful volatile organic compounds (VOC’s), which are often found in paint, solvents, 
aerosols, cleaners, disinfectants, automotive    products and dry cleaning fluids. Repeated and direct exposure to 
VOC’s can damage health. 

“Virtually everyone on Long Island relies on ground water as their source of drinking water, making it imperative that 
Long Island’s drinking water is protected from pollution,” said EPA Regional Administrator Judith A. Enck. “This 
cleanup will help protect people’s health and the drinking water supplies on which people and commerce depend.”  

Because of the nature and complexity of the contamination at the site, the EPA is dividing the investigation and 
cleanup into phases. The plan announced today is the first EPA phase of the cleanup and specifically addresses one 
portion of the site. The EPA held a public meeting in Westbury, New York in August to explain its plan. The EPA 
received public comment for 60 days and considered public input before finalizing the plan. 

The Magothy aquifer, Nassau County’s primary source of drinking water, has been contaminated by the VOC’s. This 
contaminated drinking water has been treated since 1990 before it is provided to area  residents. The water supply is 
monitored regularly to ensure that the water quality meets federal and state drinking water standards.  

Ground water testing by the EPA in 2010 confirmed the presence of elevated levels of VOC’s in the ground water 
feeding 11 public water supply wells, six in Hicksville, four in Hempstead and one in Westbury. The site was added 
to the federal Superfund list of contaminated hazardous waste sites in 2011. 

The final cleanup plan for this portion of the cleanup includes construction of a plant to extract and treat ground water 
contaminated with VOC’s above a specific level. If used to full capacity, the treatment plant would treat up to 
500,000 gallons per day. In some areas, a vapor stripper would be used on individual wells to force air through      
contaminated ground water to remove the VOC’s. The air in the stripper causes the chemicals to change from a liquid 
to a gas, which is then collected and cleaned.  

Depending on the results of studies, the most heavily contaminated ground water would be treated using a process 
such as chemical oxidation to break down the harmful contaminants in the ground water into water and by-products 
such as carbon dioxide. The oxidants would be pumped into the ground water at different depths in the contaminated 
area. Each injection would be followed by monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness of the treatment, and the EPA will 
require periodic collection and analysis of ground water samples to verify that the levels and extent of contaminants 
are declining. 

The Superfund program operates on the principle that polluters should pay for the cleanups, rather than passing the 
costs to taxpayers. After sites are placed on the Superfund list of waste sites, the EPA searches for parties legally   
responsible for the contamination and seeks to hold them accountable for the costs of investigations and cleanups. 
The EPA estimates the cost of this cleanup will be about $22.9 million. Consistent with EPA policy, they will seek to 
engage those parties legally responsible for the contamination in implementing the cleanup at the site.  
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Depending on the results of a study, the most heavily contaminated ground water would be treated using a 
process such as chemical oxidation to break down the harmful contaminants in the ground water into water 
and by-products such as carbon dioxide. The oxidants would be pumped into the ground water at different 
depths in the contaminated area. Each injection would be followed by monitoring to evaluate the              
effectiveness of the treatment, and the EPA will require periodic collection and analysis of ground water 
samples to verify that the levels and extent of contaminants are declining. 

The Superfund program operates on the principle that polluters should pay for the cleanups, rather than 
passing the costs to taxpayers. After sites are placed on the Superfund list of the most contaminated waste 
sites, the EPA searches for parties legally responsible for the contamination and seeks to hold them          
accountable for the costs of investigations and cleanups. The EPA estimates the cost of this cleanup will be 
about $22.9 million. Consistent with EPA policy, the EPA will seek to engage those parties legally          
responsible for the contamination in implementing the cleanup at the site.  

To view the EPA’s Record of Decision for the New Cassel/Hicksville Ground Water Contamination    
Superfund site, please visit: http://www.epa.gov/region02/superfund/npl/newcassel/index.html 
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 Next General Meeting 
 

Tuesday December 17, 2013 @ 
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Annual Holiday Party 
 

 
Come early and stay late! 

Enjoy the camaraderie and food! 
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