( The Tribal name of Long island )

Long Island Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Newsletter
Next Chapter Meeting

T.U. PHILOSOPHY
We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

October 2017

Tuesday, October 17, 2017 | 7:30 PM at
Caleb Smith State Park
581 W Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown

Guest Speaker: Chris Aigner, LITU
Dear Conservationists and Fishermen,

Join Us for the LITU Annual Banquet

November
2017
This month, I had theFriday
rare and special
experience 3rd,
(while on
my honeymoon no less!)
to experience fly fishing
in Japan. I know
what you're
all goingNY
to say - "did you do
Memorare
Club,
Seaford
tenkara??" - well... no... I didn't.... but! I did ask about it and it was about the same
reply you get here - it's good for tiny streams. Oh well! My guide, Iwao Shimoyama,
took us out on some
beautiful, medium
sized streams
in Hokkaido,
Donations
are being
accepted
Nowthe northern-most
and most-wild island in Japan. We fished gin-clear and emerald streams lined with
bamboo and had hot ramen noodles for lunch (made from scratch!). My fiancé and I
Monetary
donations
needed
to purchase
bucket
caught
native first-year
Yamameare
salmon,
brown and
rainbow trout.
And we raffle
did it on
the cheap! prizes
(except for
the
guide)
If
you'd
like
to
hear
more
about
this
and
just
for the November 3rd fundraiser event. how
feasible this would be for you - come to this month's chapter meeting at Caleb Smith
State Park, October 17th 7pm and hear me talk about "Fly Fishing in Japan on a
Budget".Please see Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the
September Chapter meeting to make your donations or
Please remember, everyone, that we are coming up on the best time of year - the ancontact him at pmharris68@hotmail.com
nual banquet on November 3rd! I've been looking forward to another fun night as I'm
sure you have - please don't forget to send in your invitation rsvp or buy a ticket
online so we can get an accurate account of the attendees.
I hope everyone got in a few more casts before end of season - remember that the
Croton East Branch and Connetquot are great places for late fall and winter fishing!
See you soon everyone!
Tight Lines,
Christopher Aigner
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Donations are Requested
for the LITU Annual Banquet
Friday November 3rd, 2017
Memorare Club, Seaford NY
Monetary donations are needed to purchase bucket raffle
prizes for the November 3rd fundraiser event.
Please see Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the
October Chapter meeting to make your donations or
contact him at pmharris68@hotmail.com
____________________________________________
One of the Banquet Auction Items
donated by Nick and Nancy Groudas, Groudas Art

3
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President: Christopher Aigner (516) 236-1260
Vice President: Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925
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Guest Speaker: Chris Aigner., LITU

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655
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Fly Fishing in Japan on a Budget
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http://www.longislandtu.org
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Tips for October 2017
In Big Water, Thin Line Helps - When fishing larger rivers for fish such as rainbow trout, which tend to make
long runs, it is a distinct advantage to use as thin a fly
line as possible. A thicker diameter line will be subject
to a much greater amount of pressure from the water
and the pull of the fish than will a thinner line. It also
helps to keep as much line out of the water as possible
when you feel a fish begin to run.
Salvaging Paste Floatant - Paste floatants in small
squeeze-type containers are widely used. In cooler
weather, it is often difficult to squeeze the floatant out
once the container is partially used since it clings to all
sides of the container. When this gets difficult, place
the container in a microwave oven with the container
top open and heat the paste until it liquifies and runs to
the bottom of the container. Even though the container seems to be nearly empty prior to heating, you may
find that half the paste remains once it is liquefied and
settled. If the problem recurs, save the partially used
container and purchase a new one. When the new
container is half used, liquefy the first container by
heating and pour it (if possible) into the new one to fill
it.
Check Those Aging Eyes - As we age, most of us begin
to have trouble focusing on small objects in the distance. Even though you may not need to wear distance
eyeglasses every day, a pair of glasses may help you to
see in certain situations, such as fishing with small flies.
Your optometrist will know if a mild prescription will
help you. Whether you wear eyeglasses or not, be sure
to take steps to protect your eyes from the harmful
rays of the sun.

whip finish without worrying about wrapping in the
hackle fibers. (Marty Amsel)
Stripping Herl - Here's a method of removing the herl
from a peacock stem in preparation for making quill
bodies. The process works best when the stems are
still attached to the main peacock eye quill because
you have more control. First, dip the peacock eye into
a tray containing straight Clorox. Have a second tray
alongside with a baking soda solution to neutralize the
burning action of the Clorox. Dip the eye into the
Clorox for a few moments and swish the eye back and
forth. Then quickly remove the feather and place it in
the baking soda solution and swish it back and forth
again. It is better to remove the feather from the
bleach sooner rather than later as the stems will become brittle if left in too long. If all the herl has not
been removed, you can repeat the process. (Tony
Maniscalco)
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net

Calendar of Events
Guest Speaker
Chris Aigner. Flyfishing in Japan on a budget. October Chapter Meeting

Events
October 17, Chapter Meeting at Caleb Smith State
Park | 581 W Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown

I use Flip Focal Magnifier Lens 2x that attach to the
brim of your hat. It really helps to tie those size 24
flies.

November 1, Board Meeting

Whip Finishing a Parachute - If you use a whip finish
tool, use a down-eyed hook to tie the fly and, when
ready to whip finish, turn the fly over in the vise. This
upside-down technique may help you complete the

November 21, Chapter Meeting

November 3, LITU Banquet

http://www.longislandtu.org
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2017 Banquet Auction
Another item donated for the auction is a painting by John Fisher
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Cleanup on the East Branch of the Croton, October 1
By Tom McCoy, Tom’s Fishing Stories
We actually met at Croton Falls, on Rt. 22. It was a cleanup of the river’s lower East Branch organized by the Croton Chapter of TU who are its designated stewards. Peter Dubno had tried to organize a clean-up for LITU but ran
into issues with local jurisdictions. It seems that residents have to pay for trash collection or bring it to the
dump. Some residents consider the roadside a dump to avoid any fees. Sad. So we joined our sister chapter for a
day of giving back to the river.
We meet Frank DeGrazio and Les Gulitz, put on our waders, and head up river. There isn’t much trash by
the river but a lot on the road. We accumulate a few bags to add to the pile.

Me with Les Gulitz of Croton Chapter of TU
It occurs to me today that when I first started working, an early job was at Nassau Community College as a maintenance man. I wore a blue uniform and often was assigned to pick up trash along the roads while my peers were
walking to class or flirting with the girls. That was difficult. We also cleaned the trash from the roadway that
wound its way through the old Mitchell Field air strip to the south - no buildings were there yet: No coliseum or
hotel or north campus of Hofstra. The boss told us that the last time it was cleaned one guy found a $5 bill. This
kept me focused on searching for every piece of trash. $5 was a lot of money.
Now I cheerfully walk the roadside with bag and rake, picking the cups, cans, papers and plastic the citizens discard. It’s a better time of life in that regard.

Croton River
Afterwards Peter and I go to the Smoke House restaurant for a BBQ Quesadilla lunch with the sweetest cornbread
in the Hudson Valley, or so they said…and it was delicious. We tour the junction and the West Branch up to the
reservoir. All looks nice; a Westchester stream has rocks and falls and current. It looks like a mountain stream although it is not. The rocks have a fair share of goop on them and the bottom is a silty brown. Still it’s a beautiful
watershed with lots of deep fish holding pools and we are lucky to have it.
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Cleanup on the East Branch of the Croton (Continued)
Fishing season is closed as of October 1 except for the East Branch above some point near Borden’s Bridge in
Brewster. We head to the “Bathtub” by Sodom Dam of the East Reservoir. I had fished this area and the bridge
before with Peter. In fact, it is the only section I have ever fished on the Croton which is an extensive network of
dams and connecting streams.
There are fish, trout. Hold overs from the stockings and perhaps a few naturally reproducing. Frank mentioned
that they run up from the junction of the East and West Branches on occasion to spawn. There are also other
fish. I know there are sunnies and suckers because that is all I have caught here. Peter knows the place well and is
an extraordinary fisherman. He had a number of trout along with his share of warm water species. He did his best
to guide me into a catch, providing flies and advice. It was good to be out on a beautiful fall day casting a fly.
It was a good day with a good friend.

I don’t come here much. The trip and the bridges and the traffic are the main reasons but also there are only so
many hours in a life to fish and I enjoy the Island’s spring creeks and NY's mountains, be they Catskill or Adirondacks, and of course the salt. That is not to say that you shouldn’t give it a try if you haven’t already. Nick Lyons cut
his trout fishing teeth here, taking the train up from the City on opening day as a kid. Reading of his exploits make
being here that much more interesting. Check out the Reading Room for his books.
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Stand Up For Bristol Bay
Trout Unlimited has been fighting to protect Bristol Bay from the Pebble Mine for nearly a
decade. The truth is salmon runs are declining globally making Bristol Bay important not
only as a powerhouse for wild salmon, but also the engine for local and international
economies. With the threat of the Pebble Mine and other hard rock mining proposal on
adjacent state and federal land, now is the time to act to protect one of our greatest
treasures.

What’s at stake in Bristol Bay?
Largest sockeye salmon fishery in the WORLD
Combined Bristol Bay fishery is valued at $1.5 billion and supports over 14,000 jobs including commercial fishermen, processors, lodge owners, guides, tourism operators and
more.
30 Alaska Native Tribes in the region that depend on salmon to support their traditional
subsistence ways of life
World class fishing: Recreation and tourism spending in Bristol Bay brings $90 million annually to the state in the form of taxes and licenses through the 37,000 fishing trips taken
to the region each year.
“I am not opposed to mining, but [Pebble] is the wrong mine in the wrong place.”
Ted Stevens
Former U.S. Senator

Bristol Bay needs your help
Wrong mine. Wrong place.

Click here to Stand up for Bristol Bay today!
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Upcoming Event at Connetquot
Friday, October 13th, 2017
Fall 2017 Fishing Outing
The Friends would like to invite all to enjoy a day of fly fishing and a tasty gourmet lunch (catered by the Snapper Inn) on the beautiful Connetquot River.
Door prizes will be given away and light refreshments will be available.
Mark your calendars for October 13th, 2017. Admission is $ 75 per person as our
costs have increased.
There will be fish stocked for the occasion.
To reserve a spot please click here for the registration form. If you have any other
questions contact: Ed Kelleher – (631) 724-8134 or kellcomp@optonline.net
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LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746

Tel 631-271-4969

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org

RiverBayOutfitters.com
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Published by the Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries
Membership Application Page 2
October 2017
Stuart Buckner, Editor
8 Cardinal Lane
East Islip, NY 11730

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 17, Chapter Meeting at Caleb Smith State Park | 581 W
Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown
November 1, Board Meeting
November 3, LITU Banquet
Monthly Meetings
On the 3rd
Tuesday
At 7:30 PM

November 21, Chapter Meeting

Hicksville VFW Hall
320 So. Broadway,
Hicksville, NY
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