( The Tribal name of Long island )

Long Island Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Newsletter
T.U. PHILOSOPHY
We believe that trout
and salmon fishing
isn't just fishing for
trout and salmon. It's
fishing for sport rather
than food, where the
true enjoyment of the
sport lies in the
challenge, the lore, the
battle of wits, not
necessarily the full
creel. It's the feeling
of satisfaction that
comes from limiting
your kill instead of
killing your limit. It's
communing with
nature where the chief
reward is a refreshed
body and a contented
soul, where a license is
a permit to use not
abuse, to enjoy not
destroy our cold water
fishery. It's
subscribing to the
proposition that what's
good for trout and
salmon is good for the
fisherman and that
managing trout and
salmon for themselves
rather than the
fisherman is
fundamental to the
solution of our trout
and salmon problems.
It's appreciating our
fishery resource,
respecting fellow
anglers and giving
serious thought to
tomorrow.

April 2020

Chapter Meetings and Events are Canceled Until Further Notice
See the Following Page for NYS Council Updates and
TU National Recommendations Regarding COVID-19
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Hicksville VFW Hall | 320 South Broadway, Hicksville, NY

To my fellow LITU members,

Join Us for the LITU
Annual Banquet
Opening day came, April 1 - “open trout
st

Friday
November
2017
season”- we had anxiously
tied our
flies, cleaned, 3rd,
or replaced
our lines, and prepared
our equipment for a new fishing season. But now that is not what is most important.
Memorare Club, Seaford NY
Today with the spreading of the COVID-19 virus, we now find ourselves in this unprecedented situation. As conservationists we take always action to protect and maintain
our environment. Donations
Now, we all need
take
action accepted
to help our neighbors,
are
being
Now and to help
decrease the spread of this terrible illness. We do this by quarantining ourselves at
home, and when you must go to go out, protect yourselves, and maintain social distancing,
as if you donations
were fishing onare
the river.
If everyone
does their part,
the virus
will
Monetary
needed
to purchase
bucket
raffle
get under control and we can get back to what we love to do, including FLY FISHING!
prizes for the November 3rd fundraiser event.

At this time all April chapter meetings and events have been canceled. Please be sure
to keep Please
checking the
IslandHarris,
TU website
for status Chairman,
updates of future
seeLong
Peter
Banquet
at chapter
the
meetings and events.

September Chapter meeting to make your donations or

In the meantime,
LITU chapter
still goes on. There are two months to June
contact
himbusiness
at pmharris68@hotmail.com
and LITU’s annual elections. For anyone who wants to help support the leadership of
our chapter, it is time to start considering being on the Board. The Board is always
looking for new people interested in assuming leadership positions, either as future
Board members or as Committee members. If you are interested, please contact the
Election committee. See the LITU website for contact information.
God bless all and stay safe!
Respectfully,
Mike Russell
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New York State Council of Trout Unlimited
Council Updates
Chapter Meetings are canceled per directives from Trout Unlimited. The following message was issued by Chris
Wood.
Dear Trout Unlimited leader:
We are all adapting to the new realities of the COVID-19 virus. Because of our concern for the health and well-being
of our employees, we are closing all of TU's offices and requested all TU staff to work from home. We have also
canceled all travel.

We are in a very fluid situation, and new information is rapidly emerging. Yesterday, the White House urged that
we all avoid social gatherings in groups of 10 or more people.
Here is what the CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL say:
"Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at a higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. People who are
at higher risk are encouraged to avoid crowds as much as possible."
For that reason, all in-person and indoor Trout Unlimited events and gatherings, including chapter meetings, are
canceled for the next 30 days. We will assess where we stand in 30 days and have further guidance at that point.
Small group outings may proceed with all of the proper precautions taken about social distancing.
COVID-19 has everyone on edge. Please be safe and be careful, but also enjoy the time with family and friends, and
the people you love. Know that we will get through this together, and we will continue the good work of protecting
and restoring the places we live, love, and fish.
Please let me know if you have any questions, and I wish you and your families all the best.
Chris
In New York, all chapter meetings are canceled until Governor Cuomo reinstates group gatherings. In addition, the
Public Health Department has issued a statement strongly suggesting no large gatherings for six weeks AFTER the
decision to allow group gatherings by the governor.
If your chapter has any activities planned such as tree plantings I urge you to reschedule if possible. If you must
proceed, use the following guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•

BYO beverage & snacks
Drive separately to the site
Practice social distancing
BYO hand sanitizer
Suggest that older members not volunteer

Our Annual Meeting is currently scheduled for Saturday, May 30th. The executive committee will review this date
on April 1st and if necessary reschedule for a later date.
The Council is currently searching for a volunteer Council Secretary if you are interested in filling the position please
contact me and I will forward the job description for review.
If you know of any member that does not have an email please reach out to them personally and share this message.
Larry Charette
Chairman
New York State Council of Trout Unlimited
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CFR Banquet Fundraiser to be
Rescheduled
It is with great concern for the health and well being of the Casting for Recovery Family, Friends, Survivors
and our amazing supporters that we have made the decision to reschedule our upcoming May 7th fundraiser. Although we do not have a formal confirmation from our venue, we are tentatively looking at Thursday July 16th as our new date. Invitations will be mailed out as soon as details have been finalized.

We are still accepting applications from any Breast Cancer Survivor for our 2020 retreat on October 911th. Applications can be completed online at: castingforrecovery.org/liny.
Please feel free to call me with any questions at 631-252-7195.
As always, thank you all for your continued support. Stay Safe and Healthy.
Christina Galicia
Program Coordinator
Casting for Recovery
631-252-7195

For information contact Christina Galicia 631.252.7195
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Covid-19 (Coronavirus) and Fishing
Can I go fishing while social distancing?
BY ON THE WATER STAFF APRIL 2, 2020
Can you go fishing during the current Covid-19 (coronavirus) pandemic? Yes, with some exceptions depending on
which state you fish in.
Most states are encouraging fishermen to spend time on the water, as long as they are being safe and following
local regulations and guidelines. After all, what better way to practice ‘social distancing’ while maintaining your
mental health than by getting outside and enjoying some fishing?
New Jersey DFW published this poster encouraging safe practices while fishing during the COVID19 crisis.
Here are some basic guidelines for safe fishing
during the COVID-19 Crisis:
• Stay home if you are sick, or showing or feeling any COVID-19 symptoms, such as fever,
coughing, and/or troubled breathing
• Practice social distancing by keeping at least
six (6) feet of distance between yourself and
others. A good way to measure this is with your
fishing pole! Hold the pole straight out in front
you. If you can turn in a circle without hitting
anyone, that is a safe distance.
• Avoid contact, such as shaking hands, hugging, or high-fives
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
• Wash hands often or use an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol when
soap and water are not available
• Avoid unnecessary contact with surfaces
that are often touched, such as doorknobs and
handrails.
• Drive to your fishing spots only with your
immediate family members and only if everyone
is feeling well.
Don’t share fishing gear with others. Each angler
should have their own fishing gear (rod and
reels, bait, lures, towels, pliers, and other personal items).
We’ve gathered the latest information from state agencies in the Northeast. Rules and recommendations are
changing daily, but we’ll do our best to keep the information below up to date.
New York
As of March 28, 2020, the NY DEC and State Parks are encouraging responsible recreation during the COVID-19 crisis. In addition, they launched a new hashtag – #RecreateLocal – and encouraged New Yorkers to get outside and
discover open spaces and parks close to home. DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos said, “New York State is home to
some of the most spectacular public lands and parks in the world. In uncertain times, these special places can serve
as an oasis from stress, fear, and anxiety.”
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Covid-19 and Fishing (continued)
On March 24, 2020, Seggos reminded New Yorkers that
trout and salmon fishing season opens on Wednesday,
April 1. New York’s coldwater lakes and streams offer
springtime trout anglers the opportunity to pursue trout
in a wide array of settings across the state. Commissioner
Seggos said, “Fishing is good for the mind and body. Governor Andrew M. Cuomo continues to invest in ensuring
New York’s renowned fisheries remain healthy and productive. While this winter’s mild conditions offered ample opportunities for hardcore or novice trout and salmon anglers to pursue their favorite gamefish on waters
open to year-round fishing, springtime remains the main
event. Water temperatures are rising, causing trout to
feed more aggressively, and present a perfect opportunity for anglers. I encourage all anglers, novice and expert,
to get outside and fish, but act responsibly by practicing
social distancing and staying safe.”
For information on fishing and the coronavirus crisis in
other states, visit the COVID-19 and Fishing page setup
by Keep America Fishing.

Tips for April
Brookies Like Red – Brookies like any fly tied with red on
it. (Scott Nugent)
Barbless Hooks Have Many Advantages - Barbless hooks,
especially when used on catch-and-release waters, minimize damage to trout. There are other advantages to
barbless hooks as well. While fishing barbless may result in
a few fish getting away, barbless hooks may increase
hookups and make your fishing more pleasurable.
First, there is better initial penetration of the hook when
there is no barb. As long as constant pressure is put on the
fish, most fish will be landed.
Secondly, the time spent and the annoyance endured removing a barbed hook from net mesh, clothing, etc., is
eliminated as the hook will simply back out. Barbless
hooks can prevent damage to your gear and give you
more fishing time.
Thirdly, they are safer. A barbless hook is much easier to
remove from the body! You can purchase barbless hooks

or easily de-barb your own with smooth-jawed pliers or
specialty pliers available from tying gear vendors. Just
place the hook in the vise upside down and then crush
down the barb.
Crush down the barb (and offset the bend if you so desire)
before you begin to tie your fly. On occasion a hook bend
will snap while crushing the barb or offsetting the bend. It
is far better to have it happen beforehand than after
you've completed the fly. Also, flat-nosed jaws on pliers
are better to use than serrated ones. (Jim Weaver)
Sharp Hooks Give Better Results - The best time to check
a hook for sharpness is when you first put it in your vise
and before any materials are applied. The first thing to do
when tying is to place the hook in the vise upside-down
and crimp down the barb. While the hook is in the upsidedown position, place your fingernail against the hook
point and attempt to draw the nail sideways. A sharp
hook will embed slightly in the nail and make movement
difficult. A dull hook will permit your nail to slide easily. If
a dull hook is found, it is now in the vise and in perfect
position to be sharpened with a small sharpening hone or
file. To sharpen the hook, stroke along the hook point toward the bend on the far side of the shank and then on
the near side. To stroke toward the eye of the hook will
leave a small burr at the hook point. Check the sharpness
of the hook by again dragging your thumbnail across the
point. (Jim Weaver)
Desiccants Protect Tying Materials - To keep moisture
from harming tying materials, place one or two silica
packets (the kind that are packaged in shipping cartons to
keep electronics or other products dry during shipment) in
with your materials. These packets will absorb the excess
moisture. (Terry Vellone)
Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net

Calendar of Events
Chapter Meetings and Events are canceled until further notice

http://www.longislandtu.org
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LITU Raffle for an Orvis Helios 3F
4-Weight, 10 Foot Fly Rod

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS
President: Mike Russell (631) 242-2707
Vice President: Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925
Secretary: Rick Vickers (516) 671-5573

Retail price: $898 - Only 60 tickets will be sold

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655
Editor-in-chief: Stu Buckner (631) 834-1400
Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492

Paumonok
Published monthly September through June by the Long
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome.
Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries
and comments to the Editor: Stu Buckner
stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400

LIE
Northern State Pkwy

Specifications:
• Helios 3F 10' 4-wt.
• Reel seat is type III anodized aluminum Midnight
•
•
•
•
•
•

black w/ Matte Storm carbon insert
Matte Storm blank
Green accent wrap
Black/gray main wraps
REC recoil snake guides
SiC/titanium stripping guides
Aluminum rod tube

Wantagh State

To purchase raffle tickets, mail a check to:
Old Country Rd
VFW

Southern State Pkwy

Rod Raffle, c/o T. LoProto, 68 Murray Drive, Westbury, NY 11590

http://www.longislandtu.org
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Where to catch Trout on Long Island
Long Island Trout Unlimited
has been producing a stream
guide for our spring creeks for
many years. This is the 3rd
edition and has been updated
with additional rivers, more
detailed information on where
to fish, a little history, and
even QR codes to make it easy
for you to search the web.
A beefy 70 pages with descriptions and maps to get you
where you need to go. It is
priced at a very reasonable
$14.00 and is available on the
LITU website as well as LITU
meetings, River Bay Outfitters,
Campsite Sport Shop, and Terminal Tackle in Kings Park
Get yourself a copy!
You can also order the book
by mail:
Send a $17 check made out to
“LITU” ($17 book, $3 shipping),
Include the address you want
it shipped to.
Send to:
LITU Stream Guide, c/o T. LoProto, 68 Murray
Drive, Westbury, NY 11590
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River Bay Outfitters
980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510
riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748
paul@riverbayoutfitters.com

River Bay Outfitters
980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510
riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748
paul@riverbayoutfitters.com

http://tomsfishingstories.com

LONG ISLAND’S FLYFISHING SHOP
SALT & FRESHWATER
All Major Brands

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM.
55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage
St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio
Simms - Airflo—Whiting
“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to
Mongolia.”

The Camp-Site Sports Shop

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746
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Used Fly fishing & other Gear
for Sale

The Croton Watershed Chapter
Newsletter

For Sale:
• Scott STS - 9-foot 12 weight 3-piece Rod (1290-3)
for Tarpon fishing. Like New, was $300 now $250
(original $700).

To stay in touch with news and events of Croton Watershed Chapter of TU, click here

For info call Lou Casio 718-397-5862
——————————————————
Disclaimer: LITU provides this information as a service to members. All sales
are between seller and buyer. LITU does not inspect, warranty, or in any
way guarantee the condition of items advertised for sale.

http://www.longislandtu.org
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Published by the Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries
Membership Application Page 6
April 2020
Stuart Buckner, Editor
8 Cardinal Lane
East Islip, NY 11730

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Chapter meetings and events are cancelled until further notice

Monthly Meetings
On the 3rd
Tuesday
At 7:30 PM
Hicksville VFW Hall
320 So. Broadway,
Hicksville, NY
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