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PHILOSOPHY

We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

Chris Viso—Fly Fishing, Climate Change, and You
Ah, spring is finally here! Well it’s supposed to be here. Winter just
doesn’t want to release its grip. April 1, trout season opening day, is
just about upon us. Will I be safe in assuring you that this year’s trout
season opening day weather will be nice? Stranger things have
happened. Don’t forget to have your fishing license up to date and check your gear before you get out on the
water. Maybe even try to get in shape before you start your hikes in to battling those river currents constantly
pushing against your legs.
Our Dinner Dance and Auction Fundraiser held on March 8 is now history. In fact the committee is already
making plans to meet and make suggestions to tweak some things to make it an even better event next year. If
you did not attend then you really should have been there! Start making plans to attend next year’s event.
Congratulations to Richard Remmer for being honored as LITU’s Long Island Conservationist of the Year and
to John Fischer who was presented with the LITU Gold Trout award for lifetime achievement. Much deserved, guys! My sincere thank you to everyone that attended, donated, and helped. We could not have done it
without you. A special thanks to Jay Mooney, chairman, and the entire Dinner Dance and Auction Fundraiser
committee for a successful and enjoyable event.
Bryan Moore, VP for Volunteer Operations at TU National, filled us in on the current goings on of TU at the
national level (don’t forget we are part of a national organization) and fielded questions from a “spirited”
crowd of our members at our March chapter meeting. Bryan always tries to shoot straight with us. Plan on
him being back next year. It was really great to see so many members stay up past 9:30 that night.
Our next chapter meeting on April 16 will be our annual Open House, plus this year we will also have a
speaker, Chris Viso. Chris is a high school earth science teacher and a member of the Art Flick TU Chapter.
Chris’s presentation will be “Fly Fishing, Climate Change, and You”. Sounds like it should interesting and
informative. There will also be various stations set up keying in on all aspects of fly fishing. The Open House
gives us a chance to meet and greet new and potential members as well have many questions answered. Please
plan to attend.
LITU’s famous fly-fishing/casting clinics were held on March 16 at Caleb Smith State Park and on March 23
at Connetquot State Park. Thank you to everyone for the great volunteer turn out at both these events. We met
some really nice folks there and I hope to see them at our Open House meeting. Please make every effort to
make new members and visitors feel welcome and comfortable. Bring a friend, relative, or neighbor that you
feel might take a liking to fly fishing and/or have an interest in our freshwater conservation efforts.
There are a lot of events coming up as we enter LITU’s busy season. LITU will also be doing stream cleanups,
data logger deployments plus some upcoming “shovels in the earth” stream restoration work. Volunteers will
be needed! Check the Paumonok and website for dates and contact persons.
Our May and June outings to the Beaverkill are fast approaching. I’m told that there are still a few openings
for the May outing. Jeff Plackis will begin taking deposits for the June outing at our April meeting. These
outings present an opportune time for new members to pick up fishing pointers and to meet other LITU members on a whole different level, let alone have a great weekend.
A hearty handshake goes out to our friends at Long Island Flyrodders for taking a chance and sponsoring the
Fly Fishing Film Tour on Long Island on March 22. It was a fun night out and I didn’t have to travel in to
NYC this year to see it.
In closing I ask that each member please make it a point to participate in at least one of our activities. It’s the
right thing to do.
Have a happy Easter and Passover and don’t forget to file your taxes by April 15.
See you on the water,
Peter Harris
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VFW

May 17 -19 May Outing
May 20 - Deadline for
Paumonok

April 20 - Deadline for
Paumonok

May 21 - Chapter
Meeting

June 2013
June 7 - 9 June Outing

July 2013
Have a Happy and Safe
Summer!
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Old Country Rd

May 2013
May 8 - Board Meeting

April 13 - Junior Angler
Fly Fishing Clinic Caleb
Smith State Park

June 18—Chapter
Meeting / Elections
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Wantagh State

Northern State Pkwy

April 2013
April 3 - Board
Meeting

Southern State Pkwy

All articles remain the property of the writer and
may not be reprinted without prior permission.
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I received this via E mail just after the Dinner Dance:
My sincere thanks go to Jay Mooney, the Board and the
membership of Trout Unlimited for choosing me as
“Conservationist of the Year”. It was both an honor and a
privilege.
I realize that some members of TU do not agree with my
efforts to reopen the hatchery at Connetquot. I do
however hope we can all agree that our parks are public
treasures which need our attention, our energy and our
cooperation to survive. Recently I joined the Board of
Parks and Trails New York, because I sincerely believe
that the amazing inventory of state park land and
resources here on Long Island and across New York State
are slowly and imperceptively being allowed to
deteriorate due to budget cuts, public indifference, natural
disasters and entropy.
Parks are educational treasures. Trout in the Classroom is
great, but trout in the river are better. The internet is
amazing, but a day spent seeing, smelling and touching
the trees at Bayard Cutting or Planting Fields Arboretum
will never be forgotten.
Parks are financial resources. Since closing the hatchery
at Connetquot the state has lost over $200,000 per year in
revenues. Visitors from out of state are going elsewhere.
Parks are resources for the soul. A day at Jones Beach, a
bike ride at Heckshire or “Casting for Recovery” at
Connetquot can be a life changer. Few things,
prescriptions or activities are better for our well-being
than a walk in the woods or a day spent fishing.
Parks are the foundation of the future. Children who only
experience the mall will never vote for nature. Children
who fish with a parent or grandparent and catch fish are
pardon the pun, HOOKED FOR LIFE.
The efforts of Trout Unlimited here on Long Island and
across the country have been priceless. I thank all of you
from the bottom of my heart. My hope is that in the
future we can leverage those efforts by combining forces
with other conservation and Friends groups to insure that
our great public resources are preserved.
We are the trustees for the generations to come.

Thank you.
Richard Remmer

Future Guest Speakers and Happenings
April 3 - Board Meeting
April 13 - Junior Angler Fly Fishing Clinic Caleb
Smith State Park
April 20 - Deadline for Paumonok
May 8 - Board Meeting
May 17 -19 - May Outing

Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) (http://www.ptny.org/)
along with the NYS Parks Department will be organizing
the second annual "I Love My Park Day on Saturday, May
4, 2013".
PTNY is working with OPRHP on an exciting statewide
event to bring visibility to the needs of the entire state
park system, as well as attract new volunteers to Friends
groups. The first-ever I Love My Park Day was a huge
success -- 40 state parks participated in celebrating and
improving park lands, beaches and historic sites. Over
2,000 volunteers planted trees and gardens, restored
trails and wildlife habitats, and carried out siteimprovement projects. Building on last year's successful
momentum, we are looking to double the number of
participating parks and historic sites in 2013-and we're
well on the way!
PTNY organizes the event at the statewide level and
provides support for the Friends groups and site
managers as they organize the local events. We provide
an organizer's manual, a website, promotional
items, sample materials, and more to participating
organizations. There is regular contact with Friends
groups throughout the planning process.
I encourage interested folks to talk with their local park
manager and work together to develop a plan for the
day.
Contacts at PTNY are Jackie at 518-434-1583 ext. 207
and Laura DiBetta at ext. 210.
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Swap/Sell Bulleting board.
Email the editor to be included in future listings
at:
LITU Editor@aol.com
FOR SALE:
Simms L2 wading boots size 5. Felt Bottoms. Brand
new, never used. Paid $130.00. Asking $75.00.
Simms L2 wading boots. Size 6. Felt Bottoms. Used
once. As new condition. Paid $130.00 Asking $75.00.
Simms Gore Tex Youth Waders. Size Medium. Used
gently once for 2 hours. As new condition.
Paid $200.00. Asking $140.00.
If interested contact Jay Mooney at
AdirondackJ@aol.com .
FOR SALE: Orvis Silver Label 8' 4wt 4-piece fly rod.
Full flex (4.5). Cigar grip with up locking black
anodized aluminum reel seat and wood reel insert.
Includes rod sock and cordura covered rod tube. The
quintessential small stream fly rod. Smooth,
responsive and precise, with a forgiving sweet spot.
This rod loads effortlessly and will have you hitting
your mark at every distance, far away or close in. Like
new! Asking $220.00. If interested, contact Jeff
Plackis at LITroutBum@yahoo.com
FOR SALE: Cabela’s Cahill fly Reel. for line weights
4 / 5 / 6. Already loaded with backing and what looks
to be 4 WT WF floating line.
A great introductory fly reel the Cahill is hard to pass
up for all its features. The off set gear to gear disc
drag easily tightens down to control almost any fish.
An exposed rim allows you to palm the spool.
Constructed of durable injection molded graphite for
durability and dependability. Easily converts from
right to left hand retrieve. Great for beginners or as a
back up reel without breaking the bank.
ALL proceeds of this sale go directly to LITU.
Asking $35.00 for reel, backing, and line.
If interested contact Jay Mooney at
AdirondackJ@aol.com.

C S I C AG A I N C H A RT E R S
LIGHT TACK LE AND FLY FISHING O N THE NORTH SHO RE , MONTAUK AND O RIENT

Custom Scout 235
Huntington, CSH and Northport
Full day Half Day or 2 hour ‘quickies’
Montauk and Orient Full Day

Phone: (516)383-0508
E-mail: Csicagain@hotmail.com

Captain Robin Calitri
LongIslandFlyFishing.com

Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito, False Albacore and Bluefin Tuna
d

Equipment , instruction, drinks, snacks and fun include

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands
Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop
1877 New York Ave.
Huntington Station, NY 11746.
Tel 631-271-4969
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. Well,....it has come, and it has gone.

An extraordinary amount of work culminating in one
busy and eventful evening. It could almost be
considered anti-climactic.
I sincerely and truly hope everyone attending had a
great time at the 2013 Dinner Dance Fund Raiser.
Although I did not have much time to stop and really
talk to too many people, it was great fun o see a lot
of faces that we don’t regularly see. It was even
better to see many, many faces of people who are
not members but who came out to support us as well
as honoring our 2013 Long Island Conservationist
of the year, Richard Remmer.
We are still in the midst of winding down from the
Dinner, paying bills, receiving money, and in
general, “tweaking” things to make next years event
even better.
As some of you know, putting an event like the
Dinner Dance together takes one heck of a lot of
work. There is absolutely no way one person could
do it alone.
Although we had dozens of people who helped out
whether it be via a donation, running a game for a
few minutes, or even a job as simple as printing
something out for us, I would like to thank the
following members of the Dinner Dance Committee
for dedicating the long hours and hard work
necessary to bring an event like this to fruition.
2013 Dinner Dance Committee
Joe Odierna
Tom LoProto
Peter Harris
Peter Dubno
Mike Russell
Ed Ciano
Ron Krisch
Jim Minogue
Marc Gilman
Gentlemen, without YOUR help, the evening could
not have happened. I sincerely thank you all. It has
been my pleasure to work with you .
Jay Mooney
Chairman
2013 Dinner Dance Committee

The Long Island Fly Rodders
meet the first Tuesday of each month at
Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane
Levittown, NY
www.liflyrodders.org
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Lines – Determining Tippet Sizes:
Certain flies will cause a tippet to twist, especially when
using fine tippets such as 6X, 7X, or 8X. This occurs
when the fly is too large for the tippet or by the nature
of the fly itself. A good rule of thumb in selecting tippets is to divide the hook size of the fly you intend to
use by three to get the appropriate "X" size of the tippet.
For example, if you intend to fish a size 18 hook, divide
18 by three and you'll find you should use a 6X tippet.
This rule is, of course, not set in stone and simply provides a good starting point. Stream conditions, size of
your quarry, and the characteristics of the particular
tippet material may dictate a larger or smaller tippet
diameter. Not all tippet materials are made the exactly
the same. They can have different breaking strengths,
different degrees of suppleness, and so forth.
Experimentation will help you tweak the "divide by
three" formula to your best advantage. Jim Weaver
Moisten Knots Before Pulling Tight:
Any knot you tie in monofilament will be stronger if
you moisten the material just before pulling it tight.
The friction caused by dry monofilament will distort
and weaken it. The mono can be moistened by water or
saliva. Jim Weaver
Trick for Leader Preparation:
An interesting tip was presented on the Classic &
Custom Fly Shop website. They suggested that you
should prepare a new leader for use by taking green
leaves, crushing them, and then rubbing them on the
leader. This will remove the glare from the leader and
cause it to sink slightly into the surface film-and it
works! Try not to use Poison Ivy.
Alternative to Ice Cubes in Coolers:
When on a day-long fishing outing, ice cubes in a
cooler tend to melt quickly. In addition to less cooling,
you'll have water in the bottom of the cooler, which
means soggy food. As an alternative, freeze water in
plastic containers such as plastic water, soda bottles or
milk cartons and use them instead of ice cubes. Do not
fill them all the way to the top as freezing water
expands and may rupture the container. This ice lasts
much longer than cubes, there will be no water in the
bottom of the cooler, and you'll have ice water to drink
as the ice melts in the containers. Jim Weaver
Send your tips to
KensTUTips@verizon.net

Draft Long Island Pesticide Pollution Prevention
Strategy
NYSDEC has released a Draft Strategy which contains the
blueprint for a pesticide pollution prevention approach on Long
Island. The overall goal of the Strategy is to protect water quality
from pesticide-related contamination, while continuing effective
pest management on Long Island.
Pollution prevention presents a number of benefits, such as minimizing the introduction of pesticide-related contaminants and
fostering the use of practices which avoid such contamination.
The pesticide pollution prevention blueprint for Long Island and
a summary of other elements of the Strategy are contained in the
Executive Summary (PDF) The Draft Strategy is also available at
the NYSDEC regional offices and at the Central Office in
Albany.
Comments Welcome
Comments on the Draft Strategy are welcome through the close
of the public comment period on April 30, 2013. Public notice was published in the Environmental Notice Bulletin
(ENB).
Public Meetings
Tuesday March 19, 2013 NYS DEC announced two public meetings on the Draft Long Island Pesticide Pollution Prevention
Strategy to provide a summary of the Draft Strategy and to receive written and oral comments on it. Immediately prior to each
public meeting, NYS DEC will hold a one-hour availability session. During those sessions, there will be an opportunity for interested public to review information on the Draft Strategy and discuss it with available NYS DEC staff. The formal presentation on
the Draft Strategy will be provided during the public meeting;
there will not be a presentation during the availability session.
The meetings will be held as follows:
Date: April 3, 2013 Time: 6-9 PM
NYS DEC Availability Session: 6-7 PM Public Meeting: 7-9 PM
Location: Suffolk County Community College Eastern Campus
121 Speonk-Riverhead Road Building: Shinnecock 101
Riverhead, NY 11901
Date: April 4, 2013 Time: 6-9 PM NYS DEC Avail. 6-7 PM
Public Meeting: 7-9 PM
Location: Morrelly Homeland Security Center 510 Grumman Road West, Main Conference Room
Bethpage, NY 11714
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Last week, the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau
of Land Management recognized Trout Unlimited
for the work our folks do in the field to restore trout
and salmon habitat and, in the end, make fishing
better.
The National Conservation Leadership Award is
given annually to worthy organizations that often
cooperate with these two venerable federal agencies
to improve the public resources they’re both
charged with managing for the benefit of all
Americans–the owners of our public lands all
across the country. For TU, the award is especially
appreciated, given not only the time our staff has
devoted to working with both the Forest Service
and the BLM, but because much of the work we’ve
been able to accomplish involves our corps of
volunteers, who give selflessly of their time and
energy to improve the waters in their own backyards.
In the presentation in Washington last week, TU’s
Science Team was singled out for its unique
contribution to conservation on public lands in
America. Through TU’s unique Conservation
Success Index, which has essentially inventoried
native trout populations all across America, the
USFS and the BLM have been able to prioritize
important restoration projects. And, when it comes
time to get those projects done, they often partner
with TU to ensure the projects have a private-sector
investment. It’s a process that works incredibly
well, and has for years.
Most importantly, TU’s partnerships with the BLM
and the Forest Service have served to protect and
improve vital trout and salmon habitat all over
America. And intact habitat translates directly into
quality fishing. It’s simply another example of how
TU and its members make the fishing world better
every single day.
We’re grateful for the award, and committed to
continuing these great partnerships well into the
future
Chris Hunt—TU National

What created your sense of wonder about the natural
world? Do you remember an occasion from childhood
when you first became enchanted by the free-flowing
waters of a certain stream? There is a good chance that, as a
child, you spent time with a family member or friend who
shared their love of the outdoors with you. Like many
others, your early experience grew into a passion to conserve those and other natural places.
All Kids Can Become Stream Explorers
Trout Unlimited's Stream Explorer membership offers kids
a chance to learn about wild fish and the natural world.
Now more than ever, kids need to be inspired to get outside
and discover the fascinating life of trout and salmon and the
rivers that sustain them. A Stream Explorers membership is
a positive step toward creating the next generation of
environmental stewards.
For Children Up to 12 Years Old
For elementary-aged kids, we focus on two things: a love of
nature and a love of fishing. Members up to 12 years old
will receive four issues of Stream Explorers magazine,
which introduces them to the wonders of cold water and the
fish that live there. Activities and experiments in each issue
encourage the kids to go outside, find a stream or green
spot, and engage with nature in a new way. Each Stream
Explorer will also receive invitations from his or her
chapter to attend any family events or fishing days.
Member benefits also include the Stream Explorers website, TU wall calendar, membership card, and stickers. Take
a look at our membership brochure or directly join today at
our secure website.
For Youth 13 and Older
For teenagers, we continue to focus on fishing, and then
help the youth translate a love of nature into conservation
action. Teenaged Stream Explorers are invited by their
local chapters to all fishing and conservation events. Most
councils invite all the teens in the state to apply for their
annual summer Youth Conservation Camp or Academy, a
weeklong immersion in conservation and fishing. These
youth can learn to translate the leadership skills they gain
into action at college, where they can organize a 5 Rivers
College sub-chapter. All youth members (13 and older) also
receive Trout magazine, stickers, a TU wall calendar, and a
membership card. Take a look at our Stream Explorers
membership brochure or join today at our secure website.
For more information, contact streamexplorers@tu.org..
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By Tom McCoy
Wednesday we packed early and got on the road with a coffee from the Conoco (which had been Sinclair),
heading up 90 to St. Regis where we would eat, then over to 135 and eventually 200 north to Troy and
Libby.
In St. Regis the Orvis shop had closed and we visited another owned by Bob Cantrell, a likable fellow who
shared information freely with us. He was busy on the Clark’s Fork and offered an opinion on the Bull. He
felt that we could trust the Linehan’s to figure it out. We had breakfast at Jaspers and the huckleberry cakes
were the best of the trip – A+. Don’t miss them when in the area.
As we came to Thompson Falls we decided to try the
Thompson River which my partner had fished on an earlier
trip. He remembered easy access but also a preponderance
of flies, not mayflies but house flies; not biters but still
annoying.
It was a delightful stream with lots of access as a logging
road ran along both sides. We drove for a while looking
for a place he liked. I saw plenty of pocket water and
boulder pools that I have always preferred but soon we found an easy access in a low gradient section with a
good gravel bar, his preferred geography.
We both did well but eventually the fish seemed to turn off,
or as he put it “shut down.” We moved to another section
and I followed him up stream finding little success where you
think they would be confirming his diagnosis that they had
turned off.
As he moved up to the head of an incoming rapid I fished my
way up with an ant pattern, finally connecting with small
Cutt’s in the edge of the riffle midstream rather than next to
the undercut banks or deeper runs where you would expect
them.
On the way out we noticed on the map that the road went all the way up to Rt. 2, the road we would
eventually take from Libby to Kalispell. I made a note to ask some folks about it and try the upper
Thompson on that travel day.
The next day we did the Yaak, as you now know, and were heading for the next leg of our trip which was
bringing us to Kalispell and the Flathead River. Our B&B breakfast was stuffed French toast with fruit and
sausage and delicious. We bid our hostess good bye and headed east on Rt. 2 hoping to do the upper
Thompson on our way. I was looking forward to hitting this nice piece of water both coming and going.
(Continued next page)
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(Continued from page 9)
The dirt road was marked at the intersection but the only signs
after that were of a private corporation – the logging company
whose road we were on. There is a smaller two rut road that runs
parallel to it after a while which zig-zags down to the river. We
passed many interesting and fishy looking stretches of beaver
meadow which eventually opened up to a freestone like the lower
river, but smaller in breadth. We had been advised to drive to
where the bridge crosses and the road continues south on both
sides of the river, like the lower section we fished earlier. What
we didn’t know was that was to be 28 miles of dirt road
from Rt. 2.
I was happy with much of the water we were passing and we did stop about 17 miles in to try it. We had a
few fish at the first spot and my partner hit a number at the second spot as I rested on the bridge taking
video. Logging trucks barreled by leaving me in a dust storm so thick I needed to cover my head with my
jacket to breath.
When we finally made it to our destination it was late and
we were tired. I knew getting wet would take at least a few
hours of exploration to satisfy my curiosity and we had a
rendezvous to keep with a Laundromat. Such are the
perils of travelling light. So we turned and headed out for
Kalispell – another 28 miles on the dirt road.
This river deserves much more time and attention, if the
opportunity should arise again. But next time I think I’ll
just fish it from top to bottom rather than hitting it coming
and going.
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