
1 

 

Join Us for the LITU Annual Banquet 
Friday November 3rd, 2017 
Memorare Club, Seaford NY 

 
Donations are being accepted Now 

 
Monetary donations are needed to purchase bucket raffle 

prizes for the November 3rd fundraiser event.  
 

Please see  Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the  
September Chapter meeting to make your donations or  

contact  him at pmharris68@hotmail.com 

 
T.U. PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon. It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel. It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit. It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief 
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery. It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems. 
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
 
 

 

Next Chapter Meeting: Tuesday, January 21 @ 7:30 PM  
 

Guest Speaker: Frank DeGrazio—Fly Fishing the 
Croton Watershed 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
 

( The Tribal name of Long island ) 

Long Island Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited 

Newsletter                                      January 2020 

 
 

Dear LITU Members and Friends,  
 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! To all my fellow fishing conservationist friends. I hope everyone had a 
peaceful and joyous holiday season. As a new year begins, I am looking forward to a new 
fishing season. As I write this there are 89 days until the opening day of trout season. This 
is a good time to practice tying, and possibly developing new patterns. Who Knows, you 
may come up with a quality fly pattern that will be in the same class as Pete Dubno’s 
“Pink Bubble Gum” and Joe Odierna’s “Joe Stack”.  
 
We should also begin to think about the projects we want to start and or complete this 
year. If anyone has a project that they would like to suggest, and or work, on please con-
tact me or one of the board members.  
 
There was a good turnout at the December holiday meeting, and thank you to everyone 
for bringing food for the Holiday Party. There was a nice variety of good food, and it was 
great to see long time standing, and new members attend. 
 
The guest speaker for the January 2020 chapter meeting will be Frank DeGrazio pre-
senting “Fly Fishing the Croton”. Frank is a New York State licensed fly fishing guide and 
the guide manager for the Angler. I am looking forward to seeing his presentation.  
 
Reminder, the BOD is always looking for people interested in assuming leadership posi-
tions either as future Board members, or as Committee members. If anyone is interested, 
please feel free to talk to me or a member of the board at a chapter meeting, or contact 
me directly.    

 
Respectfully,  
Mike Russell 
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Frank DeGrazio will discuss fly fishing in the Croton Water-
shed, with a focus on the East Branch of the Croton, and 
the West Branch 
below Croton 
Falls Reservoir.  

 

Southern State Pkwy 

LIE 

Northern State Pkwy 

Old Country Rd 
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Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos 
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. 

Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries 
and comments to the Editor:  Stu Buckner  

stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400 
 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Mike Russell (631) 242-2707 

Vice President:  Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925    

Secretary:  Rick Vickers (516) 671-5573 

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655 

Editor-in-chief: Stu Buckner (631) 834-1400  

Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Guest Speaker: Frank DeGrazio, Guide 
Manager, Anglers Den Fly Shop, will 
present: ‘Fly Fishing the Croton Watershed’ 
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January 8, Board Meeting 
 
January 21, Chapter meeting (Holiday Party) 

  

 

Tips for December  
 

Happy Holidays, a Healthy New Year and Plenty 
of Memorable Fishing Stories. 
 

And May God grant you the Serenity to accept 
the ones that got away, the Courage not to tell 
stories about it, and the Wisdom to know that no 
one would believe you anyway. 
 

Keep Guides from Freezing - Here's a tip that will 
be beneficial to those of you who fish for trout in 
winter.  Fishing in freezing weather inevitably 
means that rod guides will freeze up.  Try using 
"Rain-X," available in all auto stores, to help pre-
vent ice.  Apply the Rain-X to the rod guides the 
day before you plan to fish and allow the liquid to 
dry thoroughly before placing the rod back in its 
case. This should help prevent freeze-ups.  But, do 
not apply Rain-X to your fly line-it may damage the 
Finish and Line.  
Bill Weidemann 
 

Keep Fish in Water in Temperatures Below Freez-
ing - Cold temperatures can cause severe damage 
to soft tissue, like eyes and gills, which are essen-
tial for survival. Whenever possible, keep fish in 
the water while handling, and unhooking them. 
Use a pair of forceps to remove the hook. You've 
heard of the “hold your breath when you pull a 
fish from the water” idea. If you want to take a pic-
ture, keep the fish in a net while preparing the 
camera. It’s best to remove any kind of glove and 
wet your hands before handling a fish, for a photo, 
as cloth is extremely adept at removing the protec-
tive slime layer that shields the fish from harmful 
fungi, bacteria, and ectoparasites. Ken Mattera 
 

Permanent Labeling for Plastic Boxes - To prevent 
markings on plastic gear and fly boxes from being 
rubbed off, use a permanent marker to label your  

 
 
 
 
 
 
boxes and then coat the marking with clear Sally 
Hansen "Hard as Nails" polish.  Once dry, it pre-
vents the markings from being smudged or rubbed 
off.  
Red Ratcliffe 
 
Tricks with Return Address Labels - Remember to 
bring a sheet of peel-off address labels to fishing 
shows. They come in handy for catalog requests, 
raffle tickets, mailing list requests, etc. This way, 
the only thing you have to add in most cases is 
your telephone number.  They are also useful for 
identifying rod tubes. Just stick them in position 
and cover with a thin layer of thread winding ce-
ment or 30-minute epoxy (5-minute epoxy will yel-
low after a while).  Jim Soychak 
 
Storing Adhesives - Put Aquaseal and similar mate-
rials in the freezer to increase the longevity of 
these products after they're opened. You might get 
several years of use from a product that is stored 
in this way.  Dick Jogodnik 
 
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Calendar of Events                            

mailto:KensTUTips@verizon.net
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                      THE WEDDING RING AND FLY FISHING FOR TROUT 
By Joseph Pepe and Tom McCoy 

 

My wife Christal asked if I would take Steve fly fishing. Steve works with Christal, as a volunteer in the Floral 
Park Fire Department Rescue.  She told me he had been Fly Fishing four or five times, but never caught a 
fish. 
 

I try never to refuse my wife a request, especially when she asks me to go fishing. I called Steve and made 
arrangements to fish the Connetquot with him on Sunday, May 19th.  
 

On Sunday, I picked Steve up at about 9:00 a.m. and drove to the Connetquot. Three fishermen signed up 
before us. The skies were slightly overcast, the sun intermittingly breaking through; 64 degrees, with no rain 
in the forecast. We had an almost perfect day for fly fishing.  Steve was very excited.  
 

We drove to the parking area adjacent to the Hatchery where we suited up in our waders. Steve was using 
my 8ft, 3wt Sage, which I purchased from John Fischer about 8 years ago. Any rod that John used had a 
magical way of catching fish. I gave Steve that particular rod because I knew it would catch fish for him. 
 

We started the walk to beats 9 and 10 when I saw Jason Creech walking from the river with an attractive 
young woman with dark hair and olive skin.  I introduced Steve to Jason and the young woman. Jason intro-
duced the young woman as Karina, his new bride. Both Jason and Karina wore big smiles. They looked truly 
happy.  Jason told us that he and Karina had a great day fishing. He caught about 10 fish and Karina, who 
was new to fly fishing, caught three. They both had that joyful glow of a couple enjoying each other’s com-
pany, enhanced by a great day of fly fishing.  Jason made recommendations regarding flies adding the fish 
were hanging close to the banks.   
 

We exchanged salutations and parted. As we walked along the river, I thought to myself how lucky Jason 
was to have such a lovely wife who enjoyed fishing with him. 
 

When we arrived at our beats, I gave Steve a few pointers on reading the waters.  I set his rod up with my 

favorite fly, the Dette modified hare’s ear, and an indicator about 18 inches above the fly. I demonstrated 

several basic small stream casting techniques, to help avoid getting snagged in the trees and bushes. 

As I expected we had a fantastic day on the river. Steve hooked into 7 trout and landed 4, which I thought 
was fantastic for a beginner. I hooked into 14 and landed 14, which for me is a great day on any river, even 
the Connetquot.  Steve was ecstatic and said he was forever indebted to me for a great day of fishing. Little 
did he know, I had little to do with him catching fish, it was actually John Fischer’s magical rod. I didn’t tell 
him that though instead, I accepted the credit. 
 

The next morning, I got a call from Jason. He was very upset. He explained that yesterday, when he arrived 

home, he realized he did not have his wedding ring on his finger.  He had taken several photos of himself 

and his wife with their catches. In the first several photos, he was wearing the ring, but in one of the later 

photos with a fish he was not.  He recalled the general area where he caught that particular fish. He was 

certain that he lost his ring, either landing or releasing that fish.  

He asked if I knew anyone with a metal detector. As luck had it, my son Joseph, who is a Physician’s Assis-

tant, is a metal detector enthusiast. Joseph has two metal detectors, one of which has hydro capabilities. 

However, a week earlier, Joseph brought me one of his detectors, it was not working. He asked that I  
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THE WEDDING RING AND FLY FISHING FOR TROUT (continued) 

 
package it and Fed Ex it to the manufacturer for repair.  I didn’t know whether or not the detector I sent off 
was his hydro detector.  
 

I called my son, he told me the one I sent out for repair was not the hydro metal detector. He had the hydro 
detector in the trunk of his car.  I explained Jason’s situation. I asked if he was available to go to the Con-
netquot to search for the ring?  He was approaching the Whitestone Bridge on his way to work in the Bronx.  
He explained that Jason had 1 chance in 500,000 of finding his ring in a river with a current. I asked if he 
could meet me at my house to give me the metal detector. He hemmed and hawed stating he would be late 
for work.  He said he would call me back in two minutes.  
 

He called back and said he spoke with his co-worker who he was scheduled to relieve and explained that he 
would be late for work. His co-worker agreed to remain at the hospital until Joseph arrived to relieve him.  
 

He met me at my house, gave me the metal detector, provided a crash course on its use and quickly left for 
work. 
 

I immediately called Jason “I have a metal detector and I will meet you at the Connetquot.”  Jason was at 
work and not certain he could get away besides he didn’t have his boots or waders. I told him that time was 
of the essence. I was certain the current in the river was moving the ring, 24 hours had already passed and 
to wait any longer would be foolish. Jason said he’d get right back to me. 
 

He called back in 5 minutes, said he made arrangements to leave his office and Karina was going to meet 
him with his boots and waders. I told him I would meet him at the Connetquot. 
 

Since the Connetquot is closed on Mondays, I called John Fischer, explained the situation and asked him to 

try to get authorization for Jason and me to get onto the preserve. John called me back in two minutes “it is 

done, tell the receptionist at the gate that Norm authorized your entry into the preserve”. I thanked John 

and left for the Connetquot.  

Jason and I arrived within minutes of each other. We put on our booths and waders. We walked to beat 16, 
Jason pointed out the area where he believed he lost his ring. It was about 70 feet down river from the 
platform adjacent to the water falls.  Jason wanted to start the search right where he caught the fish, but I 
strongly suggested we start about 50 feet below that area. I felt strongly that in the last 24 hours, the ring 
was carried downstream by the current. We debated the strategy for two minutes. I won. We started the 
search below where he caught the fish. Not easy winning a debate with a trial lawyer. 
 

In an effort to minimize the area we disturbed we walked directly next to each other.  My son also gave me 

a metal scooper to dig into the bottom of the stream.  I worked the detector in a grid search pattern, while 

Jason did the scooping.  Almost immediately the metal detector started to beep.  I saw the look of excite-

ment on Jason’s face, the truth is, I was also excited. Jason scooped the area identified by the detector.  He 

scooped up a full load of sand and pebbles and sifted through it.  He found nothing.  I got concerned, was 

the detector working and was I using it properly?  I went over the same area a second time. The detector 

gave off a signal again.  Jason conducted a second scooping, low and behold there was a prince nymph. I 

was comforted to know the detector was actually working.  
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THE WEDDING RING AND FLY FISHING FOR TROUT (continued) 

 
We continued the grid search moving very slowly up river. We searched the bottom of the river in two feet 
increments. We searched up river about five feet when again the detector beeped.  Jason scooped the area. 
He found another fly.  We moved up the river another five feet when the detector again beeped.  This beep 
was louder with a faster cadence than the previous two beeps. I told Jason this may be the ring. He got ex-
cited and began scooping.  Again, he found a fly, a large olive green wooley bugger. I was somewhat disap-
pointed as was Jason, but again it was comforting to know the detector was working and I was using it cor-
rectly.   We moved up the river about three more feet when the detector again gave off a signal.  This signal 
was even louder with a higher pitch than the previous two.  I didn’t want to give Jason another false hope, 
so I didn’t mention it. 
 

Jason dug with the scooper and brought up a full load.  He sifted through the sand and pebbles. He suddenly 
sprung around.  Looked at me in amazement with a huge smile on his face. He reached into the scooper. 
There was the ring. EUREKA!!!!!!!!!!. 
 

He was simply over joyed and exasperated.  He felt very guilty losing the ring his wife gave him, now he was 
vindicated. As we walked out of the river, I saw the same glow over Jason that I saw the day before. 
 

About 9 members of the Long Island Flyrodders were walking past us as we were exiting the river. They 
were there for a Monday private session of fishing. One of them asked what we were doing in the river.  Ja-
son excitedly explained that he had lost his wedding ring yesterday and we searched for it and found it.  Not 
one of the Flyrodders appeared interested or impressed. I asked if someone would take a photo of us with 
the ring.  I got no takers.  They were anxious to start fishing. They nodded and simply continued walking to 
their beats.  
 

I guess succeeding at a 1 chance in 500,000 endeavor is nothing compared to fly fishing for trout.  
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DEC Hosts Its First Open House at the Greater Niagara 
Fishing & Outdoor Expo 

DEC will host an open house during the 7th Annual Greater Niagara Fishing & Outdoor Expo at the Niagara 
Falls Conference & Events Center on Saturday, January 18, 2020, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. With it's expanded 
role at this premier fishing expo, DEC will lead ‘State of Lake Ontario’ and ‘State of Lake Erie’ sessions for 
anglers. 
During three, one-hour sessions, DEC experts will talk one-on-one with attendees to highlight the main as-
pects of its upcoming 'State of the Lake' meetings held in March and April and answer any questions they 
may have. There will be nine subject matter stations at DEC's open house: 
• Lake Ontario – open lake 
• Lake Ontario – tributaries 

• Lake Erie 

• Niagara River 
• Great Lakes fish production and stocking 

• Finger Lakes 
• Fishing opportunities for women 

• Trout stream management 
• Law enforcement 
 

 

 

https://niagarafishingexpo.com/
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Where to catch Trout on Long Island 
 

Long Island Trout Unlimited 
has been producing a stream 
guide for our spring creeks for 
many years.  This is the 3rd 
edition and has been updated 
with additional rivers, more 
detailed information on where 
to fish, a little history, and 
even QR codes to make it easy 
for you to search the web.  
 
A beefy 70 pages with descrip-
tions and maps to get you 
where you need to go. It is 
priced at a very reasonable 
$14.00 and is available on the 
LITU website as well as  LITU 
meetings, River Bay Outfitters,  
Campsite Sport Shop, and Ter-
minal Tackle in Kings Park 
 
Get yourself a copy! 
 
You can also order the book 
by mail:  
 
Send a $17 check made out to 
“LITU” ($17 book, $3 ship-
ping),  
Include the address you want 
it shipped to.   
 
Send to: 
LITU Stream Guide, c/o T. Lo-
Proto, 68 Murray 
Drive, Westbury, NY 11590 
 

http://www.longislandtu.org/store/p7/Trout_Fishing_on_Long_Island%27s_Spring_Creeks.html
http://www.longislandtu.org/index.html
http://www.longislandtu.org/index.html
http://Riverbayoutfitters.com
http://Campsitesportshop.com
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River Bay Outfitters 
 

980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510 
 

riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748 
 

paul@riverbayoutfitters.com 

 
 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

 The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746 

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of 
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 

55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org 

 

http://tomsfishingstories.com 

River Bay Outfitters 
  

980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510 
  

riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748 
  

paul@riverbayoutfitters.com 
  

 

mailto:paul@riverbayoutfitters.com
http://tomsfishingstories.com
mailto:paul@riverbayoutfitters.com
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For Sale: 
• Scott STS - 9-foot 12 weight 3-piece Rod (1290-3) 
for Tarpon fishing.  Like New, was $300 now $250 
(original $700).   
 
For info call Lou Casio 718-397-5862 
—————————————————— 
 
Korkers - Boga Wading Boots (S.Steel Lacing Boots - 
Size 12  (fits size 9.5-10 shoe).  
Very Good Condition with 5 pairs of Soles: 
Felt, Sticky Rubber, Rubber/small Carbide Cleats,  
Rubber/Goat screws and Large Carbide Studs. 
$300.00+ cost    Sale $150.00 
 
Contact Bob Zucker  email:  corporatepho-
tographics@gmail.com 

 
 
Disclaimer: LITU provides this information as a service to members. All sales 
are between seller and buyer. LITU does not inspect, warranty, or in any 
way guarantee the condition of items advertised for sale.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To stay in touch with news and events of Croton Wa-
tershed Chapter of TU, click here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

The Croton Watershed Chapter 
Newsletter 

Used Fly fishing & other Gear 
for Sale 

mailto:corporatephotographics@gmail.com
mailto:corporatephotographics@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=svsg5q6ab.0.0.ek8emjmab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fconta.cc%2F2IxiNyA
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

January 8, Board Meeting 
 
January 21, Chapter Meeting  
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, NY 

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries 
Membership Application Page 2 

Stuart Buckner, Editor 
8 Cardinal Lane 

East Islip, NY 11730 
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