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Newsletter
T.U. PHILOSOPHY
We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

June 2020

The June Virtual Chapter Meeting will take place June 16 at
7:45 pm using GoToMeeting. See Page 2 for info to connect.
Guest Speaker: Meghan Barker, Bristol Bay Organizer, TU
TU’s Efforts to Protect Bristol Bay from the
Proposed Pebble Mine
To my fellow LITU members,

Join Us for the LITU Annual Banquet

I hope everyone is staying safe, and healthy,
Friday
November
3rd,
2017
and hopefully getting a chance to do a little fishing.
As you
know, due to the current
environment, we held
a
zoom
meeting
for
our
May
chapter
Memorare Club, Seaford meeting.
NY The guest presenter was John Kovach, Director of the Catskill Fly fishing Museum. John gave a very
good, and insightful presentation on the history and the future of the Catskill Museum. Our first zoomDonations
meeting went are
off very
well therefore,
it was
decided that we will
being
accepted
Now
be also holding the June chapter meeting as a virtual meeting.

The presenter for this month’s meeting will be the Bristol Bay organizer for Trout UnMonetary donations are needed to purchase bucket raffle
limited, Meghan Barker. Meghan will be presenting live from Alaska, and talking
prizesissues
for the
November
3rdto fundraiser
event.
about the current
and efforts
being taken
protect Alaska’s
Bristol Bay. Grab
some Coffee, sit on your couch, and join in to what will be a very informative presentation. Please see Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the
As a September
reminder, due toChapter
not being able
to hold to
a June
publicyour
meeting,
the LITU annual
meeting
make
donations
or
elections have been postponed. The Elections will be held at one of the fall Chapter
him ataspmharris68@hotmail.com
meetings, andcontact
will be announced
soon as it is established, all chapter members will
be notified. We are always looking for new people interested in assuming leadership
positions, either as future Board members, or as Committee members. If you are interested, or may be interested, please contact the Election committee. (See website
for contact information)
Please be sure to keep checking the Long Island TU website for status updates of future chapter meetings and events.
God bless all and stay safe!
Respectfully,
Mike Russell
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President: Mike Russell (631) 242-2707
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Will Present: Efforts to Protect Bristol
Bay from the Proposed Pebble Mine
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Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492

Paumonok
Published monthly September through June by the Long
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome.
Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries
and comments to the Editor: Stu Buckner
stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400

LIE

Wantagh State

Northern State Pkwy

Meghan Barker is the Bristol Bay Organizer for Trout Unlimited based in Anchorage, Alaska. Meghan works to
spread the word about the threat of Pebble to anglers and
fishing businesses in the Lower 48, and is rallying supporters to take action to stop the Pebble permitting process.

LITU - Bristol Bay Online Presentation
Tue, Jun 16, 2020 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM (EDT)

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet
or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/591962173

Old Country Rd
VFW

Southern State Pkwy

You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (312) 757-3121

http://www.longislandtu.org
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Tips for June
Nudge a Bad Cast, but Don’t Rip it Away – If you cast
is a little off target, continue to work the fly so as not
to “spook” the trout in the water where they may be
holding. You might pick up one where you thought
there was none. (Don Beistel)

into the surface film-and it works! Try not to use
Poison Ivy. (Jim Weaver)

Alternative to Ice Cubes in Coolers - When on a daylong fishing outing, ice cubes in a cooler tend to melt
quickly. In addition to less cooling, you'll have water
in the bottom of the cooler, which means soggy
food. As an alternative, freeze water in plastic conLines – Determining Tippet Sizes - Certain flies will
tainers such as plastic water, soda bottles or milk
cause a tippet to twist, especially when using fine tipcartons and use them instead of ice cubes. Do not fill
pets such as 6X, 7X, or 8X. This occurs when the fly is
them all the way to the top as freezing water extoo large for the tippet or by the nature of the fly itpands and may rupture the container. This ice lasts
self. A good rule of thumb in selecting tippets is to
much longer than cubes, there will be no water in
divide the hook size of the fly you intend to use by
the bottom of the cooler, and you'll have ice water
three to get the appropriate "X" size of the tippet. For
to drink as the ice melts in the containers. (Jim
example, if you intend to fish a size 18 hook, divide
Weaver)
18 by three and you'll find you should use a 6X tippet.
This rule is, of course, not set in stone and simply pro- Enjoy Your Summer – STAY SAFE - Tight Lines
vides a good starting point. Stream conditions, size of
your quarry, and the characteristics of the particular
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net
tippet material may dictate a larger or smaller tippet
diameter. Not all tippet materials are made the exactly the same. They can have different breaking
strengths, different degrees of suppleness, and so
forth. Experimentation will help you tweak the
"divide by three" formula to your best advantage.
(Jim Weaver)

Calendar of Events

Moisten Knots Before Pulling Tight - Any knot you tie
Enjoy the Summer!
in monofilament will be stronger if you moisten the
material just before pulling it tight. The friction
caused by dry monofilament will distort and weaken Board Meeting - September 2
it. The mono can be moistened by water or saliva.
(Jim Weaver)
Chapter Meeting- September 15
Trick for Leader Preparation - An interesting tip was
presented on the Classic & Custom Fly Shop website.
They suggested that you should prepare a new leader
for use by taking green leaves, crushing them, and
then rubbing them on the leader. This will remove
the glare from the leader and cause it to sink slightly

http://www.longislandtu.org

4

NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation
Trout Stream Management in New York
Inland Trout Stream Management
Inland trout streams are an important component of New York State's diverse fishery resource. An
abundance of trout fishing opportunity is available to New York anglers. To get a rough idea of the extent of the resource, consider that trout have been documented in over 3,000 New York streams and
over 80% of these streams supported wild trout. In 2016, hatchery-reared trout were stocked in 444
streams to enhance trout fishing opportunity. Additionally, New York anglers rank inland trout streams
second only to warmwater lakes among their preferred water bodies for recreational fishing (2007 New
York Statewide Angler Survey).
Streams with the ecological characteristics necessary to support brown trout, rainbow trout and native
brook trout are not uniformly distributed across the state and the productive capacity of these streams
varies widely. Trout stream management means maintaining and, where possible, increasing the value
of this resource to the recreational users and to the general public. A wide variety of tools are available
to fisheries managers to achieve this goal; notably fishing regulations, access and information, habitat
protection and improvement, and stocking hatchery-reared trout. As a public agency founded on scientific principles, NYSDEC places great importance on measuring the outcome of management strategies
against well-defined objectives.

Public Comment Period Open for draft Fisheries Management Plan
for Inland Trout Streams in New York State.
A Draft Fisheries Management Plan for Inland Trout Streams (PDF) is available for public comment until
June 25, 2020. The purpose of this fisheries management plan is to guide the efforts and resources of
the Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) toward managing New York's trout stream
fisheries according to their ecological and recreational potential. The Plan was written to communicate
what outcomes the DEC will strive to achieve while managing for a diversity of fishing experiences, and
provide anglers with the means to find those experiences. The Plan builds on prior experience reexamined in response to new information and the top desired outcomes expressed by the angling public in
sixteen public meetings held statewide in 2017.

Comment on the draft plan
To comment on the plan, send an e-mail with the subject line "Trout Stream Plan" or send written comments to the contact listed below.
Email: trout@dec.ny.gov Contact: Fred Henson, Coldwater Fisheries Unit Leader, NYSDEC-Division of
Fish and Wildlife, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4753
NYS DEC will accept public comments on the draft plan until June 25, 2020.
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The Birthday Fish
By Joe Odierna, Guest Contributor
I decided to go fishing for my birthday. I call Connetquot on Monday to make a reservation for Thursday. I
should have known better, the Park is closed on Mondays. I call Tuesday morning and the gent I spoke to
said I am the first to make a reservation, for any session, so I should be good if I check in around 10:30.
Thursday comes. I decide to check in “early” - around 9:30. When I get there I’m told that I’m #6 in line for a
spot. Damn – I thought I would have been #1, it is my birthday after all. The morning session is full and the
afternoon is overbooked. “Them’s the breaks.” I am hoping to get site 10 since I don't remember fishing it
before. That looks doubtful now that I am sixth in line.
I leave and go to the Park to wait and who do I see, in spite of the distance and face-covering masks, but LITU buddies Stu Bruckner and Bob
Zucker. Stu’s distinctive voice gave him away as he was on the phone.
Waiting on line to choose our sites, Bob gets #15 and Stu takes #11. The
gent who has 5th choice takes 10. So close! Does he not know it's my
birthday?
I see 13 is open.
I've fished it several times before and figured, what the heck. Site 13 is where people heading downstream
to the lower beats cross the river. It can be bothersome, having folks tromping back and forth as you try to
fool a fish, but I figured I could deal with it.
I usually set up from the platform first, upstream of the stairs, and will probably start working the water
running right in front of the tree on the opposite bank. The fish normally pool up there. A rock weir and a
log in the water just below it makes for some nice holding water. Sure enough, there are multiple fish here
and further downstream as well, below the rocks and log. Two nice fish in particular, 20+ inches, but right in
the path were folks will cross.
I figure they have been spooked so many times that it's not worth trying but I do. No luck with the big
ones, or the smaller ones hanging out with them. I stick with this area for three hours and I am skunked –
multiple hits you understand and several takes, but I just couldn’t get them to the net. The area has a lot of
tree cover which is good for the fish but not so much for me. I lose so many flies I lose count. One of the
nice 14 inch fish next to the big ones FINALLY took my fly, but again spit it out. I gave up on those beasts.
I forgot to mention, Stu followed Bob and I to the river. On the way to his site, he stops by Bob's (15). He
catches two there before he continues on his way, stopping at my site before crossing. His secret? A dropper rigged up with a Zonker. A Zonker! I have used a Woolly Bugger dropper before but never a Zonker, not
here. Not anywhere.
As luck would have it he got into a BAD tangle and had to re-rig after trying to undo it. I must have tied on
three or four flies and even a new tippet while he struggles with his tangled mess. It is that bad. I toss an Iris
Caddis, a small Hendrickson emerger, a Montana Monster, a Joe-Stack, you name it. I even tied a dropper
to the Montana Monster and quickly proceeded to tangle it in the same tree Stu had occupied.
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The Birthday Fish (continued)
I get hits, but no hookups. Stu is impressed that I am getting them to
hit on dries at all as he finally gets back in the water. I let him work
my water and move down to check the water between 13 and 12
when I hear a lot of splashing. Stu is tight to one of the smaller fish by
the platform. He changed up his approach, taking my idea of tying a
Woolly Bugger as the dropper. Damn! I should learn to take my own
advice!
Above the platform is some shadowy, shallow, slack water under multiple trees. A felled tree cuts across the stream making
casting difficult. All day long I watch a muskrat (I think it’s a
muskrat, I have no idea what he actually was) swimming
along the far bank. Back and forth this muskrat goes, busy
as a little beaver.
Below me, in the water between 13 and 12, there is a large
swan eating the vegetation. It is in the distance and not
bothering with me, so we are all good. Now, all of a sudden
as I am about to cast into the shadowy area to a few rising
fish, yes, FINALLY rising fish, I hear peeping behind me.
Guess who? The momma swan with her flock of babies.
There must have been 7 or 8 of them. The mother and her
babies come swimming across MY STREAM to have lunch just above the felled tree, on top of the once rising fish. Another one who doesn’t know it’s my birthday!
The mother grabs some vegetation from the bottom,
shakes it free and lets it float down to the babies. She
plucks out 10 times what the babies take and the rest
floats down to me. I wait until they are finished and
proceeded to cast. I have a few hits on the Iris Caddis
and one BIG fin swims towards it, but turns at the last
minute. At least they are still interested.
At 3:00, the gentleman from site 10 comes off early.
“There are only 5 fish on 10 and I caught two” he says.
Maybe his being ahead of me in line and taking 10 was
not such a bad thing after all. I tell him there are plenty
of fish here so feel free to give'em a try. It’s nice to be
nice and a great way to meet new friends.
We get to talking, I mention that it’s my birthday, and he wishes me well sending luck my way so I can have
my birthday fish. We both continue at 13, me with the Iris Caddis, then a Henryville Special, a CDC caddis
and did get a few hits, but again, no hook ups. Scratching my head and trying to figure this out I remember
a fly I was fooling around with while tying one night.
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The Birthday Fish (continued)
I tied it on. I can only describe it as a monster renegade. A size 10 with a
deer hair compara-dun wing, peacock hurl body, white hackle at the rear
and gold tinsel wrapped at the bend of the hook, a tag. It floats like a cork.
I know just where to test it. I have been trying for this rising fish just behind the felled tree ever since the swans left. There are actually several of
them and they seem to be showing some interest in my flies as the day
wears on, but they just don't take.
So I put the new creation over them and low and behold - I hook one. A
nice fish, very strong. My new friend says “Happy Birthday!” “Not ‘till I get
it in the net” is my response. I hooked a similar fish earlier that acted the
same way, running all around the pool and then headed downstream.
That’s when I lost him. When he turned. But not this one - a beautiful 14
inch Brookie!
So that was the icing on the cake but there is more. My new friend is suddenly into a fish! Thinking it is one of the monsters I have been watching I
asked, “You get the big one?” But no, it is a small Rainbow. Switching back to the Iris Caddis, and letting it
swing, I have another small Rainbow as I see his rod bend again, big time.
It was a Rainbow, a female, a solid 20 inch cow. How do I know? - Because when we measured her on the
platform her eggs came spewing out. No photo. He quickly put her back in the water and after a quick
breath she swam away.
What did he get her on? Well, his wife had just given him some pink scuds as a gift. What a gift!
I must say I was a bit saddened to see her eggs on the platform.
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NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation
Special Projects
Fall 2017 Public Meeting Series
A concise report summarizing the statewide meeting series on trout stream management conducted during the fall of 2017 is available.
Learn more about the meetings and the results.

Fisheries Investigation Plan for the Delaware Tailwaters
The Delaware tailwaters are one of New York's premier wild trout fisheries. The information on the biological and angler use characteristics of the wild trout fishery of the Delaware tailwaters is outdated and
predates significant changes in the fishery. This Plan outlines the information we will be collecting that
will help develop a new trout management plan for the Delaware Tailwaters.
Learn more about the Fisheries Investigation Plan for the Delaware Tailwaters.

More about Trout Stream Management in New York:
Public Perspectives on Trout Stream Management in New York State - Public Perspectives on Trout
Stream Management in New York State - Fall 2017 Public Meeting Series Summary
Fisheries Investigation Plan for the Delaware Tailwaters - Access to PDF documents for the Fisheries
Investigation Plan for the Delaware Tailwaters.
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Where to catch Trout on Long Island
Long Island Trout Unlimited
has been producing a stream
guide for our spring creeks for
many years. This is the 3rd
edition and has been updated
with additional rivers, more
detailed information on where
to fish, a little history, and
even QR codes to make it easy
for you to search the web.
A beefy 70 pages with descriptions and maps to get you
where you need to go. It is
priced at a very reasonable
$14.00 and is available on the
LITU website as well as LITU
meetings, River Bay Outfitters,
Campsite Sport Shop, and Terminal Tackle in Kings Park
Get yourself a copy!
You can also order the book
by mail:
Send a $17 check made out to
“LITU” ($17 book, $3 shipping),
Include the address you want
it shipped to.
Send to:
LITU Stream Guide, c/o T. LoProto, 68 Murray
Drive, Westbury, NY 11590
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LITU Raffle for an Orvis Helios 3F
4-Weight, 10 Foot Fly Rod
Retail price: $898 - $20/ticket. Only 60 tickets
will be sold

The Croton Watershed Chapter
Newsletter

To stay in touch with news and
events of Croton Watershed
Chapter of TU, click here

Specifications:
• Helios 3F 10' 4-wt.
• Reel seat is type III anodized aluminum Midnight
•
•
•
•
•
•

black w/ Matte Storm carbon insert
Matte Storm blank
Green accent wrap
Black/gray main wraps
REC recoil snake guides
SiC/titanium stripping guides
Aluminum rod tube

To purchase raffle tickets, mail a check to:

Rod Raffle, c/o T. LoProto, 68 Murray Drive, Westbury, NY 11590

Used Fly fishing & other Gear
for Sale
For Sale:
• Scott STS - 9-foot 12 weight 3-piece Rod (1290-3)
for Tarpon fishing. Like New, was $300 now $250
(original $700).
For info call Lou Casio 718-397-5862
——————————————————
Disclaimer: LITU provides this information as a service to members. All sales
are between seller and buyer. LITU does not inspect, warranty, or in any
way guarantee the condition of items advertised for sale.

http://www.longislandtu.org
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River Bay Outfitters
980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510
riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748
paul@riverbayoutfitters.com

River Bay Outfitters
980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510
riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748
paul@riverbayoutfitters.com

http://tomsfishingstories.com

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Enjoy the Summer!
Board Meeting - September 2
Chapter Meeting- September 15
Monthly Meetings
On the 3rd
Tuesday
At 7:30 PM
Hicksville VFW Hall
320 So. Broadway,
Hicksville, NY
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