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Join Us for the LITU Annual Banquet 
Friday November 3rd, 2017 
Memorare Club, Seaford NY 

 
Donations are being accepted Now 

 
Monetary donations are needed to purchase bucket raffle 

prizes for the November 3rd fundraiser event.  
 

Please see  Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the  
September Chapter meeting to make your donations or  

contact  him at pmharris68@hotmail.com 

 
T.U. PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon. It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel. It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit. It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief 
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery. It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems. 
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
 
 

Next Chapter Meeting 

Tuesday, January 30 (rescheduled from 1/16) | 7:30 PM 
 

Guest Speaker: Tom Melvin, Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures. 
Top FlyFishing Destinations Around the World  

 

Hicksville VFW Hall | 320 South Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 

  
 

( The Tribal name of Long island ) 

Long Island Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited 

Newsletter                                       January 2018 

Dear Conservationists and Fishermen, 
 

Please be aware that the date for this 
month's meeting has been CHANGED to 

Tuesday, January 30th (at the usual Hicksville VFW 7:30pm) in order to accommo-
date Tom Melvin of Yellow Dog Fly Fishing Adventures to present on top fishing desti-
nations around the world and how Yellow Dog works. 
 
Thank you, everyone, for a wonderful 2017 and holiday party to round out the year. 
Thoughtful members brought an array of food and desserts and of course Peter Harris 
had his usual holiday toast. We gave a final, special thanks to Clarence Ware, superin-
tendent of Caleb Smith State Park, offering him a plaque to hang on the wall of his 
retirement man-cave. We also had a moment of silence to commemorate the loss of 
one of our active and always jovial members, Craig Simonson - we will miss you Craig, 
and will catch a few extra trout on your behalf.  
 

We have accomplished quite a lot this year and are energized to do even more in 
2018. We are looking to do stream work in Welwyn and Alley Pond park in the spring 
and summer, as well as kickstarting a deeper dive into the Carlls River by walking the 
river this winter. The board has been brainstorming on membership ideas to connect 
to kids, teenagers, women and minorities that are under-represented in our chapter. 
Hopefully we'll have more family fishing days, events with high schools and colleges, 
and more stream work to help get our message out to a population hungry for envi-
ronmental progress. 
 

Thank you for all your support and please let us know if you are interested in volun-
teering time, funds, or ideas for 2018! 
 

Warm Regards, 
Christopher Aigner 
President 
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Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos 
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. 

Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries 
and comments to the Editor:  Stu Buckner  

Stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Christopher Aigner (516) 236-1260  

Vice President:  Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925  

Secretary:  Mike Russell (631) 242-2707 

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655 

Editor:  Stu Buckner (631) 834-1400  

Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 

 

Guest Speaker: Tom Melvin,  
Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures 

Top Flyfishing Destinations Around the World 
 

http://www.longislandtu.org 
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Tips for January 2018 
 

HAPPY and HEALTHY NEW YEAR  
 
Increase Hooking Ability of Small Flies - When tying small 
flies for salmon or steelhead, you will increase the per-
centage of solid hookups and reduce the chances of your 
hook's being straightened if you tie the fly on a larger 
hook than usual.  This is easily accomplished by tying the 
materials on only the front two-thirds of the shank of the 
larger hook.  Use a Daiichi X510 size 8 for Salmon or size 
10 Steelhead to prevent hook straitening with those BIG 
ones. 
 
Placing Bead-Heads on a Hook - Try placing the beads in 
dubbing wax with the hole in the bead exposed and then 
slip the hook point through the bead.  You'll have fewer 
lost beads.   
Bob LeDonne 
 
More on Placing Beadheads on Hooks - After crushing 
down the barb, place the hook in the vise in a vertical 
manner with the hook point facing upward and the vise 
jaws holding the hook shank.  Use a small pair of hackle 
pliers or tweezers to grasp the bead, making sure the 
holes in the bead are exposed.  The bead is then placed 
over the hook point, small hole first.  Once the bead is 
down to the bend of the hook, the pliers can be removed, 
the hook removed from the vise, and the bead slid to the 
eye.  Then, place the hook back in the vise in the normal 
manner. 
 
Easy Technique to Trim Spinner Wings -  It can be difficult 
to trim the length of spent-wing flies evenly.  The wings 
are often left too short if you trim each wing separately.  
There is an easier way to trim both wings at the same 
time.  Tie in the spent wings as you normally would, but 
tie them in slightly long.  After the wing has been secured 
in place, grasp both wings, pull them upward together 
and clip the two wings at the same time.  Each wing 
should be trimmed to the length of the body. 
 
Rib Fly Bodies for Strength - One additional step that can 
be taken to ensure a longer lasting fly body is to rib the 
body.  On sub-surface flies, a wire rib can be used.  For 
dry flies, use a small diameter clear monofilament or a  

 
 
 
 
 
 
fine translucent thread.  Remember that the rib should 
be wound forward in the opposite direction from that 
used in winding the body material. 
 
Visible Posts on Spinner Patterns - Hi-vis posts on larger 
spinner patterns make the flies considerably easier to 
see on the water, and the posts are not visible to the 
fish.  They are easiest to tie on size 16 and larger but can 
be added to smaller flies as well.  Try a bright-colored 
Antron yarn tied after the spent wings are tied in.  Take a 
fairly thin section of yarn and lay the center of it over the 
wings parallel with the hook shank.  A few figure-eight 
wraps at the same tie-in point as the wings will secure 
the yarn to the hook directly over the wings.  Then pull 
the post upright and make a few circular wraps around 
the base to hold it in the upright position.  Simply cut the 
post to the desired height and you have a hi-vis fly.  Re-
member not to leave the post too long or it will be visible 
from below. 
 
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

 

 

January 30, Chapter Meeting 
 

February 7, Board Meeting 
 

February 20, Chapter Meeting 
 

March 3, Casting Clinic, Connetquot River 
State Park 
 

March 10, Casting Clinic, Caleb Smith St. 
Park 
 

March 6, Board Meeting 
 

March 17, 3rd Annual LI Fly fishing Expo 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Calendar of Events                             

mailto:KensTUTips@verizon.net


4 

 

2017 LITU Annual Holiday Party December 19, 2017 

LITU Tribute to Clarence Ware - Retired Park Manager, Caleb Smith State Park Preserve  
  
Clarence Ware has been the manager of Caleb Smith Preserve for 27 years. He is a Lifetime member of Trout Unlimited. During his 
tenure at the park he had always been a friend to our Chapter allowing us to have a yearly Chapter meeting there usually in Octo-
ber along with hosting one of our Casting Clinics each year. 
 
Clarence had become a good friend to many members of LITU along with the other fly fishing organizations and clubs on LI. 
He was named Conservationist of the Year at one of our annual Banquets. Clarence has always gone out of his way to try and 
make fly fishing at Caleb Smith a pleasant experience to both beginners and seasoned participants, Boy Scouts, youths, elderly, 
and veterans. 
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Save the Date 
 

Long Island's only annual fly fishing expo, bringing together the 
leading fly fishing organizations for a day of presentations on tac-
tics, rigs, and fly fishing various rivers | vendor displays of fly fish-
ing gear, equipment, and guide services | fly tying by many of the 
best on LI | and much more... | For more information click here  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=kcgeivzab.0.0.ek8emjmab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.longislandflyfishingexpo.org%2F
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cutting budgets to manage these lands.  

It is my belief that the Antiquities Act is one of the 

most powerful tools we have for conservation. Like 

any tool, it must be used appropriately, but it is im-

portant to keep this tool available for those times and 

places it is needed. 

Imagine, if you will, Nashville without the music, and 

you can imagine what the outdoor industry, an indus-

try which accounts for $887 billion in consumer 

spending and 7.6 million jobs would be without pub-

lic lands, national parks and monuments. 

Edgar Degas said it best when he said: “Art is not 

what you see, but what you make others see.” 

Jen Ripple is the editor in chief of  Dun Magazine. This 

piece appeared originally in The Tennessean.  

For Sale: 

• Scott STS - 9-foot 12 weight 3-piece Rod (1290-3)  
      for Tarpon fishing.  Like New $300 (original  
      $700).  For info call Lou Casio 718-397-5862 
• Able 3 Reel – 10-13 Weight – Left handed retrieve only 

- $100.  Excellent Condition.  For info call Lou Casio 
718-397-5862 

 

For Sale:  
• HARDY ZENITH FLY REEL 

 Original owner. Built in the mid-60’s. In excellent  plus con-
dition. Comes in original Blue & Cream Hardy form fitting 
case. Hardly used. Rare model  sought after by Western 
Steelheaders 

 Specs: 3 3/8 “ Diameter; Spool width 1 3/16”; Wt. 6 3/4 oz. 
with unworn teeth 

 Capacity WF9F plus 80 yds backing 

 Features a classic Hardy  Spring and Pawl check regulated 
by a rim mounted screw 

 Two pillar frame with a 2 screw Nickel Silver  distinc-
tive  rectangular line guard 

 Easily set for right or left hand wind 

 Asking $250.00 or best offer 

 CONTACT: Bill O’Brien | williamsmithobrien@gmail.com 
631-261-3021 

Disclaimer: LITU provides this information as a service to members. All sales 
are between seller and buyer. LITU does not inspect, warranty, or in any 
way guarantee the condition of items advertised for sale.   

Voices from the River: Protect our 
public lands By Jen Ripple 

Sunset at Boswell Landing 2015. Photo: Paul Hosford/
U.S. Forest Service  
 

As Americans, we consider ourselves a cultured peo-

ple and rightfully place high value on the arts. The 

arts allow us to speak a common language regardless 

of social, economic or racial barriers. 

 

Nowhere is this more evident than in the great city 

of Nashville. As the editor-in-chief of an international 

fly fishing magazine and an avid angler, I view our 

national monuments, parks and public lands as a 

form of art. 

 

Like a beautiful painting, the vast open spaces of the 

Land Between the Lakes is a sight to behold. The 

morning songbirds there perform with such splendor 

that even Mozart’s "Eine Kleine Nachtmusik" could 

be considered inadequate. 

 

This 178,000 acres of public land, which sees over 

1.6 million visitors, and brings almost $5 million in 

revenue to this rural area is open for all to enjoy. 

 

As an angler, conservation of public land like the LBL 

is as important to me as country music is to Nash-

ville. Currently, the Antiquities Act and our public 

lands are facing many challenges, from those who 

want to sell public lands to talk of dramatically http://www.longislandtu.org 

Used Fly fishing Gear for Sale 

mailto:williamsmithobrien@gmail.com
tel:631-261-3021
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River Bay Outfitters 
 

980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510 
 

riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748 
 

paul@riverbayoutfitters.com 

 
 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

 The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746 
Tel 631-271-4969 

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of 
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 

55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org 

 

http://tomsfishingstories.com 

River Bay Outfitters 
  

980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510 
  

riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748 
  

paul@riverbayoutfitters.com 
  

 

mailto:paul@riverbayoutfitters.com
http://tomsfishingstories.com
mailto:paul@riverbayoutfitters.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

January 30, Chapter Meeting 
 
February 7, Board Meeting 
 
February 20, Chapter Meeting 
 
March 6, Board Meeting 
 
March 3, Casting Clinic, Connetquot River State Park 
 
March 10, Casting Clinic, Caleb Smith St. Park 
 
March 6, Board Meeting 
 
March 17, 3rd Annual LI Fly fishing Expo 
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, NY 

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries 

Membership Application Page 2 

Stuart Buckner, Editor 
8 Cardinal Lane 

East Islip, NY 11730 
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