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Join Us for the LITU Annual Banquet 
Friday November 3rd, 2017 
Memorare Club, Seaford NY 

 
Donations are being accepted Now 

 
Monetary donations are needed to purchase bucket raffle 

prizes for the November 3rd fundraiser event.  
 

Please see  Peter Harris, Banquet Chairman, at the  
September Chapter meeting to make your donations or  

contact  him at pmharris68@hotmail.com 

 
T.U. PHILOSOPHY 

 
We believe that trout 
and salmon fishing 
isn't just fishing for 
trout and salmon. It's 
fishing for sport rather 
than food, where the 
true enjoyment of the 
sport lies in the 
challenge, the lore, the 
battle of wits, not 
necessarily the full 
creel. It's the feeling 
of satisfaction that 
comes from limiting 
your kill instead of 
killing your limit. It's 
communing with 
nature where the chief 
reward is a refreshed 
body and a contented 
soul, where a license is 
a permit to use not 
abuse, to enjoy not 
destroy our cold water 
fishery. It's 
subscribing to the 
proposition that what's 
good for trout and 
salmon is good for the 
fisherman and that 
managing trout and 
salmon for themselves 
rather than the 
fisherman is 
fundamental to the 
solution of our trout 
and salmon problems. 
It's appreciating our 
fishery resource, 
respecting fellow 
anglers and giving 
serious thought to 
tomorrow. 
 
 

 

Next Chapter Meeting: ‘Open House’ 
Tuesday, April 17 | 7:30 PM 

 
 

Hicksville VFW Hall | 320 South Broadway,  Hicksville, NY 
 

  
 

( The Tribal name of Long island ) 

Long Island Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited 

Newsletter                                           April 2018 

 
 

Dear Conservationists and Anglers, 
 
 

It has been a busy time for our chapter! We helped to make the 3rd Annual Long 
Island Fly Fishing Expo a great success, with a special women's conference lineup, 
outdoor casting area, and almost 30 presenters. We gave over 40 people an intro 
to casting at the state park casting clinics. And we managed to book stream time 
stocking brookies in the Carlls and working on projects at Welwyn, Massapequa 
Creek and the Carlls. Cleanups are being done in the Croton and Beaverkill and we 
will need plenty of volunteers for a large Boy Scout event on Massapequa creek in 
October.  
 
And now that the work has been done or is in the works - let's remember that it's 
trip season! We have our annual trip to Pennsylvania spring creeks coming up in 
the beginning of May and the Catskills trip in the beginning of June. Get your flies 
out and prepped - steam them, organize them, touch them up with marker - and 
get ready to have a great season. This month you can feel the cold air ready to 
break into flowers and water sparkling off jumping bows. Heck, we've earned a 
good season after this never ending winter! 
 
I'd also like to mention the sad passing and joyous life of Gil Bergen, caretaker of 
Connetquot preserve, he was a man instrumental in creating and maintaining one 
of our greatest Long Island rivers. 
 
 

Best, 
Christopher Aigner 
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On Tuesday, April 17, the LITU Chapter will host its 
annual “Open House” Meeting. The purpose of this 
meeting is to have the attendees of the fly casting 
clinics, LIFFExpo, as well as anyone interested in fly 
fishing, to come and see what LITU is all about. This 
meeting is also an opportunity for attendees to gain 
insight into the sport of fly fishing and the importance 
of fisheries conservation. At the meeting, there will 
be fly tying, gear, and other demonstrations. LITU 
members will be available to discuss various aspects 
of fly-fishing, ongoing conservation projects on LI, 
and other chapter activities.    
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Paumonok 

Published monthly September through June by the Long 
Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Information, photos 
and articles on conservation and fishing are welcome. 

Please send material for publication, advertising inquiries 
and comments to the Editor:  Stu Buckner  

Stubuckner.scb@gmail.com | 631.834.1400 
 

L.I.T.U. OFFICERS 
President: Christopher Aigner (516) 236-1260  

Vice President:  Joe Pepe (516) 523-5925  

Secretary:  Mike Russell (631) 242-2707 

Treasurer: Tom LoProto (516) 385-8655 

Editor:  Stu Buckner (631) 834-1400  

Publisher: Sol Harz (631) 581-8173 

Circulation: Joe Odierna (631) 563-9492 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

‘Open House’ Chapter Meeting 
April 17 
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Tips for April 2018 
 

Fat-Bodied Streamers - A dental product called "Stim-U-
Dent Plaque Removers" comes in a package about the 
size of a matchbook.  You can use these to make deep-
tapered bodies on streamer flies and smelt patterns.  
After placing a cone head on the hook and tying in some 
marabou as a tail, fasten a Stim-U-Dent to the bottom of 
the hook by wrapping it in place with thread with the ta-
pered end to the rear and front end trimmed and fit into 
the cone.  Then cover the body with tinsel braid in a pearl 
finish, add stick-on eyes to the front of the body, and cov-
er the entire body with epoxy.  Best results can be had 
with size 2, 4, and 6XL hooks.  Erik Backman 
 

Mayfly Tails - Use a clump of thread wrapped at the end 
of the shank to fan out the fibers used for the tails. Place 
the fibers along the shank a little towards you and wind 
back.  When you hit the clump of thread, the tail fibers 
should splay nicely.  
Jim Weaver 
 

Small Glass Jars Also Make Good Containers - Small glass 
jars with metal screw-on caps make great containers in 
which to store feathers.  Jars prevent the feathers from 
being crushed, seal completely to keep out insects, are 
not affected by moth balls, and are transparent so the 
contents can be readily identified.  The kind of jars used 
for baby food, olives, peppers, mustard, etc. are good (7-
oz. sizes are ideal).  Of course, jars of larger or smaller 
sizes can be used depending on the amounts of the par-
ticular material you have to store.  Jim Weaver 
 

A Deer Hair Comb A "Brow/Lash Groomer," available in 
cosmetic departments, makes an excellent little comb to 
comb out the fuzz and "shorts" from deer hair before 
stacking as well as many other similar 
uses in fly tying.  Lou Fitzner 
 

Protecting Scissors Points - To protect the fine points of 
your fly tying scissors, use small plastic "cocktail" straws.  
Cut a piece about 2-3 inches long and place it over the 
tips of the scissors before you store them away. Jeff Ka-
minsky 
 

Storage Containers for Dubbing - To store dubbing mix-
tures, use a 35mm plastic film canister (if you can find 
one).  Drill a 1/8-inch diameter hole through the lid.  Put 
your dubbing mixture in it, put the lid on, and pull the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
desired amount through the hole.  A small amount will 
always stick out of the hole for easy access.  Jeff Kamin-
sky 
 

Cleaning Bodkins - To clean tying tools, use a plastic pen, 
without its innards, and stuff the tube with a steel wool 
or bronze pad.  Move a bodkin up and down inside the 
tube to remove head cement or epoxy.  A 35mm film 
canister (if you can find one) / small prescription pill 
bottle, filled the same way, will handle the larger jobs.  
Periodically change the pads when they fill up with ce-
ment or epoxy.  Eric Backman 
 

Send your tips to KensTUTips@verizon.net 

The listing at the following link reflects the anticipat-

ed number of yearling and older trout to be stocked 

into listed waters during spring 2018. Actual num-

bers and stocking times may vary depending on fish 

availability and weather conditions. The fish are 

stocked with help from County Federated Sports-

men. 

For the stocking schedule, Sufflok County, DEC Re-

gion 1, Click here https://www.dec.ny.gov/

outdoor/23286.html   
 

April 17, Chapter Meeting 
 

May 2, Board Meeting  
 

May 4-6, Early Spring Outing to Central PA 
 

May 15, Chapter Meeting 
 

June 6, Board Meeting 

 
 http://www.longislandtu.org 

Calendar of Events                             

Spring 2018 Trout Stocking for  
Suffolk  County 

mailto:KensTUTips@verizon.net
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The 2018 Long Island Fly Fishing Expo by the numbers... 
 

• 52 exhibitors: manufactures, fly shops, guides 
       lodges, artists, & conservation organizations... 
• 30 presentations/demonstrations 

• 30 local fly tyers 
• 5 local authors  

• 1 awesome film for the film festival 
• Over 400 attendees 
 And a helluva great time!! 
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LITU and Croton Watershed Clean Up 
By Peter Dubno 

 

On Saturday March 24, 2018 the Long Island and Croton Watershed Chapters of TU joined forces and 
did a clean up of the West Branch of the Croton near and around the Butlerville Rd. Bridge.  Mike Koumas of 
the Croton Watershed Chapter and Lori DiLorenzo of the  NYCDEP did the organization. They were there to 
support and direct the event with garbage bags and a big truck to haul off our collected refuse.  Coffee and 
donuts were a welcome addition to the morning.  All we had to do is bring some gloves, rakes, and a positive 
attitude. 

 
 Doing a clean up like this one, is how you find new places to fish and allows you to talk shop with the 
locals.  You know, best flies, the hot spots, deep holes, where do I get a good meal.  The important stuff.  
 

I want to thank Tom LoProto and Joseph Laine for joining me on this day.  See you at the next clean 
up on the Beaverkill on April 21. 
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Beaverkill – Willowemoc  Clean-up Fact Sheet 
Date: Saturday April 21 | Time: 10:00am 
Meeting Place: Catskill Fly Fishing Museum, on old Rt. 
17 between Livingston Manor and Roscoe, NY 
 

What’s Happening:   LITU along with the Long Island 
Flyrodders are doing our annual clean up of the Wil-
lowemoc and Beaverkill rivers on April 21, 2018.   After 
the clean up, about 1.5 hours, we will have a barbecue 
lunch served outdoors on the grounds of the Museum.  
Lot’s of talk and food.  After that you’re free.  
 

Sign up at either at a LIFR or TU meeting.   
 

Directions:  Take NYS Thruway to Exit 16 (Harriman) and 
pick up Rt. 17 (I86) West.  Get out at exit 96 (Livingston 
Manor) and make a right turn at the bottom of the 
ramp.  Go to the “T”  and make a RIGHT TURN (west) 
onto old Rt. 17. Drive 2 or 3 miles and make a LEFT at 
the museum. Go over the one lane bridge, and bear 
right and drive down to the meeting area at the last big 
building.   
 

If you’re lost:  Call Peter Dubno  at  516-425-7161.  I’ll 
get you there. 
 

What to bring:  A pair of work gloves, small rake, or 
grabber. TU will supply the garbage bags and lunch 
goodies.   
 

Barbecue: About 12 noon after the clean-up. Food addi-
tions are always welcome.   
 

Staying over? After the Clean-Up you’re on your own 
(fish, go home, stay over at a local motel, stay at the 
bunk house cabin on the Museum premises, etc.)  Some 
places to overnight are the Roscoe Motel, Riverside Ca-
fé, Rockland House, Creekside Bed and Bath, and Reyn-
old’s House Inn.  Check on-line for Phone numbers. 
 

Bunk House: You’ll need your own sleeping bag and pil-
low.  There is a light and 2 electric outlets in the bunk 
house.  It is unheated. They do have mattresses and 
bunk beds.  Everyone using the bunk house needs to be 
on good behavior and get along with each other.  There 
is a downstairs bathroom and shower in the next build-
ing. 
 

For Sale: 
• Scott STS - 9-foot 12 weight 3-piece Rod (1290-3)  
      for Tarpon fishing.  Like New $300 (original  
      $700).  For info call Lou Casio 718-397-5862 
• Able 3 Reel – 10-13 Weight – Left handed retrieve 

only - $100.  Excellent Condition.  For info call Lou 
Casio 718-397-5862 

 
Disclaimer: LITU provides this information as a service to members. All sales 
are between seller and buyer. LITU does not inspect, warranty, or in any 
way guarantee the condition of items advertised for sale.   

 

We are looking for someone to help with website 
maintenance/updating/design. All that's needed is 
good, fluid general skills with a computer. I will teach 
you the rest! Most of the updates are very basic, in-
volving drag-and-drop functionality for adding con-
tent, and very user-friendly interface through Wee-
bly. If you are particularly ambitious, or are interest-
ed in learning a bit more complicated "html" or "css" 
programming, I will happily teach you some of the 
basics! This a perfect position for someone interested 
in improving their own website, learning new skills, 
or volunteering the skills they already have!  
 

You will be working with me (and the board) to learn 
simple tasks like updating the monthly paumonok 
online, updating the calendar for events, updating 
the home page for speakers and events, updating 
some annual pages such as the casting clinic/
banquet. This would only be about one to two hours 
per month! Give it a shot! Help out the organization 
you love! 
 

Regards, 
Christopher Aigner 
cjaigner@gmail.com 

http://www.longislandtu.org 

Used Fly fishing Gear for Sale 
Spring Clean-Up on the  

Beaverkill and Willowemoc Rivers 
by Peter Dubno 

Website Assistance Needed! 

mailto:cjaigner@gmail.com
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 DEC Invites Public to Comment on Draft Salmon River  
 Fisheries Management Plan 

  

Plan will Guide State's Efforts to Sustain and Improve Salmon River Sportfishing 
Opportunities 

DEC Accepting Public Comments on Draft Plan until April 23, 2018 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos today announced the 
release of the Draft Salmon River Fisheries Management Plan to guide the agency's continuing efforts to 
sustain and improve one of New York's premier sportfishing destinations. 
 
"The Salmon River is renowned for its world class trout and salmon fishing," DEC Commissioner Seggos 
said. "Anglers from across North America and beyond come to the Salmon River for the opportunity to land 
trophy-size fish. This plan, which was developed in close consultation with anglers and representatives of 
the business community, will enhance the Salmon River's status as New York's premier, year-round angling 
destination for lake-run trout and salmon." 
 
DEC's goal is to manage the Salmon River and its tributaries as a year-round sport fishery that provides an-
glers with the opportunity to catch an array of trophy-sized salmonids. DEC proposes a variety of strategies 
to achieve this goal, including improvements to its Salmon River Fish Hatchery, improved and increased an-
gler access, efforts to promote ethical angling, protection and enhancement of critical fish habitats, and uti-
lizing science and adaptive management to measure and achieve success. 
DEC is encouraging the public to comment on the plan, which covers the period from 2018 to 2033 and fo-
cuses on lake-run trout and salmon (salmonids) in the 17-mile Salmon River corridor and the river's major 
tributaries below the Lighthouse Hill Reservoir in the town of Orwell. 
 
The Salmon River Fisheries Management Plan is available on DEC's website. 

DEC will accept public comments on the draft plan until April 23, 2018. To comment on the plan, send an 

email with the subject line "Salmon River Plan" to fwfish7@dec.ny.gov or send written comments via U.S. 

Mail to: 

David Lemon, Regional Fisheries Manager 
NYSDEC Region 7 
1285 Fisher Road 
Cortland, New York 13045 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzI2Ljg3NTQ1NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyNi44NzU0NTcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzA4ODI3JmVtYWlsaWQ9c3R1YnVja25lci5zY2JAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1zdHVidWNrb
mailto:fwfish7@dec.ny.gov
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Where to catch Trout on Long Island 
 

Long Island Trout Unlimited 
has been producing a stream 
guide for our spring creeks for 
many years.  This is the 3rd 
edition and has been updated 
with additional rivers, more 
detailed information on where 
to fish, a little history, and 
even QR codes to make it easy 
for you to search the web.  
 
A beefy 70 pages with descrip-
tions and maps to get you 
where you need to go. It is 
priced at a very reasonable 
$14.00 and is available at LITU 
meetings as well as at River 
Bay Outfitters,  Campsite 
Sport Shop, and Terminal 
Tackle in Kings Park 
 
Get yourself a copy! 
 
You can also order the book 
by mail:  
 
Send a $17 check made out to 
“LITU” ($17 book, $3 ship-
ping),  
Include the address you want 
it shipped to.   
 
Send to: 
LITU Stream Guide, c/o T. Lo-
Proto, 68 Murray 
Drive, Westbury, NY 11590 
 

http://www.longislandtu.org/index.html
http://www.longislandtu.org/index.html
http://Riverbayoutfitters.com
http://Riverbayoutfitters.com
http://Campsitesportshop.com
http://Campsitesportshop.com
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Gil Bergen, Park Manager of Connetquot River Park Preserve  
1929-2018 | RIP 

  

“Gil passed peacefully at his home in Connetquot.  Words cannot begin to tell the story of Gil.  He was such a 
part of the Southside Club and then Connetquot River Park for decades.  He touched everyone - equestrians, 
fisherman, birders and just plain nature lovers.  So many people have moved to the area because of Con-
netquot and Gil had a great influence on all.  RIP Gil it will be tough to find a fitting memorial, but we will try 
our best.” 
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River Bay Outfitters 
 

980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510 
 

riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748 
 

paul@riverbayoutfitters.com 

 
 

LONG ISLAND’S  FLYFISHING SHOP 
SALT & FRESHWATER 

All  Major Brands 
 

Able Reels - Bauer - Scott Flyrods 
Tibor/Pate - G. Loomis - Sage  

St. Croix - S. A. Mastery - Lamson - Rio  
Simms - Airflo—Whiting 

 

“We can outfit you for trips from Montauk to  
Mongolia.” 

 The Camp-Site Sports Shop 
 

1877 New York Ave. | Huntington Station, NY 11746 

The Long Island Fly Rodders meet the first Tuesday of 
each month at Levittown VFW Hall at 8:00 PM. 

55 Hickory Lane | Levittown, NY | www.liflyrodders.org 

 

http://tomsfishingstories.com 

River Bay Outfitters 
  

980 Church St | Baldwin, NY 11510 
  

riverbayoutfitters.com | 516-415-7748 
  

paul@riverbayoutfitters.com 
  

 

mailto:paul@riverbayoutfitters.com
http://tomsfishingstories.com
mailto:paul@riverbayoutfitters.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

April 17, Chapter Meeting 
 
May 2, Board Meeting 
 
May 4-6, Early Spring Outing to Central PA 
 
May 15, Chapter Meeting 
 
June 6, Board Meeting 
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Monthly Meetings 
On the 3rd 

Tuesday 
At 7:30 PM 

 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 So. Broadway,  

Hicksville, NY 

Join Trout Unlimited = Help Preserve Our Cold Water Fisheries 

Membership Application Page 2 

Stuart Buckner, Editor 
8 Cardinal Lane 

East Islip, NY 11730 
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