( The Tribal name of Long island )

Long Island Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Newsletter
T.U. PHILOSOPHY
We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

December 2020

The December Virtual Chapter Meeting will take place Tuesday,
Dec. 15 at 7:45 pm using ZOOM. See Page 2 for info to connect.

Guest Speaker: Gerry Crow

Fly Fishing New Hampshire

Join Us for the LITU
LITU Annual
members, Banquet
Friday November 3rd, 2017

Welcome to December. The holiday season is again upon us, I hope everyone had
Club,
NYrestrictions our usua peaceful and joyfulMemorare
Thanksgiving. Due
to theSeaford
current COVID
al December chapter meeting, and traditional Holiday Party will be different this
year. Since we are unable to meet in person we will be having a Guest speaker at
Donations
are being
accepted
Now
the December meeting.
Our speaker
will be Gerry
Crow, from
the NH Rivers
Guide Service presenting “Fly fishing New Hampshire.” Gerry Crow has been a licensed
fishing guide,
and has taught
fly fishingto
in New
Hampshire
for almost
20
Monetary
donations
are needed
purchase
bucket
raffle
years. In lieu of the traditional party, we can have a virtual one! Everybody bring
prizes
forbeverage
the November
fundraiser
your favorite
holiday
(Coffee, Tea,3rd
Bourbon,
Scotch, orevent.
Beer) and enjoy
the presentation and conversation with friends on line.

Please see Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the
I would
like to thankChapter
Tim Cammisa
of Troutto
andmake
Feather,
on his
presentationor
September
meeting
your
donations
“Fishing Success with Emergers” which was given at our November virtual
contact
him atpresentation
pmharris68@hotmail.com
meeting. Tim’s
gave an excellent
on Emerger patterns and the beat
ways to fish them. If you missed the meeting, you can view many of Tim’s presentations on YouTube.
Finally, I would like to wish all of you and your families, a Happy Hanukkah, Merry
Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa, and Festivus. May this holiday season bring Health,
peace, and joy to all!
Stay Safe!
Respectfully,
Mike Russell
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Wantagh State

Northern State Pkwy

Guest Speaker: Gerry Crow
will present
Fly Fishing New Hampshire
Gerry Crow has been a licensed fishing guide in New Hampshire
for almost 20 years. He has taught fly fishing for 25 years,
starting as a volunteer with New Hampshire Fish & Game. He
guides both beginner and experienced anglers guides throughout the state. In summer he enjoys guiding clients in the White
Mountain National Forest targeting wild brook trout in mountain brooks and streams. One of his favorite places to guide is
Errol, NH, a tiny village in northern New Hampshire near the
Maine border.
Presentation
The Great North Woods of New Hampshire historically has been
the home of giant brook trout. The Androscoggin River headwaters are in Rangeley, Maine, which still hold outsized trout and
landlocked Atlantic salmon. Highlights of Gerry’s presentation
include the legendary Alder fly (Zebra caddis) hatch, the hexagenia mayfly hatch on many wild brook trout ponds and the
remote wilderness feel of woods and wildlife in northern New
Hampshire. Website | YouTube channel

Gerry Crow - Online Presentation
Tues, Dec. 15, 2020 8:00 PM (EDT)

ZOOM Meeting Link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2888567594
Meeting ID: 288 856 7594

Old Country Rd
VFW

Southern State Pkwy

http://www.longislandtu.org
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Tips for December

the winter, usually in the early morning hours or beHappy Holidays and a Healthy New Year with Great tween 3:00pm and 4:30pm in the afternoon. The
trout are almost always rising to small midges or olFishing next New Year
Be safe during these times where we have to be pro- ive mayflies. A small midge emerger or a tiny Olive
Mayfly Emergers will be the only dries you will need
tected with our Family and Friends.
to carry.
The season for winter fly-fishing has arrived. Here
Light Tippets are Usually More Productive in Winter
are tips to get you started:
The flies are small and water is usually clearer downstream than it is near the road. A 5X or 6X leader for
Pick the Right Place
One of the best and closest winter rivers to our area trout is best under most conditions.
is the East Branch of the Croton. The Sodom Road off
Find Where the Fish Hold
Rt 202 section of the river is the most popular and
has fish. Sodom Road is located at the Brewster Exit Fish tend to “pod up” in winter in deeper, slower waon Route 684. Make a right-hand turn at the exit and ter. Once you catch one try not to disturb the water
and continue to fish in the same place. Fish the slow
follow the road to the fork in the road and take the
right turn at the fork up to the stop sign and make a water thoroughly, moving slowly and methodically
right onto Sodom Road. Most of the fishermen pre- downstream if you are not connecting. - Joe Pepe
fer to fish in proximity to the road/bridge. But if you
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net
walk along the path downstream for about ¼ mile
there are several areas along the way where the wa- Happy and Healthy New Year - Ken M.
ter is not too deep, which is always desirable in cold
winter waters and there are sections which have
holes which usually have a fish or two.

Calendar of Events

Slow and Deep is Best
Use a strike indicator and a weighted fly and/or a
split shot on your leader, Tungsten is environmentally
preferred over lead. High-sticking is the most proBoard Meeting— January 6
ductive method, which keeps most of your fly line off
the water. Dead drift is critical in winter because
Chapter Meeting— January 19
trout will not chase a fly in cold water.
Swing with a Sinking-Tip Line
Dead-drift nymphing is best, if you prefer to swing a
fly for trout, use a sinking tip line with a strong mend
at the beginning of the cast so your fly swings slow
and deep.
Look for Rises
Occasionally trout on the East Branch will rise during

http://www.longislandtu.org
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BIG NEWS FOR BRISTOL BAY | Permit for the Pebble Mine Rejected | November 25, 2020
Hi TU friends and family,
I am so excited to share this news with you and feeling especially grateful going into Thanksgiving!
Today, the Army Corps of Engineers announced their decision to reject the Clean Water Act permit for the
Pebble Mine. While there is more work ahead to defend the decision and to work toward long-term protections...this is the news we've been working toward for the past year (plus)! Please join me in celebrating
this BIG news - we absolutely couldn't have done it without you and your chapter and we are so grateful for
your steadfast support for so many years!!
Meghan Barker
Bristol Bay Organizer- Trout Unlimited
970-631-6437
she/her
Dena'inaq elnen'aq' gheshtnu ch'q'u yeshdu
I live and work on the land of the Dena'ina.
http://www.savebristolbay.org/
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Life before and after T.U.

Life before and after T.U.

By the ‘Unknown Poet’

By the ‘Unknown Poet’

Life before T.U…
When enamoring over a stream,
I once raised many a doubt,
Does this riffle or run,
Harbor any trout?

Life after T.U…
When enamoring over a stream,
It is now so very clear,
I am fairly certain I know,
The rocks that trout will hang near.

Is my fly the right color
Is my leader too long,
I saw not a rise nor a fish,
Must be doing something wrong.

I’ll usually match the hatch,
With a fly that’s worked before
Tied on the end of my leader and tippet,
Purchased from the Orvis Store.

I would drive to the Catskills,
In search of some fish,
Never had much luck,
No matter how hard I would wish.

I now drive to the Catskills,
And places to fish are in no short supply,
All that wonderful water in sight,
Will surely hold a fish that’ll rise to my fly.

I spent most of my nights
Watching T.V. reality shows,
While there were T.U. Meetings happening
Right under my nose.

Goodbye Dancing With The Stars,
Adios American Idol,
I now spend my time at TU Meetings,
Rather than fighting over the remote control.

Restoring a river,
What does that really entail
I reckon you pick up a few empty cans,
And toss ‘em in a pail.

My vocabulary is now expanded,
With words such as Restore and Connect,
So much in awe of these words,
That I completely forgot to mention Protect.

An Adams, a Hendrickson,
A Caddis, and PM and D,
Really strange words,
All foreign to me.

The differences are subtle,
Between a Quill Gordon and Blue Quill,
I learned that little fact,
At the TU Banquet in April.

By luck or by fate
I decided to join T.U.
It was a life changing event,
I can really assure you.

The members in our chapter
From father to son,
Are caring and giving,
Each and every one.

So in two thousand and one,
When I joined this noble cause
I left the unknown behind me,
And moved forward with not even a pause.

Been a member of TU for 19 years
Been on the Board of Directors for five,
My advice is to Protect, Restore, and Conserve,
As well as return every fish back to the river ALIVE.

http://www.longislandtu.org
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Post Mortem on the Cannonsville Reservoir Shutdown
Press Release | October 11, 2020 | published by FUDR (Friends of the Upper Delaware River)
When we received the public notice from the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) last
Sunday evening that repair work to fix a leaking pipe at the Cannonsville dam would require the reservoir release to
drop to 40 cfs on Monday and then to zero by Tuesday, we knew it was going to be a rough week. In the days and
weeks leading up to this event, it is our understanding that NYCDEP coordinated with the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC), but did not include any
local voices. These agencies should always involve Upper Delaware River (UDR) conservation, business and local resident interests in these decisions. Instead, we found out on Sunday night along with everyone else on their mailing list.
There have been many improvements over the years in the management of the New York City Delaware basin reservoirs and the protection of the prized UDR wild trout fishery. Cooperation and collaboration between UDR watershed
stakeholders, the NYCDEP, NYSDEC, and the PFBC have also greatly improved. Unfortunately, it only takes one incident like this one to undermine this progress and erode public trust.
It is important to note that everyone recognizes that the water supply for the City of New York is of paramount importance when making reservoir management decisions in the upper Delaware basin. We understand and accept that
reality. However, experience tells us that in these types of situations there are often multiple approaches available
that can meet infrastructure maintenance needs and also minimize or eliminate impacts to the river below the dams.
FUDR received many thoughts and suggestions from informed anglers and concerned community residents about alternative approaches that may have diminished the negative impacts to the river and still accomplished the objectives
of the repair and maintenance work at the Cannonsville dam. However, because of the short notice, we didn’t have a
chance to explore any of them with the resource management agencies.
As a result, by Tuesday evening large swaths of river bed were exposed, fish were put under stress and concentrated
and confined in small spaces, and the likelihood of damaging impacts to aquatic insect populations (the foundation of
the aquatic food chain) seems high. Community residents and anglers, who value their roles as partners in protecting
the river system, felt ignored and helpless as the situation unfolded.
This incident once again highlights the
need for diligent and ongoing communications between resource management
agencies and the public, and a reminder
that the Upper Delaware watershed below the dams carries enormous economic and ecological value for tens of
thousands of residents and visitors. Even
an event like this of relatively short duration can have a negative effect on the
health of the river and communities and
businesses that rely on this invaluable
natural resource.
We hope the events of the past several
days can be a learning experience from
which better and more open channels of
communication can be explored when
future maintenance needs inevitably
arise.
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Where to catch Trout on Long Island
Long Island Trout Unlimited
has been producing a stream
guide for our spring creeks for
many years. This is the 3rd
edition and has been updated
with additional rivers, more
detailed information on where
to fish, a little history, and
even QR codes to make it easy
for you to search the web.
A beefy 70 pages with descriptions and maps to get you
where you need to go. It is
priced at a very reasonable
$14.00 and is available on the
LITU website as well as LITU
meetings, River Bay Outfitters,
Campsite Sport Shop, and Terminal Tackle in Kings Park
Get yourself a copy!
You can also order the book
by mail:
Send a $17 check made out to
“LITU” ($17 book, $3 shipping),
Include the address you want
it shipped to.
Send to:
LITU Stream Guide, c/o T. LoProto, 68 Murray
Drive, Westbury, NY 11590
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LITU Raffle for an Orvis Helios 3F
4-Weight, 10 Foot Fly Rod

The Croton Watershed Chapter
Newsletter
To stay in touch with news and events of Croton Watershed Chapter of TU, click here

Retail price: $898 - $20/ticket. Only 60 tickets
will be sold
Specifications:
• Helios 3F 10' 4-wt.
• Reel seat is type III anodized aluminum Midnight
•
•
•
•
•
•

black w/ Matte Storm carbon insert
Matte Storm blank
Green accent wrap
Black/gray main wraps
REC recoil snake guides
SiC/titanium stripping guides
Aluminum rod tube

To purchase raffle tickets, mail a check to:
Rod Raffle, c/o T. LoProto, 68 Murray Drive, Westbury, NY 11590

Used Fly fishing & other Gear
for Sale
For Sale:
• Scott STS - 9-foot 12 weight 3-piece Rod (1290-3)
for Tarpon fishing. Like New, was $300 now $250
(original $700).
For info call Lou Casio 718-397-5862
——————————————————
Disclaimer: LITU provides this information as a service to members. All sales
are between seller and buyer. LITU does not inspect, warranty, or in any
way guarantee the condition of items advertised for sale.

http://www.longislandtu.org
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River Bay Outfitters
980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510
riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748
paul@riverbayoutfitters.com

River Bay Outfitters
980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510
riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748
paul@riverbayoutfitters.com

http://tomsfishingstories.com

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746
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Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries
Membership Application Page 2
December 2020

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Board Meeting— January 6
Chapter Meeting— January 19

Monthly Meetings
On the 3rd
Tuesday
At 7:30 PM
Hicksville VFW Hall
320 So. Broadway,
Hicksville, NY
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